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Another line of tornadoes hammers storm-battered Midwest »i 



Evan Vucci/AP 


President Donald Trump greets troops after speaking at a Memorial Day event aboard the USS Wasp on Tuesday in Yokosuka, Japan. 


The Wasp and the hornet's nest 


Trump puts servicemembers in spotlight 
during his shipboard address at Yokosuka 


President downplays tensions with Iran, 
says US not looking for ‘regime change’ 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

ABOARD THE USS WASP, Japan — 
A sailor and a Marine shared the stage 
with their commander in chief during a 
Memorial Day rally on the USS Wasp. 

President Donald Trump spoke Tues¬ 
day to 1,000 sailors and Marines and a 
few servicemembers from other branch¬ 
es aboard the amphibious ship, which 
was moored at Yokosuka Naval Base, the 


home of the 7th Fleet. 

Trump also toured the JS Kaga, a he¬ 
licopter carrier of the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force moored at Yokosuka, 
with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe. 

Trump had plenty to tell the troops 
about his state visit to Japan and meet¬ 
ings with Abe and Emperor Naruhito, 
who assumed the throne this month. 

SEE SHIPBOARD ON PAGE 3 


By Noah Bierman 

Los Angeles Times 

TOKYO — The U.S. is “not looking 
for regime change” in Iran, President 
Donald Trump said Monday, distancing 
himself from the more bellicose views of 
some of his advisers amid a period of ris¬ 
ing tensions. 

In recent weeks, the administration 
has dispatched an aircraft carrier to 
the waters near Iran, ordered additional 


troops to the Middle East and tightened 
economic sanctions, prompting many 
Democrats — as well as U.S. allies in 
Europe and Asia — to fear that the two 
nations are heading toward combat. 

Trump, however, took a more concilia¬ 
tory tone during a news conference here 
with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, downplaying tensions with Iran and 
North Korea. 

SEE IRAN ON PAGE 3 
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Preble to be 1st destroyer equipped with new laser 



Bryan NiEGEL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The destroyer USS Preble, shown with the Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Melbourne in the 
distance during a cooperative deployment last month, is scheduled to become the first U.S. Navy 
destroyer equipped with a high-energy laser weapon system. 

* Any one of these new weapons, if successfully developed and deployed, 
might be regarded as a “game changer” for defending Navy surface ships, f 

Congressional Research Service 


By William Cole 

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

The Pearl Harbor-based USS 
Preble will be the first destroyer 
to be equipped with a high-ener¬ 
gy laser to counter surface craft 
and unmanned aerial systems, 
according to a published report, 
with the Navy planning to one 
day use the powerful light beams 
to defend against Chinese or Rus¬ 
sian cruise missiles. 

Rear Adm. Ronald Boxall, the 
Navy’s director of surface war¬ 
fare, told Defense News that the 
Preble will be outfitted in 2021 
with the High Energy Laser and 
Integrated Optical-dazzler with 
Surveillance system, or HELIOS. 

“We are making the decision to 
put the laser on our [destroyers],” 
Boxall said, according to Defense 
News. “It’s going to start with 
Preble in 2021, and when we do 
that, that will now be her close-in 
weapon that we now continue to 
upgrade.” 

The Phalanx close-in weapon 
system is used now to defend 
against airborne threats by 
spitting out a stream of projec¬ 
tiles from its automated 20 mm 
Gatling gun. 

The Navy awarded Lockheed 
Martin a $150 million contract 
in 2018, with options worth up to 
$943 million, for the development 
of two high-power laser systems 
for testing on a destroyer and on 
land. 

With the HELIOS system, 
Lockheed Martin said it will 
“help the Navy take a major step 
forward in its goal to field a laser 
weapon system aboard surface 
ships.” 

The Congressional Research 
Service said in a May report that 


the Navy is developing three new 
ship-based weapons: solid-state 
lasers, an electromagnetic rail 
gun and a gun-launched guided 
projectile that “could substantial¬ 
ly improve” the ability of Navy 
surface ships to defend against 


surface craft, unmanned aerial 
vehicles and, eventually, anti-ship 
cruise missiles. 

“Any one of these new weap¬ 
ons, if successfully developed 
and deployed, might be regarded 
as a ‘game changer’ for defend¬ 


ing Navy surface ships” against 
enemy missiles, the report states. 

Hawaii already has been a test 
site for the gun-launched guided 
projectile, also known as the hy¬ 
pervelocity projectile, as well 
as flight-testing of a hypersonic 


vehicle. 

The Navy has made “substan¬ 
tial progress” toward deploy¬ 
ing lasers on ships, which would 
be used initially for jamming 
or confusing (i.e. “dazzling”) 
enemy surveillance sensors and 
for countering small boats and 
unmanned aerial vehicles, the re¬ 
search service said. 

The Modern War Institute at 
West Point wrote in late 2018 
that drone swarm technology 
is a growing threat. The report 
said China is interested in swarm 
technology as a method of attack¬ 
ing aircraft carriers. 

Iran’s Defense Ministry, mean¬ 
while, announced in March that it 
had conducted an exercise in the 
Persian Gulf involving 50 combat 
drones. 

The HELIOS effort is focused 
on rapidly fielding a 60-kilowatt, 
high-energy laser with “growth 
potential” to 150 kilowatts. 

Lockheed Martin said it dem¬ 
onstrated that a 10-kilowatt sys¬ 
tem can defeat small airborne 
targets with the “speed-of-light” 
capability and that a 30-kilowatt 
system had disabled a stationary 
truck target. 

The Navy previously tested a 
30-kilowatt laser in 2017 aboard 
the afloat forward staging base 
USS Ponce, shooting a small Scan 
Eagle unmanned aerial vehicle 
out of the sky. 

With further development, la¬ 
sers can be used to save costly 
defensive missiles for the most 
sophisticated threats. Challenges 
include packing enough power on 
a ship, with advances needed to 
scale power into the hundreds of 
kilowatts, the Navy said. 
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Iran: Position contradicts administration officials 


PACIFIC 



President Donald Trump greets U.S. servicemembers aboard the USS Wasp at Yokosuka naval base in Japan on Tuesday. 

Shipboard: Trump honors the fallen while aboard Wasp 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

But the president also surprised an en¬ 
listed sailor and Marine by calling them 
onto a stage and inviting them to say a few 
words of their own. 

Marine Staff Sgt. Daniel Patterson got 
the first call. 

“Every single generation of Staff Sgt. 
Patterson’s family has served in the mili¬ 
tary all the way back to the Revolutionary 
War, but Staff Sgt. Patterson was the first 
to choose the Marines,” Trump told his 
audience. 

After two tours of duty in Afghanistan, 
Patterson — “a daring and mighty war¬ 
rior” — asked to go to Japan, Trump said 
before inviting the young Marine on stage 
to speak. 

“It’s an honor and privilege to be here 
with you, Mr. President, and I definitely 
didn’t expect this,” Patterson said. “It’s an 
honor and privilege to serve with my fel¬ 
low sailors and Marines.... If we sleep on it 
for even a second, we won’t be the ultimate 
power in the world.” 

Trump then told the story of Pfc. John 
Schaeffer, of Tower City, Pa., who fought in 
an Army special operations unit in Burma 
(now Myanmar) during World War II under 
the command of Gen. Frank Merrill. 

“Although Pvt. Schaeffer sadly perished 
in the battle of Burma, his deep love of 
country endures in someone very special 
with us today, his great-nephew, Senior 
Chief Petty Officer Dan Schaeffer,” Trump 
said before inviting him to say a few words 
too. 

“I know a lot of others have families who 
served as well. Memorial Day is a day when 
we honor fellow Americans who made the 
ultimate sacrifice,” Schaeffer said before 
thanking his shipmates, fellow Marines 
and the president. 

Trump added a few words of his own in 
remembrance of those who gave the full 
measure in service to their country. 

“This Memorial Day in the U.S., 
Americans are having a sacred day of re¬ 
membrance, reflection and prayer,” the 
president said. “Citizens all across the 
country came together to decorate the 
graves of our fallen heroes and honor their 



Christian LoPEz/Stars and Stripes 


Trump greets Marine Staff Sgt. Daniel 
Patterson aboard the Wasp. 

selfless acts of courage. The citizens of 
our country are incredible. They love our 
country and they love you.” 

Trump’s visit to the Japanese carrier 
underscored the evolving defense rela¬ 
tionship between the two countries. The 
Kaga and its sister ship, the JS Izumo, are 
the largest vessels in the Japanese fleet 
at more than 800 feet long and displacing 
27,000 tons fully laden. 

Japan is planning to turn the vessels 
into its first aircraft carriers since World 
War II by modifying them to support F- 
35B Lightning II short takeoff and vertical 
landing stealth fighters. 

The Marine Corps, which deployed a 
squadron of F-35Bs to Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, Japan, in January 2017, 
has already demonstrated the aircraft’s 
ability to operate from an amphibious ship 
in Far East waters. 

Trump said Japan plans to buy 105 F- 
35s and that the USS America, a larger 
amphibious assault ship, would soon be de¬ 
ployed to the Pacific carrying “brand-new 
F-35Bs.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


President polls 
troops on design 
of aircraft carrier 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — President Don¬ 
ald Trump told U.S. troops stationed 
in Japan he plans to order traditional 
steam-powered catapults aboard 
American warships instead of newer 
electromagnetic systems that he 
said may not work as well during 
wartime. 

Trump polled the sailors and Ma¬ 
rines on the USS Wasp on steam ver¬ 
sus electric catapults Tuesday during 
a visit to the Yokosuka naval base 
south of Tokyo, the biggest overseas 
U.S. naval installation. 

The troops’ cheers were audibly 
larger for steam catapults — used to 
launch aircraft off navy ships — and 
Trump took note. 

“We’re spending all that money on 
electric and nobody knows what it’s 
going to be like in bad conditions,” he 
said. “So I think I’m going to put an 
order—when we build a new aircraft 
carrier, we’re going to use steam.” 

The U.S. Navy intends to buy two 
Ford-class aircraft carriers, Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Tim Kaine, a member of 
the Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee, said earlier this year. 

The Ford has long been a source 
of frustration for Trump, who has 
bashed the carrier’s Electromag¬ 
netic Aircraft Launch System, or 
EMALS, which is replacing the 
steam catapults. 

“Steam’s only worked for about 65 
years perfectly. And I won’t tell you 
this because it’s before my time by a 
little bit, but they have a $900 million 
cost overrun on this crazy electric 
catapult,” he said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“These are great people — has a chance 
to be a great country with the same leader¬ 
ship,” he said of Iran. “We’re not looking 
for regime change. I just want to make 
that clear. We’re looking for no nuclear 
weapons.” 

That’s a considerably more modest goal 
than top administration officials have 
suggested. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, for 
example, has laid out a far-reaching case 
against Iran in a series of speeches over 
the last year. In the first, just over a year 
ago, he described Iran in uncompromis¬ 
ing terms as a security threat and vowed 
an all-out campaign of economic sanctions 
that would leave the country “battling to 
keep its economy alive.” 

National security adviser John Bolton 
has long advocated regime change in Iran. 
In 2015, as he campaigned against the 
Obama administration’s nuclear agree¬ 
ment with Tehran, he wrote that “the real 
solution to the ayatollahs’ nuclear weapons 
program is to get rid of the ayatollahs.” 

Trump has periodically pushed back 
against his aides’ saber-rattling toward 
Iran. Whether his comments reflect a true 
difference in views or just one of rhetorical 
emphasis has been the subject of intense 
speculation in Washington and elsewhere. 

Since he was a candidate, Trump has 
often denounced U.S. policies that led to 
wars in the Middle East, and he has ad¬ 
vocated pulling U.S. troops out of conflict 
zones in Syria and Afghanistan. But he 
has surrounded himself with hard-line ad¬ 
visers who supported those past military 
efforts. 

The goal of preventing Iran from ob¬ 
taining nuclear weapons more closely 
resembles the Obama administration’s 
policy toward Tehran. Just over a year ago, 
Trump pulled the U.S. out of the nuclear 
deal that President Barack Obama ap¬ 
proved, which he harshly denounced. 

At Monday’s news conference, he criti¬ 
cized former Vice President Joe Biden, 
who is seeking the Democratic presiden¬ 
tial nomination, for supporting that deal. 
Also, he refused to back down from an in¬ 
flammatory tweet he posted Sunday after 
arriving in Japan in which he sided with an 
official North Korean statement that called 
Biden “a fool of low IQ.” 

“Kim Jong Un made a statement that Joe 
Biden is a low-IQ individual,” Trump said, 
referring to the North Korean leader. “He 
probably is, based on his record. I think I 
agree with him on that.” 

Trump already had broken with Ameri¬ 
can diplomatic tradition when he publicly 
sided with a hostile foreign government 
against a political rival, tweeting that he 
“smiled” when Kim “called Swampman 
Joe Bidan a low IQ individual, & worse. 
Perhaps that’s sending me a signal?” mis¬ 
spelling the former vice president’s name. 

The Japanese are apprehensive about 
Trump’s efforts to flatter Kim in hopes 
of reaching a diplomatic deal to disarm. 
Japan sits close to its hostile neighbor and 
its burgeoning nuclear progra)m. 

While attempting to court Kim with his 
positive rhetoric, Trump has also ordered 
his administration to refrain from impos¬ 
ing sanctions intended to further isolate 
Kim. Critics of Trump’s diplomatic efforts 
have long warned that North Korea is sim¬ 
ply buying time and will not denuclearize. 

In the news conference, Trump made 
the case that Iran and North Korea both 
show “tremendous” economic potential 
that could be realized if they give up their 
nuclear weapons. 

“Kim Jong Un understands the unbe¬ 
lievable economic potential that country 
has,” Trump said. 
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Mattis has book coming out this summer 



Alan Berner, The Seattle Times/AP 


Former Defense Secretary Gen. Jim Mattis, center, with attendees at the dedication of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Park at the Museum of Flight on Saturday in Seattle, has a book coming out. 


By Hillel Italie 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Former Secre¬ 
tary of Defense Jim Mattis has 
a book coming out this summer, 
but he warns that it will not be a 
“tell-all” about President Donald 
Trump. 

“Call Sign Chaos: Learning to 
Lead” will be published July 16, 
Random House announced Tues¬ 
day. Co-written with Bing West, 
the book will be an “expansive 
account” of the retired general’s 
military career, according to the 
publisher. Mattis will write about 
conflicts from Afghanistan to 
Iraq and use those experiences 
for lessons on war and peace. 

The book was under contract 
before Mattis became defense 
secretary in early 2017, although 
it will touch upon events over the 
past couple of years, a Random 
House spokesperson told The 
Associated Press. But “Call Sign 
Chaos” should be far different in 
tone from such scathing best-sell¬ 
ers as James Comey’s “A Higher 
Loyalty” and Michael Wolff’s 
“Fire and Fury.” 

“My purpose in writing this 
book is to convey some of the 
lessons I learned in 43 years of 
service for those who might ben¬ 


Former Mo. 
governor will 
not serve as 
Navy SEAL 

Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Former 
Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens’ re¬ 
quest to return to active duty with 
the Navy has been approved, but 
he will not serve again as an elite 
Navy SEAL. 

Greitens will be assigned to the 
Navy Operation Support Center 
in St. Louis as a general unre¬ 
stricted line officer, which usu¬ 
ally involves performing general 
office jobs, Navy Personnel Com¬ 
mand spokeswoman Cmdr. Karin 
Burzynski said. 

Greitens, 45, resigned as gov¬ 
ernor in June 2018 amid allega¬ 
tions of sexual misconduct and 
campaign finance violations. He 
made his former status as a Navy 
SEAL a cornerstone of his guber¬ 
natorial campaign and tenure as 
governor. 

The news that Greitens is re¬ 
turning to the Navy was criti¬ 
cized by some who said it sent the 
wrong message while the military 
is grappling with an increase in 
sexual assaults, The Kansas City 
Star reported. 

Rep. Jackie Speier, a California 
Democrat who has pushed Con¬ 
gress to combat sexual assault in 
the military, said it is “beyond pa¬ 
thetic” that the Navy would even 
consider allowing Greitens to re¬ 
turn to active service. 

“Heshouldbecourt-martialed,” 


efit, whether in the military or in 
civilian life,” Mattis, 68, said in 
a statement. “I’m old-fashioned: 



Julie Smith/AP 


Former Missouri Gov. Eric 
Greitens, who resigned in 
June 2018, will return to Navy 
service but not as a SEAL. 

said Speier, who is chairwoman of 
the House Armed Services Mili¬ 
tary Personnel Subcommittee. 
“Retaining him sends a horrible 
signal about what the Navy val¬ 
ues and its unwillingness to hold 
officers accountable.” 

A spokesman for the Navy Re¬ 
serve said the Navy is committed 
to addressing sexual misconduct. 

“Sexual assault and sexual ha¬ 
rassment are toxic threats that 
harm us all. Sexual assault and 
harassment are not tolerated in 
the Navy,” said Capt. Christopher 
Scholl. 

Greitens was put on inactive 
status with the Standby Reserve 
in 2017. He applied for a transfer 
to selected reserves in April 2019, 
and on May 22 the Navy con¬ 
firmed he was approved to return 
to active status. 

However, during any reactiva¬ 
tion process to the Navy Selected 
Reserves, each community the 
applicant applies to or could po¬ 
tentially return to — such as, in 
Greitens’ case, the Special War¬ 
fare community — conducts its 
own review. The Special Warfare 
community determined that he 
would not be able to return. 


I don’t write about sitting Presi¬ 
dents, so those looking for a tell- 
all will be disappointed. I want to 


pass on the lessons and experi¬ 
ences that prepared me for chal¬ 
lenges I could not anticipate, not 


take up the hot political rhetoric 
of our day.” 

The book’s title comes from 
Mattis’ call sign, “Chaos,” while 
he led the 7th Marine Regiment 
in the mid-1990s. (Trump had fa¬ 
vored calling him “Mad Dog,” a 
nickname Mattis disdained). 

Trump initially had high praise 
for Mattis, a four-star Marine 
general who for a time seemed 
to enjoy a level of respect Trump 
rarely showed to other Cabinet 
officials. Foreign policy officials 
viewed him as a stabilizing force 
within a tumultuous White House 
and a leading advocate for tradi¬ 
tional alliances. 

But Trump and Mattis would 
differ on a wide range of issues, 
from the president’s desire to 
withdraw troops from Syria to his 
harsh talk about NATO. Mattis 
announced late last year he was 
leaving, writing in his resignation 
letter that Trump had “the right” 
to have a defense secretary whose 
views were aligned with his. 

Trump responded by dispar¬ 
aging Mattis’ leadership at the 
Pentagon and by stating, falsely, 
that he had “effectively” fired his 
defense secretary. 

Mattis has since been virtu¬ 
ally silent about his time in the 
administration. 


Congressman says he took photo 
with enemy corpse while a Marine 


By Eli Rosenberg 

The Washington Post 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., told a town hall 
audience Saturday that he took a picture of himself 
with a dead combatant during his military service, 
according to local media outlets — a potential viola¬ 
tion of the United States’ rules of warfare. 

Hunter, a Marine Corps veteran, made the re¬ 
marks while speaking about the case of Eddie Galla¬ 
gher, the Navy SEAL chief who is accused of killing 
an Islamic State prisoner under his care. Gallagher, 
who has pleaded not guilty, also took pictures next to 
the slain man, according to news reports. 

“Eddie did one bad thing that I’m guilty of too — 
taking a picture of the body and saying something 
stupid,” Hunter said at the meeting about border 
issues in the Southern California town of Ramona, 
according to the Times of San Diego. 

Hunter, who served two tours in Iraq and one in 
Afghanistan when he was on active duty (he later 
was deployed to Afghanistan as a reservist), said he 
had taken pictures “just like that when I was over¬ 
seas,” according to the Times. Hunter said he did 
share the images. 

The San Diego Union-Tribune also reported that 
Hunter had made the remarks. The town hall was 
mostly focused on border security issues. 

According to the Department of Defense’s Law of 
War Manual, enemy military dead must be treated 
with “the same respect as would be afforded to, or 
expected for, friendly military dead.” 

“The respectful treatment of the dead is one of the 
oldest rules in the law of war,” the manual reads. 
“Enemy military dead must be protected from dis¬ 
respectful or degrading acts ... posing with bodies 
for photographs or leaving a ‘calling card’ on a body 
are also inconsistent with the respectful treatment 
of the dead.” 

Hunter did not respond to a request for comment 
sent to two staffers. 

The Department of Defense did not respond to a 


request for comment. 

Hunter and his wife, Margaret Hunter, were 
charged last year by federal authorities in connec¬ 
tion with using $250,000 in campaign funds to pay 
for family vacations and other personal expenses. 
Both have pleaded not guilty; the trial is set to begin 
later this year, according to The Associated Press. 

The discussion about military treatment of for¬ 
eign combatants has taken on 
an increased urgency in recent 
weeks, after President Donald 
Trump pardoned Michael Be- 
henna, a former Army lieuten¬ 
ant who served five years in 
prison for the 2008 murder of 
an Iraqi citizen. 

Gallagher’s trial is scheduled 
to begin in early June amid 
speculation that Trump is con¬ 
sidering clemency for him as 
Hunter well as other servicemembers 

who have been accused or con¬ 
victed of crimes. 

Trump tweeted approvingly of Gallagher in 
March, announcing that he would be more ame¬ 
nable to a less restrictive confinement as Gallagher 
awaited trial, and saying it was in “honor of his past 
service to our Country.” 

Hunter has argued in support of potential clem¬ 
ency for Gallagher, arguing that prosecutors were 
out to get him to advance their careers. 

“Unfortunately, Gallagher now joins Green Beret 
Matt Golsteyn, Navy SEAL Keith Barry and Army 
Lt. Clint Lorance as glaring examples of what hap¬ 
pens when military prosecutors become more ob¬ 
sessed with career advancement and sensational 
headlines than executing the rule of law,” Hunter 
wrote in an opinion piece for USA Today last week. 
“Due to the Navy’s misconduct, Gallagher cannot 
expect to receive even a semblance of a fair trial. A 
pardon by Trump is fully warranted.” 

Hunter declined to comment about his own pend¬ 
ing court case, the Union-Tribune reported. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

UNICEF: Attacks on Afghan schools tripled in 18 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated. Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — At¬ 
tacks on schools in Afghanistan 
tripled in 2018 compared with 
the year before, in part because 
militants targeted schools that 
were used as polling stations in 
the country’s October parliamen¬ 
tary elections, the United Nations 
children’s agency said Tuesday. 

According to UNICEF, the 
number of attacks on schools went 
from 68 in 2017 to 192 in 2018 — 
the first time attacks on schools 
had increased since 2015. The 
agency said one of the reasons for 
the spike was that schools were 
used as voter registration and 
polling centers in the elections. 


UNICEF also said Afghani¬ 
stan’s conflict and deteriorating 
security situation left more than 
1,000 schools closed last year and 
that half a million children were 
denied their right to education. 

“Education is under fire in Af¬ 
ghanistan,” said Henrietta Fore, 
UNICEF’s executive director. 
“The senseless attacks on schools; 
the killing, injury and abduc¬ 
tion of teachers; and the threats 
against education are destroying 
the hopes and dreams of an entire 
generation of children.” 

An estimated 3.7 million chil¬ 
dren between 7 and 17 years of 
age — nearly half of all school- 
aged children — are out of school 
in Afghanistan, UNICEF said. 

Both the Taliban and Islamic 


State have targeted schools and 
education facilities across Af¬ 
ghanistan in the past. When they 
ruled the country, the Taliban 
— notorious for their repression 
of women — denied girls the right 
to education. 

Last year’s October parliamen¬ 
tary elections were marred by 
violence and chaos, with 56 civil¬ 
ians killed as well as at least 11 
Afghan security forces members. 

Also, more than 339 people 
were wounded in nearly 200 at¬ 
tacks on election day across the 
country — including many on 
polling centers. The voting took 
place against the backdrop of 
near-daily attacks by the Taliban, 
who have seized about half the 
country and have repeatedly re¬ 


fused offers to negotiate with the 
Kabul government even as they 
hold talks with the U.S. 

And just two months before the 
elections, an ISIS suicide bomber 
killed 35 high school graduates in 
a Shiite neighborhood of Kabul as 
they sat for their university en¬ 
trance exams. The dead were all 
teenagers. 

In Tuesday’s press release, 
UNICEF added that worsening 
insecurity, high rates of poverty 
and persistent discrimination 
against girls caused the rate of 
children out of school to increase 
last year for the first time since 
2002. 

“Girls account for 60% of chil¬ 
dren not in education,” it added. 

Girls’ education is still frowned 


upon in much of the conservative 
Muslim country and is banned in 
the steadily expanding areas con¬ 
trolled by the Taliban, now esti¬ 
mated to hold sway over half the 
country. 

The U.N. agency said it was 
working with the government 
and other partners to provide in¬ 
formal and accelerated commu¬ 
nity-based education, including 
running classes in community 
buildings and homes to help to re¬ 
duce the risk of insecurity on the 
way to school. 

UNICEF also called for an end 
to all attacks on schools and urged 
all warring parties in Afghani¬ 
stan to protect education during 
armed conflict. 


Though his term has expired, Afghan 
leader conducting business as usual 

refuses to leave. “We need some- 



By Pamela Constable 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — He 
has become the president who 
won’t leave the palace. 

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani’s five-year term in office 
expired last week, but he’s con¬ 
ducting business as usual. Eager 
to make history as a peacemaker 
and further his agenda of reform 
and modernization, he is holding 
back-to-back meetings on boost¬ 
ing exports or upgrading the fetid 
Kabul River. 

Ghani’s position has been rein¬ 
forced by a Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion extending his tenure until 
an election is held in September. 
But opponents charge that he is 
inviting “chaos” at a time of ag¬ 
gressive insurgent attacks and 
growing political divisions, and 
they accuse him of using public 
patronage and funds to bolster his 
campaign for reelection. 

The president, 70, entered of¬ 
fice in 2014 in an awkward power¬ 
sharing deal with his former top 
rival, brokered by U.S. officials 
after a fraud-plagued, inconclu¬ 
sive election. 

A group of a dozen presidential 
candidates say Ghani is adding yet 
another period of questionable le¬ 
gitimacy to his tenure. They have 
called on him to resign and let a 
caretaker or interim government 
oversee the polls. They have also 
threatened to stage street protests 
if he refuses. 

Ghani’s governing partner, 
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdul¬ 
lah, and his former national secu¬ 
rity adviser are planning to run 
against him and have insisted 
that he step down. The president, 
in turn, has brought a variety of 
new figures into his camp, includ¬ 
ing an ex-intelligence chief who 
was once his sharpest critic and 
is now his running mate. 

“We are all united in our hatred 
for Ghani. We don’t want to see 
violence, but he needs to go,” said 
Ahmad Wali Massood, a member 
of the group of candidates that has 
called for protests if the president 


one who can protect the election 
process, an independent nation¬ 
al figure. At this point, anyone 
would be better than Ghani.” 

Supporters of the president 
say his intent is the opposite of 
chaos: to provide stability at a 
time of deep public anxiety about 
the future, with elections post¬ 
poned again, a new parliament 
consumed by ethnic feuding and 
peace talks with the Taliban in 
limbo. 

Tireless efforts 

Even facing chronic health 
problems, Ghani’s aides say, the 
former World Bank official has 
worked tirelessly to improve gov¬ 
ernment, curb corruption and 
seek peace. 

A year ago, he initiated a cease¬ 
fire that led to soaring hopes for 
reconciliation after three days of 
cordial interactions among Tal¬ 
iban fighters and civilians. Last 
month, he convened a national 
assembly of 3,000 people and 
pledged to pursue their unani¬ 
mous call for an end to conflict. 

“It’s an election season, and po¬ 
litical actors want to score points 
against him, but the government 
has to keep delivering security 
and services,” said Nader Nadery, 
a senior aide to Ghani. He noted 
that Ghani recently told the new 
parliament he had no wish “to 
stay a single day more in office” 
without being reelected but had 
no choice after the national elec¬ 
tion commission postponed the 
poll. 

The president’s spokesman, 
Haroon Chakhansuri, said in a 
statement that the Supreme Court 
is the highest legal authority and 
that any demand for a caretaker 
government is “extra-constitu¬ 
tional,” although he added that 
“we respect any group or individ¬ 
ual’s right to peaceful protest.” 

Ghani took office in with a far- 
reaching, reformist vision for 
Afghanistan’s future, but he has 
lost considerable popularity in 
the past year, with the economy 


stagnating and conflict continu¬ 
ing unabated. Last month, Ghani 
and his aides tried to arrange a 
first meeting between a cross- 
section of Afghans and the Tal¬ 
iban in Qatar, but it collapsed 
over disagreements on the size 
and makeup of the Afghan del¬ 
egation, which Taliban officials 
disparaged as a “Kabul wedding 
party.” 

As the peace process has stag¬ 
nated, Ghani’s relations with 
Washington have also soured de¬ 
spite their long-standing military 
partnership. The rupture deep¬ 
ened after one of Ghani’s clos¬ 
est aides publicly denounced the 
U.S.-led peace effort and its diplo¬ 
matic point man, Zalmay Khalil- 
zad, in March. 

Afghans appear split on Ghani’s 
performance and ambitions. In 
recent interviews, many Kabul 
residents expressed frustration 
and worry, and some fretted that 
Ghani might be trying to extend 
his tenure indefinitely. 

‘No other option' 

“His presidency is against the 
law from now on, even for a single 
moment,” said Sayed Amin Arif, 
a retired government administra¬ 
tor. “He has achieved nothing and 
divided the people. It is his fault 
that we have not been able to hold 
elections on time. He should step 
down as soon as possible.” 

But Abdullah Ahmadi, 24, a 
law student at Kabul University, 
said the president should remain 
until the election, saying there is 
“no other option.” Politicians who 
want a caretaker government are 
so divided along religious and 
ethnic lines, he added, “that they 
will never be able to form one.” 

Whatever happens next, 
American and U.N. officials have 
insisted it is crucial for the Sep¬ 
tember election date to hold. Oth¬ 
erwise, the poll would probably 
have to wait until spring because 
heavy winter snows prevent vot¬ 
ing in mountainous regions. Also, 
another delay would prolong a 
presidency that is already losing 


a ceremony in 2015. 

public confidence. 

But some observers said they 
doubt that the election will be 
sufficiently credible. They say 
the new election commission is 
struggling and that the decision 
not to use a biometric voter reg¬ 
istration system will add to public 
mistrust. The results of October’s 
parliamentary election are still 
being contested amid accusations 
of fraud and manipulation. 

“The commission is not ready, 
and the time frame is just too 
tight,” said Yousuf Rashid, di¬ 
rector of the nonprofit Free and 
Fair Election Foundation of Af¬ 
ghanistan. He said the best solu¬ 
tion would be to put in an acting 
government to oversee the poll. 
Ghani, he said, is thinking only 
about “his own future, how to 
win reelection and be a hero of 
peace.” 

Rahmatullah Nabil, a candi¬ 
date for president and a former 
national intelligence chief, said 
the political stakes are much 
higher now than five years ago, 
when then-U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry brokered the Ghani- 
Abdullah pact amid fears of a vio¬ 
lent civil uprising. 

Today, he said, “the Taliban 
are much stronger, the country is 
more ethnically divided, we have 
less American support and less 
regional sympathy. If we don’t 
stop this crisis in advance, what¬ 
ever happens in this election is 
going to be challenged,” he said. 
“And this time nobody will listen 
to a John F. Kerry.” 
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Fallen servicemembers who 
donated organs are honored 



The inscription on a bronze plaque that is part of the Fallen Soldier 
Donor Memorial at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany, 
recognizes U.S. military members who have donated their organs. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

LANDSTUHL, Germany — 
Servicemembers who have died 
at the military’s largest overseas 
hospital were remembered Tues¬ 
day for the gifts of life they gave 
others as part of an organ dona¬ 
tion program believed to be the 
only one of its kind outside the 
United States. 

They were recognized at the 
unveiling of the Fallen Soldier 
Donor Memorial in Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center’s memo¬ 
rial garden. An inscribed bronze 
plaque featuring a sculpture of 
cupped hands holding dog tags is 
fixed upon a rock in the garden. 

“Today we honor the sacrifices 
of our fallen brothers and sisters 
in arms who even in death con¬ 
tinued to make a positive impact 
on our country and allied nations 
through organ donation,” said 
Col. Claude Burnett, LRMC dep¬ 
uty commanding officer. 

The plaque is the sister memo¬ 
rial to one dedicated in 2016 at 
the United Network for Organ 
Sharing headquarters in Rich¬ 
mond, Va. Both honor organ do¬ 
nors from the U.S. military. 

The donations differ from typi¬ 


cal U.S. programs in that they 
generally go to patients from Ger¬ 
many and neighboring countries. 

Transferring 
organs across 
the Atlantic 
is not possible 
because of the 
distance and 
time involved, 
hospital offi¬ 
cials said. 

GaryFoxen, 
a transplant 
recipient and 
Air Force 
veteran, 
conceived 
of the idea 
after hearing 
about soldiers 
who donated 
their organs 
after dying 
at LRMC, 

his wife, Lois 
Foxen, said in 
2016, accord¬ 
ing to the Richmond Times Dis¬ 
patch. Her husband died in 2014, 
more than 15 years after receiv¬ 
ing a lung. 

Since 2003, 83 servicemem¬ 
bers have donated 236 organs 
to the German Foundation for 


Organ Transplantation, or DSO, 
officials said. All the organs, in¬ 
cluding from servicemembers 
who died of wounds received 
downrange, in training accidents 
in Europe or in the U.S. Africa 
Command theater, were success¬ 
fully transplanted. 

Most of the organ donations 
were made between 2006 and 
2013 during the height of the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, hospital 
officials said. 

Organ donation from LRMC is 
rarer now, happening about once 
every six months to a year, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Servicemembers can elect to 
be organ and tissue donors and 
have their choice indicated on 
their IDs. When their wishes are 
unclear, next of kin are involved 
in the decision, said Maj. Brian 
Cohee, a pulmonary and critical 
care physician at LRMC. 

“What we’re really asking is, 
‘What would the soldier — the 
military member — what would 
they have wanted?”’ Cohee said. 
“It’s a very personal decision, but 
those (families) that I’ve talked 
to that went through it, it helped 
them deal with the whole situ¬ 
ation, knowing that something 


good was going to come out of it.” 

Once a donor is identified, a 
German team goes to LRMC to 
remove the organs and transfer 
them by car or plane to the hos¬ 
pital where the recipient is wait¬ 
ing, said Ana Paula Barreiros, 
DSO’s central region director. 
The biggest need in Europe — as 
it is worldwide — is for kidneys, 
followed by a liver, then lungs and 
the heart. 

“It’s a great gift that the Ameri¬ 
can population gives to us in Ger¬ 
many,” Barreiros said. “There 
is no legal obligation. You didn’t 
have to do this, so it’s a great gift. 
It’s saving lives.” 

svan.jennnifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Photos by Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 



The memorial features a 
sculpture of cupped hands 
holding dog tags. 
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great gift 
that the 
American 
population 
gives 
to us in 
Germany. 
... It’s 
saving 
lives . f 

Ana Paula 
Barreiros 

German 
Foundation 
for Organ 
Transplantation 


Airman’s death inspires travel awards for servicemembers 


By Kelly Meyerhofer 

Wisconsin State Journal 

NEW GLARUS, Wis. — New 
Glarus High School graduate 
Trent Eisch spent close to a year 
overseas on a ship repairing parts 
for the U.S. Navy. 

His deployment took him from 
port in Jacksonville, Fla., to the 
Mediterranean Sea near Syria 
and back. The military generally 
does not pay servicemembers’ 
fare to fly home from base or port, 
and the purchase of a plane ticket 
can be daunting for someone just 
beginning to establish a career. 

“People who don’t have a mili¬ 
tary kid don’t understand that 
they have to pay out of pocket for 
those trips,” said Eisch’s mother, 
Deana Dopp. “They often don’t 
have the money or financial sta¬ 
tus built up yet, so either the 
parents are paying for it or they 
aren’t able to come home.” 

Eisch, 20, made it home be¬ 
cause of one of his high school 
classmates. Because of his high 
school best friend, in fact. Be¬ 
cause of Ben. 

Ben Jackson — the middle 
child in a family of five, the fourth 
generation of his family to enlist 
in the military, the one who built 
model airplanes as a boy — died 
April 13, 2018, in a motorcycle 
crash on Misawa Air Base, about 
450 miles north of Tokyo. He was 
20. 

The Jackson family didn’t want 
flowers at the funeral. Instead, 


they encouraged guests to donate 
to the Ben Jackson Foundation, 
a nonprofit that has raised thou¬ 
sands of dollars in the past year 
for other young military men and 
women from south-central Wis¬ 
consin communities to fly home 
and see their families. 

Eisch, Ben’s best friend from 
high school, received the founda¬ 
tion’s first travel award last fall. 

The New Glarus family turned 
their grief into a gift — one that 
they hope to expand. 

“Our crazy goal 10 or 20 years 
from now is that we’d like to 
be able to do this for any kid in 
Wisconsin,” said Larry Jackson, 
Ben’s father. 

“We’ve heard from several 
people that are senior enlisted 
leadership in the military on 
how stressful it can be for these 
young kids to be in a whole new 
environment without the support 
structure they’ve had their whole 
life.” 

That’s what it was like for Jack- 
son when he arrived at Misawa 
Air Base in February 2017, his 
father said. 

Jackson hadn’t spent more than 
a week away from his family be¬ 
fore enlisting. After basic train¬ 
ing in Texas, he flew to Japan, 
where culture shock hit hard. The 
14-hour time difference proved 
difficult for him to find a good 
time to talk with his family back 
home. 

At the base, Jackson was in 
the 35th Maintenance Squadron, 


a part of the 35th Fighter Wing, 
where he fixed jet engines on F-16 
aircraft, Larry Jackson said. 

It took several months, but 
Jackson eventually began to feel 
at ease. What helped was one of 
his hobbies: snowboarding. 

He grew up boarding on Tyrol 
Basin, but Misawa offered him 
much better terrain. There, on 
the Hakkoda Mountains, Jackson 
taught his 
Air Force 
friends 
how to 
snowboard. 

In Janu¬ 
ary 2018, 

about a year 
since Jack- 
son had seen 
his family, he 
Jackson told his dad 
he wanted to 

come home for a surprise visit. 

“Say I were to come home in 
February for a surprise visit for 
about a week (shhhh),” he wrote 
in a Facebook message. “Would 
you be open to helping with the 
ticket?” 

Larry, a project manager for 
Epic Systems Corp., accumulated 
many airline miles through work 
so he was able to buy his son a 
plane ticket home. 

The week home was filled with 
surprise after surprise. Jackson 
arrived late one night, and after 
driving him home, Larry Jackson 
woke up Ben’s younger brother, 
Matthew, and told him to go see 


who was downstairs. Then he 
woke up his wife and recorded 
her reaction on a cellphone. His 
sister, Emma, came back from 
college a day or two later. 

And then, because the family 
kept Jackson’s visit off of social 
media, friends and community 
members went through the same 
experience when they saw him 
around town. He even sneaked 
into the classroom of his favorite 
high school teacher and sat among 
the students to surprise him. 

Jackson’s mother, Jennifer, 
dropped him off at the Dane 
County Regional Airport to catch 
his 6 a.m. return flight to Japan. 
He expected to see his family 
and grandmother again in a few 
months for a vacation around the 
British Isles in June 2018. The 
family would end up going with¬ 
out him. 

“I remember a lot of time we 
ended up sitting at a table for six 
and there was always one empty 
spot,” Larry Jackson said. 

Jackson messaged his dad in 
mid-April asking for some help 
on his income-tax filing. Larry 
Jackson messaged back that he 
was in New York for some meet¬ 
ings. What’s your schedule later 
today? he asked his son. 

He never heard back. 

Learning to ride a motorcycle 
had been a long-term interest of 
Jackson’s, according to his fa¬ 
ther. Misawa Air Base had set 
up a “dual purpose” area for ser¬ 
vicemembers to practice riding 


motorcycles and for the U.S. Air 
Force to store heavy equipment. 

The next day, seven weeks shy 
of his 21st birthday, Jackson was 
practicing to earn his motorcycle 
permit. As he veered around a 
curve wearing his helmet, gloves 
and safety gear, he lost control of 
the bike, struck a parked forklift 
and was killed instantly, Larry 
Jackson said. 

“We felt that him being able to 
make that first trip home was so 
incredible for all of us,” Larry 
said. “We felt fortunate that we 
were in a position to help him do 
that and we want to make sure 
other young military people can 
get home and aren’t constricted 
by money.” 

The Ben Jackson Foundation 
secured $4,500 from the New 
Glarus High School’s Family, 
Career and Community Leaders 
of America. It has also received 
donations from New Glarus’ 
Culver’s, a Knights of Columbus 
council, New Glarus Brewing Co. 
and others. 

It has sent two New Glarus 
High School graduates home so 
far and will buy plane tickets for 
at least five more this year. “ 

It is truly astonishing to see 
something so positive come from 
something so tragic,” Chief Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. Wenesday Traylor, who is 
stationed at the same Japanese 
base where Jackson lived and 
worked, wrote in an email. 

















Wednesday, May 29,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 7 


NATION 


Tornadoes tear through Ohio and Indiana 



John Minchillo/AP 


Erica Bohannon leads reporters through her apartment in Trotwood, Ohio, on Tuesday after a tornado 
passed through the night before, tearing off her roof while she huddled with her son and dog in a closet. 



John Minchillo/AP 


Storm-damaged homes are seen Tuesday after a tornado passed 
through the area the previous evening in Brookville, Ohio. 


Associated Press 

BROOKVILLE, Ohio — A 
swarm of apparent tornadoes so 
tightly packed that one crossed 
the path carved by another tore 
across Indiana and Ohio over¬ 
night, smashing homes and blow¬ 
ing out windows. One person was 
killed and dozens were injured. 

The storms were among 52 
twisters that forecasters may have 
touched down Monday across 
eight states stretching eastward 
from Idaho and Colorado. 

The winds knocked homes off 
their foundations, toppled trees 
and hurled so much debris that it 
could be seen on radar, and high¬ 
way crews had to use snowplows 
to clear an interstate. 

Some of the heaviest damage 
was reported just outside Dayton, 
Ohio. 

“I just got down on all fours and 
covered my head with my hands,” 
said Francis Dutmers, who with 
his wife headed for the basement 
of their home in Vandalia, about 
10 miles outside Dayton, when 
the storm hit with a “very loud 
roar” Monday night. 

The winds blew out windows 
around his house, filled rooms 
with debris and took down most 
of his trees. 

In Celina, Ohio, 81-year-old 
Melvin Dale Hannah was killed 
when winds blew a parked car 
into his house, Mayor Jeffrey 
Hazel said Tuesday. 

“There’s areas that truly look 
like a war zone,” Hazel said. 

Storm reports posted online by 
the National Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration’s Storm 
Prediction Center showed that 
14 suspected tornadoes touched 
down in Indiana, 10 in Colorado 
and nine in Ohio. Six suspected 
tornadoes were reported in Iowa, 
five in Nebraska, four in Illinois, 
three in Minnesota and one in 
Idaho. 

Thunderstorms that spun off 
the Colorado tornadoes dropped 
hail as large as tennis balls, with 
pea-size hail reported in the Den¬ 
ver area. 

A large tornado struck near 
Trotwood, Ohio, eight miles from 


Dayton, and Mayor Mary McDon¬ 
ald reported “catastrophic dam¬ 
age” in the community of 24,500 


people. Several apartment build¬ 
ings were damaged or destroyed, 
including one complex where the 


entire roof was tom away, and 
at least three dozen people were 
treated at emergency rooms for 
cuts, bumps and bruises. 

The mayor said five busloads of 
displaced residents were taken to 
a church that opened as a shelter. 

Just before midnight, about 
40 minutes after that tornado 
cut through, the weather service 
tweeted that another one was 
crossing its path, churning up 
enough debris to be visible on 
radar. 

In Brookville, west of Dayton, 
the storm tore roofs off schools, 
destroyed a barn and heavily 
damaged houses. 

In Dayton, only a few minor in¬ 
juries were reported. Dayton Fire 
Chief Jeffrey Payne called that 
“pretty miraculous,” attributing 
the good news to people heeding 
early warnings about the storm. 
Residents said sirens started 
going off around 10:30 p.m. ahead 
of the storm. 


Mayor Nan Whaley urged peo¬ 
ple to check on their neighbors, 
especially those who are house¬ 
bound. A boil-water advisory was 
issued after the storms knocked 
out power to Dayton’s pump sta¬ 
tions, and Dayton Power & Light 
said 64,000 customers were with¬ 
out electricity. 

Many roads in the Dayton area 
were impassable. A high school 
gymnasium in Dayton was des¬ 
ignated an emergency shelter 
until authorities realized it was 
unusable. 

In Indiana, at least 75 homes 
were damaged in Pendleton and 
the nearby community of Hunts¬ 
ville, said Madison County Emer¬ 
gency Management spokesman 
Todd Harmeson. No serious inju¬ 
ries were reported in the area or 
other parts of the state. 

Residents in Pendleton, about 
35 miles northeast of Indianapo¬ 
lis, were being urged to remain 
in their homes Tuesday morning 
because of dangers posed by fall¬ 
en trees, downed power lines and 
utility poles that were also block¬ 
ing roads. 

“People are getting antsy. I 
know they want to get outdoors 
and I know they want to see what’s 
going on in the neighborhood, but 
we still have power lines down, 
we still have hazards out there,” 
Harmeson said. 

Pendleton High School was 
opened as a shelter for the com¬ 
munity, where more than 3,500 
homes and businesses were with¬ 
out power and utility crews were 
at work repairing downed power 
lines. 

The latest apparent tornadoes 
came two nights after a twister 
struck a motel and mobile home 
park in El Reno, Oklahoma, kill¬ 
ing two people and injuring 29. 

President Donald Trump 
tweeted Tuesday morning that 
that he spoke from Japan with 
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt and 
told him that the Federal Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency and 
the “federal government are fully 
behind him and the great people 
of Oklahoma.” 


Scorching heat wave grips Deep South 


By Jeffrey Collins 

Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — A scorching heat 
wave weeks before the start of summer 
is gripping the Deep South, with several 
cities reporting the hottest temperatures 
ever recorded in May. 

High temperatures were at least 100 
degrees Fahrenheit on Monday in Flor¬ 
ence and Columbia, S.C.; Augusta, Ga.; 
and Jacksonville and Gainesville, Fla. 
It was the fourth day of temperatures in 
that range this week. 

Savannah’s high of 102 degrees was 
a record for all of May and hotter than 
any day so far this year in Phoenix as 
the same weather pattern bringing the 
unprecedented heat to the Southeast 
also has the desert southwest in the U.S. 


unusually cool. 

While unusual for late May, this kind 
of heat isn’t unheard of for the Deep 
South in the middle of summer. 

Officials did not report a large num¬ 
ber of people sickened by the hot weath¬ 
er, even over the long Memorial Day 
weekend. 

The above normal temperatures will 
continue through the middle of the week, 
said National Weather Service meteo¬ 
rologist Michael Emlaw in Charleston. 

But the record hot May doesn’t mean 
the whole summer will simmer in the 
Southeast U.S. 

A big factor will be whether the area 
can shake loose from the unusually dry 
weather pattern too, Emlaw said. 

“The lack of rain is making it hotter. 
With the ground dry, all of the sun’s en¬ 


ergy is put into heating the atmosphere 
instead of some of it being used to evap¬ 
orate moisture in the ground,” Emlaw 
said. 

A few isolated portions of the region 
are already looking at water shortages. 
Pender County in southeast North Caro¬ 
lina declared a water shortage emer¬ 
gency. But most of the region is not in a 
drought yet. 

That dry weather has made this May 
heat wave a little more tolerable than 
most dead-of-summer heat waves in the 
Southeast. The humidity has been a bit 
lower, preventing the oppressive heat 
blanket that the Deep South often feels 
in summer. 

“It doesn’t feel bad as 100 might feel 
in July,” Emlaw said. “If that’s a plus, I 
guess we’ll take it.” 


Rain in forecast amid 
flooding of Ark. river 

Associated Press 

FORT SMITH, Ark. — State highway officials 
have closed two bridges over the Arkansas River 
in Fort Smith as the waterway surges toward a re¬ 
cord crest this week. 

The Arkansas Department of Transportation 
said the Interstate 540 and the U.S. 71B bridges 
were shut down Monday night because of flooding 
concerns, though the department said both struc¬ 
tures remain sound. 

Widespread flooding is occurring in the Tulsa 
area, where severe thunderstorms were also pos¬ 
sible Tuesday. In western Arkansas, the river is 
expected to crest Wednesday in Van Buren at 42.5 
feet — or more than 4 feet above its historic crest, 
which had occurred in 1945. 

Forecasters say up to 4 inches of rain is possible 
this week in the waterlogged areas. 
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Sanders' struggles 
in '16 resurface in 
current campaign 



Hunter Woodall/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., shown speaking with a voter during a 
campaign stop Monday in Warner, N.H., is struggling with issues that sank his 2016 presidential bid. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It was sup¬ 
posed to be different this time. 

But three months into his 
second presidential campaign, 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders is 
struggling with some of the same 
challenges that sank his last bid: 
doubts about his electability, wor¬ 
ries about support from minority 
voters and an opponent with deep 
ties to the party establishment. 

The 77-year-old entered the 
Democratic race with an orga¬ 
nized donor base, name recog¬ 
nition and experience earned 
from 2016, giving him an instant 
edge over his rivals. His front¬ 
runner status, however, proved 
short-lived. 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden’s surge to the top of the pack 
has exposed Sanders’ struggle 
to expand his appeal. Polls have 
shown the senator with a grip on 
a significant slice of Democrats, 
but there are few signs yet that he 
is building support. 

Sanders is not alone in the sta¬ 
sis. Many in the 23-candidate 
field are looking for ways to break 
out of the pack, and Sanders, at 
least, appears to have an edge 
over all but Biden. But perhaps 
more than most others, Sanders 
and his team have signaled they 
will not relaunch his campaign or 
tweak his strategy. 


As some of his frustrated ri¬ 
vals made changes, Sanders has 
stuck close to the message, stump 
speech and campaign style that 
powered his failed underdog bid 
in 2016. His 2020 effort may test 
whether Democrats are hungry 
for that do-over or want a new 
face to rally the left wing of the 
party against the more moderate 
Biden. 

Plowing past such questions, 
Sanders projected confidence as 
he faced New Hampshire voters 
on Monday. He predicted strong 
showings in Iowa, New Hamp¬ 
shire, South Carolina, Nevada 
and California. 

“We have a very strong path to 
victory,” Sanders said. 

He and his team vowed to run 
a bigger and stronger campaign 
this time. And in many ways, he 
has — charting an aggressive 
national travel schedule backed 
by a larger and more diverse 
campaign team. His team also 
says it has modest plans to reach 
black voters in key early states. 
He recently finished a tour of the 
Deep South, bringing his liberal 
economic message to black voters 
who largely backed Hillary Clin¬ 
ton in 2016. 

Yet Sanders himself sits at the 
center of any campaign strategy, 
and the white-haired, self-de¬ 
scribed democratic socialist is 


well past the point of reinventing 
himself or his approach. For ex¬ 
ample, as he launched his bid, his 
campaign told reporters he would 
adopt a more personal tone on 
the campaign trail, but Sanders 
quickly returned to his familiar 
promises to transform a rigged 
system that favors the rich at the 
expense of the working class. 

“One thing they can say about 
him across the board is he has 
been authentic and he has been 
consistent,” said Nina Turner, a 
co-chair for Sanders’ campaign. 

“This time around, the senator 
has more time,” Turner added. 
“He got into the race late last 
time, and not only does he have 
more time, he has almost 100% 
name recognition as well. The 
combination of those two things 
gives him the synergy that he 
needs to win the primary.” 

Biden, since launching his cam¬ 


paign a month ago, has emerged 
as a problem for the entire Demo¬ 
cratic field. Polls show that the 
former vice president is popular 
among every key demographic, 
including blacks and the white, 
working-class people who defect¬ 
ed to Donald Trump in 2016. 

Sanders’ advisers expect Biden 
to struggle under the weight of 
his front-runner status once de¬ 
bates begin next month. 

They view Biden’s record on 
trade, in particular, as problem¬ 
atic among working-class voters 
in the Midwest. Biden voted to 
support the North American Free 
Trade Agreement as a senator 
and supported several trade deals 
in the Obama administration that 
are deeply unpopular with union 
workers. 

Sanders, by contrast, has spent 
the last quarter-century rail¬ 
ing against NAFTA and consis¬ 


tently opposed more recent trade 
deals such as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership. 

At the same time, Sanders’ team 
knows his standing with black 
voters could be a problem, partic¬ 
ularly in South Carolina, the first 
Southern state on the presidential 
primary calendar and one where 
Clinton bested Sanders by 47 per¬ 
centage points in 2016. 

Sanders’ liabilities with black 
voters were clear last month at 
a forum in Houston dedicated 
to women of color, where he 
was booed by the overwhelm¬ 
ing black and Hispanic audience 
when he offered a vague answer 
about what he would do for black 
women if elected. 

Later, there were audible 
groans when he recounted his 
youth activism in the civil rights 
movement. 


Lawmaker Omar pursues ambitious global agenda 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., has drawn criticism while seeking to 
become a prominent voice on U.S. foreign policy. 


By Patrick Condon 

(Minneapolis) Star Tribune 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. 
Ilhan Omar has aggressively 
pursued a foreign policy legacy 
in her first five months in office, 
drawing sharp blowback from 
the Trump administration as she 
seeks to be a prominent voice on 
world affairs. 

The Somali-born Minnesota 
Democrat, saying she brings “the 
perspective of a foreigner” to her 
new role, believes that Ameri¬ 
can foreign policy needs to be 
changed in fundamental ways. 

“When I think about foreign 
policy, we need something equiv¬ 
alent to the Green New Deal,” 
Omar said in an interview, draw¬ 
ing a parallel to the sweeping cli¬ 
mate change plan from New York 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
another high-profile member of 
the Democratic freshman class 
of 2018. 

From her seat on the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee and 
with a growing international 
reputation, the former refugee is 
wading into debates over various 
global hot spots and controversies 


— turmoil in Venezuela, a brutal 
penal code in Brunei, U.S. tensions 
with Iran. Already accustomed to 
controversy thanks to comments 
critical of 
Israel’s po¬ 
litical influ¬ 
ence, which 
prompted re¬ 
bukes from 
many fellow 
Democrats, 
Omar has 
ambitions 
for nothing 
less than a 
comprehen¬ 
sive reset of 
U.S. foreign 
policy. 

“It’s im¬ 
portant for 
me to think 
about what 
an overhaul 
of our foreign policy should look 
like from the standpoint of really 
thinking how it impacts those 
around the world, and where our 
values intersect with what’s hap¬ 
pening,” Omar said. “We spend a 
lot of money in engaging unwin- 
nable wars, and I don’t think it 


matches with the values of trying 
to create prosperity in the United 
States.” 

Earlier this month, Vice 
President Mike Pence said in a 
Fox News interview that Omar 
“doesn’t know what she’s talking 
about” after her criticism of the 
administration’s hawkish stance 
on Venezuelan President Nico¬ 


las Maduro. That echoed simi¬ 
lar hits from President Donald 
Trump and other Republicans for 
remarks she made that they felt 
minimized the 9/11 terrorism at¬ 
tacks, a controversy that sparked 
death threats against Omar. 

As she works to make her own 
imprint on U.S. foreign policy, 
Omar may have to forge com¬ 


mon purpose with some of the 
same domestic political adver¬ 
saries with whom she previously 
sparred. 

“Relative to domestic policy 
issues, foreign policy tends to be 
an area where there is biparti¬ 
sanship,” said Colin McElhinny, 
associate director of the congres¬ 
sional and government affairs 
team at the nonpartisan Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington. 

A test of that is shaping up with 
a House bill Omar proposed this 
month. Her legislation would hold 
the tiny, wealthy country of Bru¬ 
nei accountable for a newly instat¬ 
ed penal code that, according to 
Human Rights Watch, “requires 
death by stoning for extramarital 
sex and anal sex; amputation of 
limbs for stealing; and 40 lashes 
with a whip for lesbian sex. Abor¬ 
tion is also criminalized.” 

Omar’s legislation would bar 
any official of the Muslim-major- 
ity Southeast Asian nation who’s 
responsible for implementing the 
penal code from traveling to or 
doing business with the United 
States. 


'when I 
think about 
foreign 
policy, 
we need 
something 
equivalent 
to the 
Green New 
Deal.' 

Rep. Ilhan 
Omar 

D-Minn. 
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Texas bill funds safe gun storage program 


By Jim Vertuno 

Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — Lawmakers in gun- 
loving Texas have quietly gone around 
the National Rifle Association by slipping 
language into a massive spending bill that 
would fund a $1 million public safety cam¬ 
paign on gun storage. 

The last-minute move late Sunday sets 
up a political test rarely seen in Texas for 
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott, who must 
decide whether to veto the spending or to 
ignore NRA opposition and approve the 
program. 

An Abbott spokesman did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request for comment, 
and the Texas Legislature adjourned Mon¬ 
day until 2021. 

The campaign for safe home gun storage 
is a small item in the two-year, $250 billion 
state budget, and it was fiercely opposed 
by the NRA and gun rights activists. The 
measure failed to get a vote and appeared 
all but dead weeks ago. 

Then budget negotiators — the major¬ 
ity of whom are Republicans — added the 
funding into a budget bill. The legislation 
was approved Sunday night by the GOP- 


controlled Legislature. 

“I have full confidence that the governor 
will look at it hard and will realize it’s all 
about saving lives. I hope there is no one 
discouraging him,” Gyl Switzer, executive 
director of Texas Gun Sense, said Monday. 

Abbott has said he would support pro¬ 
moting gun safety. But he has also bowed 
to pressure from the NRA and gun rights 
advocates on issues such as stiffer penal¬ 
ties for negligent gun storage, as well as 
“red flag” laws to keep guns away from 
people deemed dangerous to themselves or 
others. 

The creation of a new safe storage cam¬ 
paign in Texas would be a rare defeat for 
the NRA, which has long flexed consider¬ 
able muscle in a state with more than 1.3 
million handgun license holders. 

Texas lawmakers have steadily expand¬ 
ed gun rights over the last decade. That in¬ 
cludes a Sunday night vote to allow anyone 
who can legally own a gun to carry it open¬ 
ly or concealed for a week after a natural 
disaster declaration. 

The NRA and its state affiliate, the Texas 
State Rifle Association, have worked to 
beat back new restrictions on gun owner¬ 


ship, including after two recent high-pro¬ 
file mass shootings: one at a church in 
Sutherland Springs in November 2017 that 
killed more than two dozen people, includ¬ 
ing a pregnant woman, and a shooting at 
Santa Fe High School near Houston that 
killed 10 people and wounded 13 others in 
May 2018. 

The proposal for a safe gun storage pub¬ 
lic service campaign came after the Santa 
Fe High School shooting. Police have said 
the then-17-year-old gunman took his fa¬ 
ther’s weapons from their home. 

After the Santa Fe shooting, Abbott’s 
gun law proposals said he wanted to “to en¬ 
courage the millions of law-abiding, gun¬ 
owning Texans to embrace their personal 
responsibility for gun safety.” 

Bills filed by Democrats to have the 
Texas state police agency create a safe 
storage campaign never made it to votes 
in the House or Senate. The NRA lobbied 
against them, arguing that gun rights 
groups and gun manufacturers have simi¬ 
lar campaigns that are widely distributed 
to gun stores and shooting ranges. In one 
public hearing, an NRA lobbyist warned 
lawmakers that a campaign designed by 


the Texas state police could easily be cor¬ 
rupted by anti-gun rhetoric. 

Abbott has line-item veto power in the 
budget, meaning he could strip out the safe 
storage campaign without scuttling the en¬ 
tire spending bill. 

Alice Tripp, legislative director and lob¬ 
byist for the Texas State Rifle Association, 
said the group still opposes the program 
but isn’t in the business of asking for veto. 

“We don’t do that. Gov. Abbott does not 
need that kind of advice from us. We bring 
information to the table,” Tripp said. “If he 
calls me, I would tell him that.” 

Advocates for the safe-storage campaign 
say it’s needed far beyond efforts to stop 
mass shootings. 

Nationwide, nearly 1,700 children under 
age 18 died from accidental gun deaths 
from 2001 to 2017, while more than 33,000 
were injured, according to the federal Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. 
A University of Texas study of pediatric 
shooting injuries or deaths over a 15-year 
period in Houston found that in most cases, 
there was no adult supervision at the time 
and most families had received no training 
on safe gun storage at home. 


Supreme Court upholds Ind. 
abortion law on fetal remains 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court is upholding an In¬ 
diana law that requires abortion 
providers to dispose of aborted 
fetuses in the same way as human 
remains. But the justices are stay¬ 
ing out of the debate over a broad¬ 
er, blocked provision that would 
prevent a woman in Indiana from 
having an abortion based on gen¬ 
der, race or disability. 

The court split 7-2 in allow¬ 
ing Indiana to enforce the fetal 
remains measure that had been 
blocked by a federal appeals 
court. The justices said in an un¬ 
signed opinion that the case does 
not involve limits on abortion 
rights. 

Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Sonia Sotomayor dissented. 
Ginsburg said in a short opinion 
that she believes that the issue 
does implicate a woman’s right to 
an abortion “without undue inter¬ 
ference from the state.” 

The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Chicago had blocked 
both provisions of a law signed 
by Vice President Mike Pence 


in 2016 when he was Indiana’s 
governor. 

The court’s action Tuesday 
keeps it out of an election-year 
review of the Indiana law amid a 
flurry of new state laws that go the 
very heart of abortion rights. Ala¬ 
bama Gov. Kay Ivey this month 
signed a law that would ban virtu¬ 
ally all abortions, even in cases of 
incest and rape, and subject doc¬ 
tors who perform them to crimi¬ 
nal prosecution. The law has yet 
to take effect and is being chal¬ 
lenged in court. 

Other states have passed laws 
that would outlaw abortions once 
a fetal heartbeat has been detect¬ 
ed, typically around six weeks of 
gestation. 

The Indiana measure that 
would have prevented a woman 
from having an abortion for rea¬ 
sons related to race, gender or 
disability gets closer to the core 
abortion right. While the justices 
declined to hear the state’s appeal 
of that blocked provision Tues¬ 
day, they indicated that their de¬ 
cision “expresses no view on the 
merits.” 


Appeal over transgender bathrooms is rejected 


WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court will not take up 
a challenge to a Pennsylva¬ 
nia school district’s policy al¬ 
lowing transgender students 
to use bathrooms and locker 
rooms that correspond with 
their sexual identity. 

The justices on Tuesday 
rejected an appeal from stu¬ 
dents who argued that allow¬ 
ing transgender students to 
use the same facilities violated 
their right to privacy. 


The court’s order leaves in 
a place a federal appeals court 
ruling that held the Boyertown 
School District, about 45 miles 
northeast of Philadelphia, 
could continue to allow trans¬ 
gender students the choice of 
what facilities to use. 

The students are repre¬ 
sented by the conservative 
Christian law firm Alliance 
Defending Freedom. 

From The Associated Press 

















Page 10 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, May 29,2019 


NATION _ 

Many students unvaccinated without waivers 



Paul Vernon/AP 


Starr Roden, a registered nurse and immunization outreach coordinator with the Knox County Health 
Department, administers a vaccination to Jonathan Detweiler, 6, in Mount Vernon, Ohio, this month. 
Many U.S. students are going without vaccinations for religious, philosophical or logistical reasons. 


By Julie Carr Smyth 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — States 
are heatedly debating whether to 
make it more difficult for students 
to avoid vaccinations for religious 
or philosophical reasons amid the 
worst measles outbreak in de¬ 
cades, but schoolchildren using 
such waivers are outnumbered 
in many states by those who give 
no excuse at all for lacking their 
shots. 

A majority of unvaccinated or 
undervaccinated kindergartners 
in at least 10 states were allowed 
to enroll provisionally for the last 
school year without any formal 
exemption, according to data re¬ 
ported to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Only 
27 states submitted information 
about the group, so the true size 
of the problem is unknown. 

Poor access to health care keeps 
some of those children from get¬ 
ting inoculated against some of 
the most preventable contagious 
diseases, but for others the rea¬ 
sons are more mundane. 

“It really could just be, ‘I didn’t 
have time to go to the doctor,’ 
or ‘I just don’t want to do this,”’ 
said Melissa Arnold, CEO of the 
American Academy of Pediat¬ 
rics’ Ohio chapter. “From a public 
health standpoint, we really don’t 
know.” 

Experts say it’s likely that many 
or even most of those children 
ultimately get all their vaccina¬ 
tions, as state laws require, but 
no one knows for sure. It’s neither 
tracked nor required to be. 

That leaves officials with a 
maddening lack of information as 
vaccination rates inch downward 
and diseases like measles, once 
declared eradicated, reemerge. 

The CDC has called on educa¬ 


tion officials to do more to ensure 
that those children get vaccinat¬ 
ed, and state health and education 
departments routinely issue re¬ 
minders. But for school officials, 
complying with state mandates 
that require children be vac¬ 
cinated in order to attend class 
can sometimes require choosing 
between educating students and 
safeguarding public health. 

“At the heart of our purpose is 
to have children in school; that’s 
our role as school nurses,” said 
Kate King, a board member at the 
Ohio Association of School Nurs¬ 
ing. “We don’t want to exclude 


them. So that’s our dilemma.” 

All 50 states allow students to 
receive exemptions from vacci¬ 
nations for medical reasons. But 
formal vaccine exemptions for 
religious or philosophical reasons 
have recently come under fire 
as the CDC has confirmed 880 
measles cases in 24 states since 
January, the greatest number 
since 1994. 

But children whose vaccina¬ 
tions are incomplete for other 
reasons can’t be ignored. 

Of the 27 states that reported 
data on that group for the 2017- 
18 school year, Arkansas had the 


highest percentage of kinder¬ 
garten students enrolled without 
complete vaccinations and with¬ 
out invoking a medical, religious 
or philosophical exemption, ac¬ 
cording to the CDC. In Ohio, that 
figure was 5.3%, the second high¬ 
est. Georgia and Hawaii were 
lowest, at 0.2%. 

Neither Ohio nor Arkansas has 
any measles cases yet this year, 
but health officials say the per¬ 
centages of unvaccinated children 
are a worry. A 95% immunization 
rate is considered necessary to 
achieve group resistance to the 
spread of a contagious disease, 


officials said. 

“If it gets here, it will be bad,” 
King said of Ohio. 

In the 10 states where unvac¬ 
cinated kindergartners lacking 
exemptions outnumbered un¬ 
vaccinated kindergartners who 
invoked them, the figures were 
striking. Only about 15,000 chil¬ 
dren were using exemptions, 
compared with almost 27,000 who 
weren’t. Overall, the 27 states 
reported about 60,000 kinder¬ 
gartners who were unvaccinated 
without exemptions and about 
70,000 who used them. 

States provide anywhere from 
a few days to many months for 
students to get vaccinated, but 
officials in charge of the vacci¬ 
nation data for several different 
states said no system is in place to 
go back and check whether chil¬ 
dren ever get caught up. 

The CDC theorizes that “vac¬ 
cine hesitancy” — fueled by a 
vocal anti-vaccination move¬ 
ment that contends some shots 
are unsafe despite overwhelming 
evidence to the contrary — has 
contributed to rising levels of un¬ 
vaccinated schoolchildren in the 
U.S. 

Dr. Jennifer Dillaha, medical 
director for immunizations at the 
Arkansas Department of Health, 
said that in her state the issue is 
access. 

Most Arkansas children are on 
Medicaid, health insurance for 
low-income residents, and 16 of 
75 Arkansas counties have only 
the local health department to 
turn to for vaccinations, she said. 

“We have a weak immuniza¬ 
tion infrastructure,” she said. 
“Consequently, because there 
are access issues, it varies from 
school to school how rigidly they 
enforce attendance requirements 
for vaccinations.” 


Endangered Mexican wolves blamed for more livestock deaths 


By Susan Montoya Bryan 

Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — It’s 
shaping up to be a deadly year for 
livestock in the American South¬ 
west as the number of cows and 
calves killed by Mexican gray 
wolves has skyrocketed, aggra¬ 
vating an already tenuous rela¬ 
tionship between U.S. wildlife 
managers, environmentalists and 
rural residents. 

Federal reports show the en¬ 
dangered wolves have been 
blamed for the deaths of 88 do¬ 
mestic animals in New Mexico 
and Arizona in the first four 
months of the year. 

That’s on pace to surpass the 
nearly 100 livestock kills con¬ 
firmed in all of 2018 and sig¬ 
nificantly more than has been 
recorded over the same four- 
month period in any year since 
the predators were reintroduced 
in 1998. 

More Mexican wolves are in 
the wild now than at any time 
since they were nearly extermi¬ 
nated decades ago. A subspecies 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


Mexican gray wolves have faced 
a difficult road to recovery that 
has been complicated by politics 
and conflicts with livestock. 

of the Western gray wolf, Mexi¬ 
can wolves have faced a difficult 
road to recovery that has been 
complicated by politics and con¬ 
flicts with livestock. 

Catron County Manager Bill 
Green said his constituents have 
seen calf birth rates drop by one- 
third or more and they feel there’s 
nowhere to turn because federal 
officials say they have a respon¬ 


sibility under the federal Endan¬ 
gered Species Act to restore the 
wolves. 

Some ranchers and rural resi¬ 
dents expect things to get worse as 
the wolf population grows. There 
are at least 131 of the predators 
in the mountain ranges spanning 
southwestern New Mexico and 
southeastern Arizona. 

“On the local front, it’s been a 
battle to keep the impact as small 
as possible,” Green said. “We have 
several ranchers in areas next to 
wilderness that are already being 
run out of business.” 

Wolves were found to be re¬ 
sponsible for killing more than 
three dozen cows and calves in 
April alone. That was almost dou¬ 
ble the previous month. 

While ranchers see the reintro¬ 
duction program as a threat to a 
livelihood already complicated 
by drought and rising costs, en¬ 
vironmentalists contend more 
can be done to discourage wolves 
from targeting livestock. 

The environmental group 
Defenders of Wildlife has been 
working with some ranchers in 


the Southwest. Some ideas are 
simple — from using range rid¬ 
ers to keep a close eye on herds 
to quickly disposing of cattle car¬ 
casses to keep from attracting 
wolves. 

Brady McGee, who heads the 
Mexican wolf recovery program 
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser¬ 
vice, said wolves often can run 
into trouble because the grazing 
and calving seasons are year- 
round in the Southwest. 

“Part of this is for the wolf pro¬ 
gram to survive, we need to create 
a social tolerance out there,” he 
said. “In order to create that so¬ 
cial tolerance, we have to be able 
to reduce and minimize wolves 
eating livestock and reduce those 
conflicts.” 

Some money is allocated an¬ 
nually for reimbursing livestock 
losses, but federal officials ac¬ 
knowledge they need more to pro¬ 
vide incentives for the livestock 
industry to take more precautions 
to protect herds. 

McGee said wildlife manag¬ 
ers could set up food caches for 
denning wolves to shift the focus 


from cattle. He also suggested 
ranchers reposition their herds 
at key times and pen them up 
in smaller pastures, explaining 
that some of the highest livestock 
mortality comes early in the year 
when wolves are denning. 

Some argue the wolves already 
are highly managed. They’re 
rounded up when they stray out¬ 
side certain boundaries, when 
they pair with the wrong mate 
or if they develop an affinity for 
livestock. Biologists also decide 
which captive-bred pups are 
matched with wild packs as part 
of fostering efforts to boost the 
population. 

Bryan Bird, with Defenders of 
Wildlife, said wolves are as much 
a social and cultural issue for 
ranchers and rural residents as 
they are a scientific challenge. 

“We believe that social change 
can only come from inside the 
community,” Bird said. “It doesn’t 
come from the federal govern¬ 
ment or the advocates pushing 
change on these people. It has to 
happen from within, and it has to 
happen organically.” 
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A great divide 

Even Democratic-led states wrestle with abortion 
bills as conscience, political considerations collide 


Jennifer McDermott/AP 

Women dressed as characters from the “The Handmaid’s Tale” protest in favor of 
abortion rights outside a fundraiser for the Rhode Island Senate Democrats political 
action committee in Providence, R.I., on Thursday. 


By Jennifer McDermott 
and David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — A bill seeking 
to preserve abortion protections in state 
law fails to pass a key committee. Law¬ 
makers cite God, church and faith in pro¬ 
claiming their opposition to it. Abortion 
rights groups protest outside a gathering 
of lawmakers. 

What sounds like a legislative fight in a 
state controlled by anti-abortion Republi¬ 
cans is actually quite different. 

The bill seeking to protect abortion rights 
is in Rhode Island, a state controlled by 
Democrats at all levels of political power, 
and it’s stalled. 

“This is an issue, I think, where it’s very 
difficult to draw a line down party lines,” 
said Democratic state Sen. Erin Lynch 
Prata, a committee chairwoman who voted 
in favor of the bill. “It’s a very personal 
issue to a lot of people.” 

Rhode Island is not the only state led 
politically by Democrats where abortion 
rights legislation has either died or stalled 
this year. A bill to remove a dormant crim¬ 
inal ban on abortion in New Mexico was 
voted down in March by the Democrat-led 
state Senate despite a push by Democratic 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham to shore up 
abortion rights. In Hawaii, where all but 
six of the 76 lawmakers are Democrats, a 
bill allowing advanced-practice registered 
nurses to perform some abortions passed 
the Senate but died in a House committee. 

To be sure, some Democratic-led states 
are taking steps to enshrine the right to an 
abortion should the U.S. Supreme Court 
ever overturn the 1973 Roe v Wade deci¬ 
sion. Among them are Nevada, New York 
and Vermont. 

But the enthusiasm and recent success 
of anti-abortion activists to pass near-total 
bans on the procedure in about a half-dozen 
Republican-dominated states provides a 
stark contrast to the more muted response 
in states controlled by Democrats. 

'Keep fighting’ 

In those states, the legislative records 
and personal views of Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers are mixed, much to the disappointment 
of abortion rights supporters. 

Jocelyn Foye, co-director of The Womxn 
Project in Rhode Island, said she thinks 
that while many politicians run as Demo¬ 
crats in the state to win, they don’t al¬ 
ways vote like Democrats, particularly on 
abortion rights. She said she is frustrated 
that the abortion protection bill has not 
progressed. 

“At the same time, it has empowered me, 
as well as the community we have working 
with us, to really just not let up,” Foye said. 
“We’re going to keep fighting.” 

Members of The Womxn Project staged 
a protest last week outside a fundraiser for 
the Rhode Island Senate Democrats politi¬ 
cal action committee, intended to pressure 


the legislative leaders to bring the bill to 
a floor vote. Foye said it also was a way to 
hold the senators accountable for taking 
care of the women of Rhode Island. 

“The only thing standing in the way of 
this bill is Democrats, and they need to 
know that,” said Liz Gledhill, a member of 
the Rhode Island Democratic Party Wom¬ 
en’s Caucus who was among roughly 150 
people attending the protest. “You can’t 
call yourself a Democrat and vote against 
a bill like this.” 

The Rhode Island bill says the state will 
not restrict the right to an abortion prior 
to fetal viability or afterward if an abor¬ 
tion is necessary for the health or life of 
the mother. It also would repeal older state 
abortion laws deemed unconstitutional by 
the courts. 

Passage is far from assured in a heav¬ 
ily Catholic state where many lawmakers 
cite their faith as a guide to their political 
decisions. 

Democratic Sen. Harold Metts, a Baptist 
deacon whose statehouse office is decorat¬ 
ed with crosses, said he would never vote 
for an abortion rights bill because “abor¬ 
tion robs God of his glory by substituting 
man and government in God’s place to de¬ 
termine life and death.” 

Similar sentiments doomed the abortion 
rights legislation in New Mexico earlier 
this year. 

'Doing what’s right’ 

Eight Senate Democrats joined with Re¬ 
publicans to defeat the bill, which would 
have overturned a 1969 statute making it 
a felony for an abortion provider to termi¬ 
nate a pregnancy. Opponents, including the 
local Roman Catholic Church, highlighted 
provisions that would allow late term abor¬ 
tions to continue. 

The outcome caught many of the bill’s 
supporters by surprise and makes it likely 
that the state’s dormant abortion ban will 
stand at least through the 2020 election in 
a state where Democrats control the Legis¬ 
lature and every elected statewide office. 

During the floor debate on the bill in 
March, Democratic state Sen. Gabriel 
Ramos held aloft letters of opposition from 
three Catholic dioceses and urged col¬ 
leagues to follow their advice. 

“To me, I was just doing what’s right in 
my mind and for my district,” said Ramos, 
who voted against the bill and rejects the 
notion that abortion is a partisan topic. 
“This is a life issue; this is a moral issue.” 

State Sen. Gerald Ortiz y Pino, a practic¬ 
ing Catholic who supports abortion rights, 
said the Senate vote should be a wake-up 
call to abortion rights advocacy groups in 
New Mexico. He noted that there are just 
eight women in the 42-member Senate. 

“We lost; there is no way of getting 
around that,” he said. “If activists want to 
get a different result, they’re going to have 
to get more women in the Senate or they’re 
going to have to explain to more men in the 
Senate that they want a women’s right to 


choose to be honored.” 

In Hawaii, state Rep. John Mizuno, a 
Democrat, said lawmakers on the health 
committee he chairs believed a Senate bill 
expanding the ranks of those who can per¬ 
form abortions needed further discussion. 

The committee amended the bill to cre¬ 
ate a task force, and two other House com¬ 
mittees deferred it, effectively killing it for 
the session. Mizuno said the bill could be 
taken up next year. 

Abortion rights activists have taken 
heart in the actions of other states con¬ 


trolled by Democrats. New York adopted 
an abortion rights measure in January 
that, among other things, codifies many 
court-granted rights. 

Vermont’s Democratic-led legislature 
this month passed both a bill and consti¬ 
tutional amendment that would guarantee 
the right to abortion. 

Republican Gov. Phil Scott has said the 
bill will become law, but the amendment 
must be approved again by the legislature 
elected in 2020 for it to appear on the 2022 
ballot. 


*This is an issue, I think, where it’s very difficult to draw a line 
down party lines. It’s a very personal issue to a lot of people.' 

Erin Lynch Prata 

Rhode Island state senator 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

A demonstrator shouts slogans during a rally in support of abortion rights in Los 
Angeles on May 21. In some states, division among Democrats has prevented 
abortion rights legislation from being passed. 
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Former Boy Scouts recall abuse by leaders 



Photos by Richard Drew/AP 


Darrell Jackson, of The Bronx, N.Y., and his son, Darrell Jackson Jr., walk in New York on April 30. The 
elder Jackson was abused by Scoutmaster Freddie Modica after joining the Boy Scouts in 1972. 



Raymond Luna, of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., says he has psychological 
scars from abuse suffered as a Scout in the 1970s. 


Hundreds of men 
across US signing 
with lawyers to 
sue for damages 

By David Crary 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Sharing their 
stories doesn’t come easily for 
these middle-aged men. At times, 
their eyes well up or their voices 
crack as they describe being sexu¬ 
ally abused in the Boy Scouts and 
suffering from emotional damage 
long afterward. 

Looking back, they all remem¬ 
ber vividly how excited they were 
to become Scouts. 

“I was real gung-ho about get¬ 
ting my badges — fishing and 
campfires and all of that,” said 
Darrell Jackson, now a 57-year- 
old New Yorker. “It was good at 
the beginning.” 

Jackson, whose unit leader 
was convicted of sodomy and im¬ 
prisoned for about 18 months, is 
among hundreds of men across 
the U.S. who have recently con¬ 
tacted lawyers for help suing the 
Boy Scouts of America for sex 
abuse they say they suffered at 
the hands of Scout leaders. 

Many of the men are from New 
York, which this year adjusted its 
restrictive statute-of-limitations 
law. The changes allow victims 
of long-ago abuse to sue for dam¬ 
ages during a one-year window 
starting in August. New Jersey 
enacted a similar law this month. 
California is on track to follow 
suit. 

Some of the lawyers told The 
Associated Press they have evi¬ 
dence that the BSA was inaccu¬ 
rate when the organization said 
in recent press statements that it 
had never “knowingly allowed a 
perpetrator to work with youth.” 

The Boy Scouts acknowledge 
that sex abuse litigation poses 
a financial threat and have not 
ruled out seeking bankruptcy 
protection. 

Jackson joined a Cub Scout 
pack in Brooklyn in 1972 and the 
next year testified against his 
pack leader, Freddie Modica. 

His initial fascination with the 
Boy Scouts was simple: He liked 
the uniforms. “It was like G.I. Joe 
dolls,” he recalled. 

He soon learned that some boys 
in the unit were making visits to 
the pack leader’s home. 

“They made it seem like it was 
a big thing — and I felt out of the 
loop,” Jackson said. “When I got a 
chance to go, I was like ‘OK.’ ” 

The allure, Jackson recalled, 
was that the scoutmaster — while 
posing as a supportive father 
figure — let the boys engage in 
taboo pastimes such as smoking 
and drinking. 

Jackson now refers to what en¬ 
sued as “the ugliness”—repeated 
sexual molestation by the scout¬ 
master until Jackson summoned 
the nerve to tell his grandmother, 
who was raising him. Initially 
skeptical, she eventually went to 


police. 

In the years after the trial, 
Jackson says, he was often 
mocked with anti-gay slurs. He 
responded at times with belliger¬ 
ence and mistrust. 

“It caused me to go into crime, 
drugs, everything, just to block 
stuff out,” he said. “It basically 
messed up 
^ my life.” 

It Despite 

haciirallv receiving 
oasicaiiy psy choiogi- 

messed up cal counsel- 

mv life f ing over the 

my ,,Te - years, his 
Darrell marriage 
Jackson broke down, 
former Boy Scout His childhood 
dreams of 
becoming an 
oceanographer faded. He cobbled 
together a career in home remod¬ 
eling and maintenance. 

Scars and shame 

Raymond Luna said he still has 
psychological scars from being 
abused as a Scout in New York 
City in the 1970s. 

“In my head, there’s still anger,” 
said Luna, 56, who now lives in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., and runs a 


fire alarm installation company. 

He recalls that the scoutmas¬ 
ter befriended many of the single 
moms—including his own—who 
had sons in the troop. Luna was 
among several boys who began 
visiting the scoutmaster’s house. 
He said that’s where the molesta¬ 
tion took place. 

He said he never reported the 
abuse to others. 

“The shame was so big — like 
it was a secret,” he said. “During 
my teenage years up to when I 
was 33,1 totally blocked it out.” 

Even during a 26-year-mar- 
riage — which produced five 
children before ending in divorce 
— Luna said he never told his 
wife. He abused drugs and al¬ 
cohol to keep the bad memories 
at bay and underwent years of 
therapy. 

The counseling “helped me re¬ 
alize that I was a victim and not a 
participant,” he said. 

Luna says he’s increasingly 
at peace. He has shared his full 
story with his current girlfriend. 
But he snapped to attention when 
he saw a TV ad seeking survivors 
of Boy Scout sex abuse to join in 
litigation. He and Jackson signed 
on with the same Seattle-based 


law firm. 

After searching the inter¬ 
net for references to his former 
scoutmaster, he learned nothing 
about the man’s whereabouts but 
found him listed in a database of 
the Boy Scouts’ “ineligible volun¬ 
teer” files, which list thousands of 
adults barred from Scouting be¬ 
cause of confirmed or suspected 
acts of molestation. 

An expert hired by the Boy 
Scouts testified earlier this year 
that 7,819 suspected abusers were 
identified in the files, as well as 
12,254 victims. 

Luna’s former scoutmaster was 
placed in the files in 1964 after 
an arrest for abusing a 12-year- 
old boy, yet he rejoined New York 
City’s Scouting ranks in the early 
1970s. He remained a scoutmas¬ 
ter until 1975, roughly a year 
after Luna quit the organization 
in shame and anger, the paper¬ 
work showed. 

‘It wasn't their fault' 

Jason Amala, one of Jackson 
and Luna’s lawyers, said Scout 
officials failed to take reasonable 
steps to protect the boys from the 
foreseeable harm of being sexu¬ 
ally abused by Scout leaders. The 
claims will seek unspecified com¬ 
pensatory damages for pain and 
suffering and punitive damages 
based on an allegation that the 
BSA intentionally concealed their 
knowledge of the danger. 

“We get people who call us vir¬ 
tually every day who still think 
it’s their fault. And until the 
Scouts are fully transparent and 
accountable, you’re going to have 
that problem,” Amala said. “It 
wasn’t their fault — not their par¬ 
ents’ fault, not their moms’ fault. 
It was the Boy Scouts’ fault.” 

The BSA has repeatedly apolo¬ 
gized and says it now has policies 
to curtail abuse, including mak¬ 
ing mandatory criminal back¬ 
ground checks for all staff and 


volunteers and requiring two or 
more adult leaders to be present 
with youth at all times during 
Scouting activities. 

“We believe victims; we support 
them,” said the BSA’s chief execu¬ 
tive, Mike Surbaugh. “We encour¬ 
age them to come forward.” 

William Stevens, 50, came for¬ 
ward last year in Arkansas, filing 
a lawsuit alleging he was mo¬ 
lested by his scoutmaster at least 
six times over a two-year period 
after joining the Scouts’ Webelos 
program shortly before his 10th 
birthday in 1978. 

The BSA’s files show that the 
scoutmaster accused by Stevens, 
Samuel Otts, was caught sexu¬ 
ally abusing a boy while a scout¬ 
master in Georgia in 1977. Yet 
Otts subsequently registered as a 
Scout leader in Arkansas and re¬ 
mained active until 1980. 

Rather than call police, the 
Scouts “allowed him to transfer 
and did nothing to warn the par¬ 
ents and Scouts” in his new troop, 
said Peter Janci, one of Stevens’ 
lawyers. 

Last year, an Arkansas judge 
ruled against Stevens, saying 
his lawsuit was precluded by 
the state’s statute of limitations. 
Janci hopes that ruling will be 
reconsidered if his legal team can 
prove the Boy Scouts made false 
claims about their abuse-preven¬ 
tion efforts. 

The Boy Scouts say they report 
all suspected abusers in their da¬ 
tabase to law enforcement. 

But Janci and his partner, Ste¬ 
phen Crew, say they have identi¬ 
fied multiple cases in the Boy 
Scouts’ database in which adult 
volunteers implicated in child 
abuse were allowed to return to 
Scouting assignments on a proba¬ 
tionary basis. 

Asked about the lawyers’ as¬ 
sertion, the BSA pointed to its 
current anti-abuse policies, but 
added, “We recognize, however, 
that there were moments in our 
organization’s history when cer¬ 
tain cases were not handled the 
way they would be addressed 
today.” 

Stevens went on to forge a suc¬ 
cessful life. He’s married, has a 
daughter and is human resources 
director for a Little Rock-based 
trucking company. 

Yet his experience in the Scouts 
in Hot Springs, Ark., has haunted 
him. 

“For the past 40 years, I’ve 
always felt like I was damaged 
goods,” he said. “I’ve lived with 
the shame and embarrassment 
and guilt because of the abuse I 
suffered. I pushed people away 
and didn’t let them get close to 
me.” 

Only in 2016, Stevens said, did 
he come across an online database 
that included the Boy Scouts’ file 
about Otts and learn of the abuse 
that was documented in Georgia. 
Stevens reached out to Janci’s Or¬ 
egon-based law firm and decided 
to go public with his story, speak¬ 
ing occasionally to small groups 
in abuse recovery programs. 

“That was the most difficult 
thing I’ve done in my life,” Ste¬ 
vens said, “but also the most 
rewarding.” 
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Study: E-cig flavorings 
may pose risk to heart 



Steve Helber/AP 


A customer blows smoke from a vape pipe in Richmond, Va., in 
January. A new study raises concern about whether inhaling vapor 
from e-cigarettes and other devices poses a risk of heart disease. 


By Lauran Neergaard 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON—E-cigarettes 
aren’t considered as risky as reg¬ 
ular cigarettes, but researchers 
have found a clue that their fla¬ 
vorings may be bad for the heart. 

Longtime smokers who can’t 
kick the addiction sometimes 
switch to e-cigarettes in hopes 
of avoiding the cancer-causing 
chemicals in tobacco smoke. 

But cigarette smoking doesn’t 
just cause lung cancer. It’s a lead¬ 
ing cause of heart attacks too, and 
little is known about e-cigarettes 
and heart disease. Chemicals 
in the inhaled vapor may pose 
unique risks that are important 
to understand, especially as more 
and more teens take up vaping. 

“It’s not possible for me to go 
into a patient and strip their ar¬ 
tery and test it” for a reaction to 


vaping, said Dr. Joseph Wu, di¬ 
rector of Stanford University’s 
cardiovascular institute. 

So his team tried the next best 
thing for a study published Mon¬ 
day. In laboratory dishes, they 
grew cells that normally line 
healthy human blood vessels. 
They exposed the cells to six dif¬ 
ferent e-cigarette flavorings, test¬ 
ing if the flavors — not just the 
nicotine — caused any effects. 

They also tracked what hap¬ 
pened when those cells were 
bathed in blood taken from peo¬ 
ple right after they had an e-ciga- 
rette, the way chemicals from 
vaping would make their way to 
the cardiovascular system. They 
also compared the cells’ expo¬ 
sure with blood from nonsmokers 
and people who smoked a regular 
cigarette. 

Vaping and some flavorings, 
even without nicotine, triggered 


blood vessel dysfunction that can 
increase the risk of heart disease, 
the researchers reported in the 
Journal of the American College 
of Cardiology. 

Cinnamon and menthol seemed 
the most toxic. But overall, cells 
showed signs of damage and were 
inflamed, less able to form new 
blood vessels or heal wounds. 

Small laboratory studies like 
this one can’t prove vaping really 
does harm, cautioned Dr. Jane 
Freedman, of the University of 
Massachusetts, who wasn’t in¬ 
volved in the research. But she 
said the work should spark addi¬ 
tional safety testing. 

The findings “suggest that even 
without the smoke of combustible 
cigarette products, there may 
be a smoldering fire of adverse 
health effects,” she wrote in an 
accompanying editorial. 

Another study at a recent heart 


meeting looked at health records 
to conclude e-cigarette users had 
a higher risk of heart attack than 
people who neither vape nor use 
tobacco products, but that also 
was only a clue, not proof. 

Wu’s team plans additional 
studies. The researchers are 
working with so-called “iPS 
cells,” ordinary cells taken from 
healthy volunteers and repro¬ 
grammed into a state where they 
can be grown into any type of tis¬ 
sue. Next up are tests of heart and 


brain tissue. 

U.S. public health officials are 
alarmed by an explosion of un¬ 
derage vaping, but Wu said it’s 
not just a question for teens. He 
worries about people who already 
have heart disease and may think 
switching from tobacco to e-ciga- 
rettes is enough protection. 

“This is really a warning shot 
that people should not be compla¬ 
cent and think that these e-ciga- 
rettes are completely safe,” Wu 
said. 


Tennessee clinic uses technology to fix ‘pigeon chest’ 



Physician’s assistant Matt Greiner tightens a plate on Tinsley Allen’s chest this month 
at East Tennessee Children’s Hospital in Knoxville, Tenn., to help correct a condition 
known as “pigeon chest.” 


By Kristi L. Nelson 

Knoxville (Tenn.) News Sentinel 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — In an exam 
room at East Tennessee Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal, all eyes were on Tinsley Allen, 14, as 
he became the first patient in Tennessee 
and one of the first in the nation to be fitted 
with a South American medical device. 

But Tinsley’s eyes were on his future: 
eight months to a year from now, when he 
should be able to take off his shirt to swim 
without people staring at him. 

Since he was about 2 years old, Tinsley 
has had pectus carinatum, more com¬ 
monly known as “pigeon chest.” His rib 
and breastbone stick out from his chest 
wall, giving him a pointy protrusion, like 
a bird’s. 

A two-year attempt to correct it with an 
older metal brace showed little progress 
toward making his chest look “normal” 
— and besides that, Tinsley said, it was 
painful. 

“It wasn’t padded ... and the metal clips 
dug into my ribs,” Tinsley said. He wore 
it 12 hours a day — anytime he wasn’t in 
school — and was responsible for manu¬ 
ally tightening the pressure himself — in 
hopes that the brace could gradually force 
his chest to a more typical shape. 

“It hurt him so bad that he didn’t want to 
wear it a lot of the time,” said his mother, 
Debra Allen. “It was a struggle.” 

At the end of the two years, there was 
very little difference. “It was very discour¬ 
aging,” she said. 

Surgeon Dr. Glaze Vaughan and physi¬ 
cian’s assistant Matt Greiner, of East Ten¬ 
nessee Children’s Hospital’s newly opened 
chest wall clinic, hope for a much better 
outcome with the newer device, the FMF 
Dynamic Compression System developed 
in Argentina. 

Vaughan compared it to “going from a 
T-Model to a Ferrari.” The newer device 
is fitted over Tinsley’s protrusion, and he 
wears it an increasing number of hours a 
day, beginning with four to six. 

A digital mechanism on the brace auto¬ 


matically adjusts the pressure, so all Tins¬ 
ley has to do is wear it for the recommended 
time, along with some breathing exercises 
to make his chest more flexible. Vaughan 
expects within a year to reach their goal 
— “complete correction, a totally normal 
chest wall” — before the end of the teen’s 
freshman year of high school. 

Children’s Hospital launched the month¬ 
ly clinic for children with chest wall de¬ 
formities a few weeks ago after noting the 
hospital treated nearly 70 children last 
year for the two most common conditions: 
pectus carinatum, which Tinsley has, and 
pectus excavatum, or “funnel chest,” when 
ribs and the breastbone grow inward. 

Pectus excavtum patients once had no 
option but to have a metal rod surgically 
implanted to help reshape the chest, but a 
newer treatment suitable for some uses a 
vacuum bell device that looks like a suction 


Kristi L. Nelson, Knoxville (Tenn.) News Sentinel/AP 


cup attached to the child’s chest. It creates 
a vacuum seal that gradually lifts the ster¬ 
num over time. 

Vaughan said chest wall deformities are 
not that uncommon, affecting about one 
in 5,000 children, with males four times 
more likely to have them. Most are con¬ 
genital, and while some are part of larger 
diagnosed syndromes, he said, many occur 
on their own with no other health issues, 
and their cause isn’t clear. Periods of 
rapid growth — as during puberty — can 
change the position of the sternum, mak¬ 
ing the chest wall condition even more pro¬ 
nounced, he said. 

While abnormally shaped chest walls 
can cause difficulty breathing, chest pain, 
respiratory infections and heart palpita¬ 
tions, Vaughan said, for many children 
their appearance is the biggest issue. A 
primary reason to treat the conditions, he 


said, is that children can develop “distort¬ 
ed body images” that can cause problems 
with confidence and self-esteem “right 
when they’re going through adolescence 
and trying to figure out who they are,” and 
can even lead to children being bullied. 

“We recognize these chest wall disor¬ 
ders are not just cosmetic,” Vaughan said. 
They can cause “a complete disruption of 
what a normal teen’s life should be.” 

That’s why patients at the clinic will 
see a multidisciplinary team of surgeons, 
nurse practitioners, subspecialists like 
pulmonologists and orthopedists, and psy¬ 
chologists and social workers who can help 
children deal with body image and psycho¬ 
logical issues. 

Social workers and care coordinators 
on the team can help identify resources to 
help uninsured or underinsured families 
afford the treatments, Vaughan said. “We 
don’t want any child to go untreated be¬ 
cause of an inability to pay,” he said. 

Though the FMF brace is new and man¬ 
ufactured in a different country, Vaughan 
said insurance appears to be paying for it 
— although it can still be pricey for fami¬ 
lies with high deductibles or co-pays. 

Debra Allen said her family’s employee- 
sponsored BlueCross Blue Shield policy 
paid all but about $725 of the roughly $3,500 
brace; she put $230 down and financed the 
rest. It’s a little more than three times the 
cost of Tinsley’s older brace, but “it’s worth 
every penny,” she said. 

Tinsley said he hasn’t been bullied for 
his appearance, but he enjoys swimming 
and basketball and has been self-conscious 
when he removes his shirt in public. While 
people aren’t ugly, he said, they still stare. 
“They’re curious,” he said. 

Though he notices it’s there, the new 
brace isn’t uncomfortable, he said, and 
shouldn’t impede him from his summer 
activities. He hopes as an adult that he’ll 
farm and work for Norfolk Southern. By 
then, the brace — and the condition it cor¬ 
rected — should be a distant memory. 

“This way, I won’t have to worry about it 
when I’m older,” Tinsley said. 
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Knife-wielding man attacks schoolgirls in Japan 



Kyodo News/AP 


Women pray after offering flowers near the scene where a man wielding a knife 
attacked a group of schoolgirls in Kawasaki, Jaoan, near Tokyo, on Tuesday. 


By Mari Yamaguchi 
and Jae Hong 

Associated Press 

KAWASAKI, Japan — A man carrying a 
knife in each hand and screaming, “I will 
kill you!” attacked a group of schoolgirls 
near a school bus parked at a bus stop just 
outside Tokyo on Tuesday, killing two peo¬ 
ple and injuring 17 before killing himself, 
officials said. 

Most of the victims were students at a 
Catholic elementary school who were lined 
up at the bus stop near Noborito Park in 
the city of Kawasaki when a man in his 
50s began slashing them with knives. City 
officials, quoting police, said the suspect 
was captured but died from a self-inflicted 
slash in his neck. 

Witnesses described a hellish scene: 
children and adults falling to the ground, 
some with their shirts soaked with blood, 
dozens of children running and screaming 
for help and school bags and books scat¬ 
tered on the ground. 

“I heard a scream so I stopped and turned 
around to see what happened. It was not a 
normal tone of voice,” said Yasuko Atsu- 
kata. She said she saw one person collapse, 
and then another. “The color of their white 
shirts turned red after they collapsed, then 
I understood they got stabbed.” 

In a nearby parking lot, a frightened- 


looking boy was in shock with scratches on 
his face, hands and legs, apparently from 
falling to the ground as he ran for his life. 


Police wouldn’t confirm specifics about 
the attacker except that he died. His identi¬ 
ty and motive weren’t immediately known. 


Kawasaki city official Masami Arai said 
most of the injured were students at Cari- 
tas Gakuen, a local Catholic school founded 
by Soeurs de la Charite de Quebec, an or¬ 
ganization of Catholic nuns in Quebec City 
in Canada. Arai said three of the injuries 
were serious. 

“We have sad news that one of our stu¬ 
dents was killed in the attack,” school Di¬ 
rector Hiroaki Takamatsu said at a news 
conference, choked with emotion. “I don’t 
know what to say to our students and their 
parents.” 

Kanagawa prefectural police confirmed 
17 people were injured and three others 
had died, including a man “who is not a vic¬ 
tim but linked to the case.” Police identified 
two of the dead as Hanako Kuribayashi, 11, 
and Satoshi Oyama, 39, a government em¬ 
ployee who was taking his child to the bus 
stop. 

Hospital officials said both had been 
slashed in the head, chest and face. 

Witnesses said that as the attack unfold¬ 
ed, the bus driver shouted at the attacker, 
and as he was running away, he cut his own 
neck, collapsing in a pool of blood as police 
seized him. 

Japanese media including public broad¬ 
caster NHK said he was 51, a resident of 
the city, and that police found two more 
knives in his knapsack in addition to the 
two he was holding. 


Italian leader vows to unite EU 
populists but he lacks partners 



CZAREK SOKOLOWSKI/AP 


Belrusians Adam Bialiatski, left, and Mikita Valadzko, both sentenced to prison, say 
they were protesting the wars in Ukraine and Syria. 

2 get prison for slaying sheep at protest 


By Colleen Barry 

Associated Press 

MILAN — Italy’s victorious right-wing 
leader, Matteo Salvini, said the European 
elections have created “a new geography” 
of anti-elite sentiment in the European 
Union. But it is far from certain that he 
will be able to forge a bloc from parties 
who are united around a strict euroskep¬ 
tic, anti-migrant, anti-Islam platform but 
little else. 

Salvini — who saw his once-regional 
League party surge to win 34% of the vote 
in Sunday’s European Parliament ballot 
in Italy from just 6% five years ago — is 
hoping to unite 100 to 150 EU deputies 
into a bloc to fight deeper EU integration 
in the 751-seat legislature. 

He is likely to have many fewer. 

The Europe of Nations and Freedom 
parliamentary group — which includes 
Salvini’s League among its eight official 
members, along with the far-right lead¬ 
ers of France, Germany and the Nether¬ 
lands — can claim 58 seats following the 
European vote. Far-right National Rally 
leader Marine Le Pen, who narrowly won 
France’s European vote, brings 22 seats 
to add to Salvini’s 28, making them the 
dominant players in the group. 

Salvini is looking to the fiercely euro¬ 
skeptic leaders in Poland, Hungary and 
Britain — all the top European vote-get¬ 
ters in their countries — to fill out the 
ranks of his bloc. 

Their victories mean “there is a desire 
for future, there is a desire for change, 
there is a desire for work, there is a desire 
for dignity,” Salvini said Monday. 

But so far, there is no evidence that 
leaders from other populist parties will 
respond to Salvini’s call. 

Nigel Farage, the leader of the Brexit 
Party, won nearly a third of the votes in 
Britain’s European ballot but doesn’t ap¬ 
pear to want any alliances in a parliament 


that he is planning to abandon as soon as 
possible. Poland’s nationalist, conserva¬ 
tive Law and Justice party has balked 
at Salvini’s and Le Pen’s sympathies for 
Russia, Warsaw’s old nemesis. 

Hungarian leader Viktor Orban is 
showing no signs of abandoning the cen¬ 
ter-right European People’s Party par¬ 
liamentary bloc that has been his Fidesz 
party’s home despite 
his being suspended 
from that group over 
concerns that he has 
made Hungary less 
democratic. 

Analyst Peter 
Kreko said Orban 
risks losing influence 
in Europe if he steps 
out of the protective 
umbrella of the EPP. 

“There was no 
breakthrough of the populist, right-wing, 
anti-immigration forces,” said Kreko, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Political Capital, a Bu¬ 
dapest research and consulting firm. “The 
big dreams of a huge euroskeptic group 
seem to have been rather idealistic.” 

Salvini also wants to bring in populist 
parties from the Czech Republic, Swe¬ 
den and Spain after receiving preelec¬ 
tion pledges from the Finns party and the 
Danish People’s Party. But again, even 
among parties with lower European pro¬ 
files, there have been no eager takers. 

Whether he can overcome what he 
called these “jealousies, sympathies, an¬ 
tipathies” will be the real test of his lead¬ 
ership on the European stage. 

“We have to create an alternative, and 
to do so, you have to get in the game. You 
don’t do it by turning up your noses,” Sal¬ 
vini said Monday. 

Even when Salvini has cemented his 
bloc — be it 58,100 or 150 lawmakers — it 
will still lack the power to make legislative 
change. 


By Vanessa Gera 

Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland — A Polish court has 
sentenced two Belarusian men to prison for 
a 2017 stunt in which they and other young 
adults stripped naked at Auschwitz and 
chained themselves together to the main 
gate as one of them slaughtered a sheep. 

The District Court in Krakow on Tues¬ 
day confirmed that the man who killed 
the sheep, Adam Bialiatski, was sentenced 
to a year in prison for animal cruelty and 
desecrating a site of memory, while a sec¬ 
ond man, Mikita Valadzko, was given eight 
months. Nine other participants were or¬ 
dered to pay fines. The verdicts are final. 

Bialiatski, who plunged a knife into the 
sheep multiple times, is the son of a promi¬ 
nent human rights activist in Belarus, Ales 
Bialiatski. He and Valadzko called their 
actions at the former Nazi death camp an 
“artistic performance” aimed at protest¬ 
ing the wars in Ukraine and Syria. 

“Our Ukrainian brothers and sisters 


are still dying,” Bialiatski told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview last year. “We 
thought if we do this performance art in a 
place like Auschwitz, we will attract atten¬ 
tion to the war.” 

During their performance in March 
2017, they unfurled a banner that said 
“Love” at the gate with the notorious Nazi 
inscription “Arbeit Macht Frei” (Work Sets 
You Free.) A group that included six Poles, 
four Belarusians and one German were 
chained together in the freezing cold and 
chanted a prayer: “I love all people, I love 
our planet, I have no enemies!” 

The men were initially convicted last 
year. In that ruling, Judge Bozena Holecka 
said an autopsy of the sheep showed that it 
was stabbed 15 times and that no creature, 
human or animal, should ever lose its life 
in such a place. 

Nazi German forces killed an estimated 
1.1 million people, the majority of them 
Jews, at the Auschwitz-Birkenau complex 
in occupied Poland. 
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WORLD 



Crowded 

commodity 


Nimsdai Project Possible/AP 


A long queue of mountain climbers line a path on Mount Everest on May 22. About half a dozen climbers died on Everest last week, most while descending from the congested 
summit during only a few windows of good weather each May. 


How Mount Everest’s popularity turned it into an ‘anxiety-inducing conga line’ 



Niranjan Shrestha/AP 


Indian climber Ameesha Chauhan, who survived dangerous 
overcrowding on Mount Everest, gets treatment at a hospital after 
she was rescued in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Tuesday. 


By Ankit Adhikari 
and Joanna Slater 
The Washington Post 

KATHMANDU, Nepal — Cha- 
tur Tamang was on his way to the 
roof of the world when he hit a 
traffic jam. 

Ahead of him, on the final as¬ 
cent to Mount Everest, he saw 
more than 100 people bunched 
together on the narrow ridge that 
leads to the summit — a place so 
high that it is known as the “death 
zone,” where the human body has 
trouble functioning. 

Some of those descending from 
the summit pleaded desperately 
with those ascending to clear a 
way for them to pass since they 
had run out of oxygen. “That sent 
chills down my spine,” said Ta¬ 
mang, 45, a mountaineering guide 
who lives in Russia. He fears that 
if no action is taken, the crowds 
next year could be worse, with 
potentially fatal consequences. 

At least 10 people died trying to 
reach the summit of the world’s 
tallest mountain this year, the 
deadliest climbing season for 
the peak in four years. One fac¬ 
tor contributing to this year’s toll 
appears to have been crowding 
as scores of people attempted to 
ascend in a short window of good 
weather, producing delays that 
extended the time climbers spent 
at deadly altitudes. 

Now officials in Nepal are re¬ 


viewing whether to change the 
way access to Everest works. 

Some experts say that the 
government should extend the 
climbing season in May or imple¬ 
ment certain requirements for 
climbers, a number of whom lack 
experience or sign on with com¬ 
panies offering bargain-priced 
expeditions. 

Nirmal Purja, an accomplished 
climber who is attempting to 
summit 14 peaks worldwide with¬ 
in seven months, was on his way 
down from the summit at Everest 


when he decided to stop and pho¬ 
tograph the scene behind him. It 
was unusually cold, he said, and 
extraordinarily crowded. 

“I’ve seen traffic, but not this 
crazy,” said Purja, who has sum- 
mited Everest four times. Purja 
is among those who believe that 
the solution is to lengthen the tra¬ 
ditional climbing season at Ever¬ 
est to spread out the climbers 
attempting to reach the summit. 

The Nepali government grant¬ 
ed 381 permits to climb the moun¬ 
tain this year, a record. At least 


double that number of people 
were on the mountain since the 
figure does not include guides. 

Because of the crowds, some 
climbers took longer than nor¬ 
mal to make their way up the 
mountain. One of them was Nihal 
Bhagwan, 27, an Indian man who 
died of dehydration, exhaustion 
and high-altitude sickness, said 
Keshav Paudel, of Peak Promo¬ 
tions, the expedition company 
guiding Bhagwan’s trip. 

Bhagwan spent two days each 
at two intermediary points on 
the climb, said Paudel, though he 
should have spent only one at each 
place. Already weak when he 
climbed to the summit, Bhagwan 
became totally depleted while de¬ 
scending, said Paudel, who attrib¬ 
uted his death both to the traffic 
and extreme exhaustion. 

Others who died this year in¬ 
cluded two other Indians, two 
Britons, two Irish citizens and 
one American. 

Some involved in the trekking 
business said what had unfolded 
on Everest last week was not 
abnormal and a reminder of the 
deadly stakes involved. 

“If you are setting out on an 
Everest expedition, it is no less 
than heading for a war,” said 
Mingma Sherpa, of Seven Sum¬ 
mit Treks. Climbing Everest is 
like “attaining the highest pil¬ 
grimage,” he said, and sometimes 


delays are unavoidable. “It is just 
like waiting for your turn outside 
a temple.” 

Others saw the traffic as an in¬ 
dication of how climbing Everest 
has become a commodity, draw¬ 
ing inexperienced thrill-seek¬ 
ers and polluting the mountain 
with garbage. Seeing the “anxi¬ 
ety-inducing conga line in the 
death zone,” it is “not only dread 
you sense but hubris, too,” Peter 
Beaumont wrote in the Guard¬ 
ian. Climbing the world’s tall¬ 
est peak “has become a trophy 
experience.” 

Nepali officials are reluctant 
to curb the number of climbers, 
who are also an important source 
of revenue for the country. 

“The government cannot just 
say no to the tourists who come 
to ask for permits,” said Meera 
Acharya, director at the De¬ 
partment of Tourism with re¬ 
sponsibility for mountaineering. 
“Personally, I feel that it is not as 
much about the number of per¬ 
mits as what kind of climbers we 
are issuing the permits to.” 

After this year’s expeditions 
are concluded, Acharya said of¬ 
ficials will analyze the data and 
determine how to move forward. 

“The mountain is for every 
human being,” said Purja, the 
climber attempting to summit 14 
of the world’s highest peaks. But 
it has “to be managed properly.” 
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WWII vet finally gets 
a belated graduation 

P| TAMPA — A 95-year- 
■ L old World War II vet¬ 
eran donned a cap and gown and 
walked with other graduates at a 
Florida high school. 

Joe Parricone missed his origi¬ 
nal 1943 graduation because he 
enlisted in the Army and was 
shipped off to Europe. He finally 
had the chance to participate in a 
ceremony Saturday in Tampa. 

WTSP-TV reported his fam¬ 
ily had told the story about Per- 
ricone’s missed graduation for 
years. But this year his grandson 
decided to do something about it. 

So Tom Palermo contacted 
the Hillsborough County School 
Board and made the event 
happen. 

City works to preserve 
Liberty Row heritage 

^ I LJ'j CLEVELAND — 
Cleveland is working 
to preserve the heritage of cen¬ 
tury-old trees planted to com¬ 
memorate area soldiers who died 
in World War I. 

The planting of the 9-mile 
stretch of red oaks that runs 
through Cleveland and into sub¬ 
urban Cleveland Heights and 
Shaker Heights marked its 100th 
anniversary on Memorial Day. 

Local officials are taking an 
inventory of remaining Liberty 
Row trees, many of which have 
died over the years, with some 
plaques lost or damaged. 

The greater Cleveland area was 
one of the first communities na¬ 
tionally to envision a multi-mile 
stretch of trees as a memorial to 
fallen soldiers. Between 1919 and 
1924, more than 800 oak trees 
were planted, each with a bronze 
plaque at its base engraved with 
the name of a fallen soldier. 


THE CENSUS 

The number of cats authorities say animal control officers removed from a suburban Detroit home 
where the animals were found living in what was described as deplorable conditions. The Oakland 
County Animal Shelter & Pet Adoption Center says the animals were found after an animal control 
officer went to West Bloomfield Township last month to perform a welfare check on cats at the home. 
The agency said 60 of the cats have been euthanized because of illness or aggression. The home was 
reportedly owned by two people who lived elsewhere. Prosecutors are expected to review the case for possible charges. 





Gregory Bull/AP 


Sawing wood above the waves 


A man sleeps on a La Jolla cliff above Black's Beach as a paraglider passes Friday in San Diego. 


Authorities: Explosives 
inert, pose no threat 

|y W NEWBURGH — Au- 
irl I thorities are investigat¬ 
ing how some fake, inert explosive 
devices turned up in parking lots 
in a town in New York’s Hudson 
Valley, while noting that there’s 
no danger to the public. 

The FBI tweeted Sunday about 
the peculiar finds in Newburgh, 
about 70 miles north of Manhat¬ 
tan. Newburgh police said the 
objects were discovered in park¬ 
ing lots of a mall and a nearby 
supermarket around 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Authorities haven’t released a 
description of the objects or spec¬ 
ified how many were found. 

Road closed after bee 
boxes fall off truck 

«Af A PULLMAN — Traf- 
WlM fic was disrupted in a 
Washington state city when boxes 
holding thousands of bees fell off 
a truck. 

The Moscow-Pullman Daily 
News reported the boxes fell off 
a Washington State University 
truck Thursday in Pullman. 

Pullman police took a call on 
the accident shortly after 7:30 
a.m. Police Chief Gary Jenkins 
said an officer described thou¬ 


sands of bees buzzing through the 
air while university employees 
put on protective gear and picked 
up the boxes. A road was closed 
until just before 10 a.m. 

The WSU Department of Ento¬ 
mology has a breeding program 
and research lab to study and 
protect bee populations. 

Ban on Styrofoam 
containers considered 

m PROVIDENCE — Rhode 
Island lawmakers are 
considering proposals to ban 
food service establishments from 
using disposable foam containers 
and plastic stirrers. 

Democratic Rep. David Ben¬ 
nett, of Warwick, introduced 
the bill. It’s based on legislation 
signed by Maine’s governor in 
April that bans single-use food 
and drink containers made from 
polystyrene foam — commonly 
known as Styrofoam — in 2021. 

Maine was the first state to 
ban the containers. Connecticut’s 
House passed a ban last week, 
which awaits Senate action. 

Environmental groups have 
sought such bans amid rising 
public awareness of how foam and 
plastic accumulates in oceans. 

Bennett said he wants to elimi¬ 
nate waste that’s generally not 


recycled. He’s sponsoring a sepa¬ 
rate bill to prohibit restaurants 
from providing plastic straws, un¬ 
less the customer requests one. 

Navy vessel relocating 
for D-Day anniversary 

I hi EVANSVILLE — A re- 
Ifl stored World War II 
naval vessel will move to a more 
prominent location along the Ohio 
River in Evansville in commemo¬ 
ration of the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day. 

The LST 325 troop landing ship 
will be docked at the former site 
of the Tropicana Evansville ca¬ 
sino boat June 6-9. Free tours of 
the ship will be offered. 

The ship took part in the 1944 
D-Day landings in France and 
was brought back to the U.S. from 
Greece in 2001 to be restored. 

Ranchers blame eagles 
for livestock deaths 

n ASTORIA—Northern 
Oregon ranchers say 
they’re losing lambs to predation 
by bald eagles. 

The Daily Astorian reported 
Ben Parker, of Brownsmead, has 
lost four lambs and suspects the 
same eagle killed them all. 


Wildlife photographer Neal 
Main said the eagle population 
has exploded. The raptors were 
removed in 2007 from the federal 
Endangered Species Act list and 
can be found in nearly every Or¬ 
egon county. 

Federal and state officials say 
predation by bald eagles on the 
North Coast remains rare. An an¬ 
imal may die in a field from other 
causes but be found with an eagle 
eating it. 

Killing eagles remains illegal. 

Court: ‘Borgata Babes’ 
case can go to trial 

|y I ATLANTIC CITY — A 
Iri 3 state appellate court said 
five cocktail waitresses who sued 
an Atlantic City casino for gender 
bias and a hostile work environ¬ 
ment can take their case to trial. 

The woman initially sued the 
Borgata casino in 2008, claiming 
the dress code for the “Borgata 
Babes” created a culture of hu¬ 
miliation and harassment. They 
also argued the casino shouldn’t 
be allowed to control how much 
the waitresses weighed. 

The case has been dismissed 
by a trial court, and has been ap¬ 
pealed twice. 

The appeals panel decision 
published Monday found some of 


the casino’s enforced standards 
included harassment of women 
for their weight while battling ill¬ 
ness or while pregnant. But over¬ 
all, the weight requirement itself 
didn’t violate New Jersey’s anti- 
discrimination law. 

The Borgata declined comment 
on the ruling. 

Fight follows marijuana 
getting a good cleaning 

P| NAVARRE — Florida 
I L authorities said a Loui¬ 
siana woman beat her wife with 
a bedpost, apparently upset 
her spouse put their marijuana 
through a washing machine. 

The Pensacola News Journal 
reported that Ashley Perkins, 30, 
of Youngsville, La., was released 
from jail Thursday after being 
charged with aggravated battery. 

The Santa Rosa County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office said Perkins and her 
wife were arguing over missing 
marijuana when the fight esca¬ 
lated. Investigators said Perkins 
began hitting her wife with a bed¬ 
post around her head, legs and 
left arm. 

Perkins told investigators 
her wife beat herself with the 
bedpost. 

From wire reports 
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Fast friends 


Bale, Damon set to star in film chronicling Ford's 1966 takedown of Ferarri at Le Mans 



By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

C hristian Bale remembers hun¬ 
kering down in front of a televi¬ 
sion set with his father to watch 
Formula One races, back in the 
glory days of Alain Prost, Jacques Laffite 
and Nelson Piquet. 

They even went to Brands Hatch before 
FI left the circuit near Kent, England. 

So the actor who’s been behind the 
wheel of the Batmobile read a script 
about the infamous 1966 showdown be¬ 
tween Ford and Ferrari at Le Mans, the 
racing aficionado jumped onboard. And 
when Matt Damon learned that Bale was 
already circling the project, the actor 
— no stranger to high-speed car chases 
from his Jason Bourne films — likewise 
jumped at the opportunity. 

The result is “Ford v Ferrari,” a film 
that comes out later this year focusing not 
only on the American manufacturers’ un¬ 
likely upset of the Italian juggernaut but 
on those who made it happen. 

Bale portrays Ken Miles, an engineer 
and driver, and Damon plays Carroll 
Shelby, one of the most famous American 
car builders in history. Together, they 
took Ford’s financial backing and created 
the GT40, a car that not only conquered 
Le Mans but swept the 1966 podium. 
“Racing is not just about oil and gaso¬ 


the grid, was the politics of it. Whereas 
Miles was horrible at that stuff.” 

The film, directed by James Mangold, 
went through several rewrites before 
Bale and Damon signed on. It was filmed 
primarily in California, but Bale said the 
group went to Le Mans for some scenes, 
and he even took a course at Bob Bondu- 
rant’s racing school. 

Walt Disney Studios is due to release 
“Ford v Ferrari” on Nov. 15 under the 
20th Century Fox banner. 


line. It’s about blood and sweat as well as 
the people inside those cars as well, and 
that’s what makes it so thrilling,” Bale 
said at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
where he and Damon waved the green 
flag for the Indy 500 on Sunday. 

“Ken Miles was a purist,” Bale said. 
“He’s someone that would try to win 
every single battle but often lose the war, 
and he’d shoot himself in the foot again 
and again and again. And it wasn’t until 
Shelby came along and gave him an op¬ 
portunity that he finally made it on the 
world stage.” 

Miles was a British-born driver with a 
sardonic sense of humor, Shelby was es¬ 
sentially his foil: a down-to-earth Texan 
who had a successful driving career of 
his own before reaching iconic status as 
the creator of the Shelby Cobra, a series 
of Ford muscle cars and, yes, the GT40. 

His relationship with Miles serves as 
the centerpiece of Ford’s dogged pursuit 
of Ferrari. 

“He was a really, kind of a bigger-than- 
life guy,” said Damon, “but I didn’t know 
this story about their friendship, and 
that’s why I wanted to do the movie. It’s 
such a great underdog story.” 

The story, the subject of a 2016 doc¬ 
umentary entitled “The 24 Hour 
War,” began in the early 1960s, 
when Enzo Ferrari expressed 
interest in 


pany. Henry Ford II spent considerable 
resources doing background work on a 
potential deal, only for Ferrari to sud¬ 
denly shut down negotiations. 

That chapped Ford, who ordered his 
racing division to build a car to beat Fer¬ 
rari, the Italian sports car company that 
had come to dominate endurance racing. 

But despite pumping untold sums of 
money into its program, Ford kept run¬ 
ning into problems with its project. So it 
ultimately turned it over to Shelby, who in 
turn sought out Miles, and together they 
not only got the program on track 
but also got it to Victory Lane in 
their first try at Le Mans. 

“There’s that relationship, 
right? And the friction in that 
relationship. They’re opposites 
in so many ways,” Damon said. 

“But they have the quali¬ 
ties the other needs. 

Carroll was great 
about politics and 
diplomacy. He 
could sell you any¬ 
thing. He under¬ 
stand that 
was a big part of 


‘Aladdin’ soars while ‘Booksmart’ barely passes at box office 


Associated Press 

Moviegoers voted with their dollars 
and chose the familiar over the new this 
Memorial Day weekend. The Walt Dis¬ 
ney Co.’s live-action remake of “Aladdin” 
crushed the competition at the box office, 
which included two new original R-rated 
films that opened as counterprogramming 
to the family pic: The critically acclaimed 
teen comedy “Booksmart” and the horror 
movie “Brightburn.” 

The strategy didn’t quite work. “Alad¬ 
din” did better than expected, grossing an 
estimated $86.1 million to take the top spot 
at the North American box office, accord¬ 
ing to studio estimates on Sunday. Accord¬ 


ing to reports Tuesday, the film hauled in 
$112.7 million for the three-day weekend. 

“Aladdin,” a musical-adventure directed 
by Guy Ritchie, stars Will Smith, Mena 
Massoud and Naomi Scott and draws 
heavily on the music and story of the 1992 
animated film (the top earner of that year) 
that it’s based on. 

With an international gross of $121 mil¬ 
lion, “Aladdin” has already earned over 
$233 million globally. It cost a reported 
$183 million to produce. 

The top few spots at the holiday box of¬ 
fice were populated by known brands and 
sequels. “John Wick: Chapter 3 — Parabel- 
lum,” now in its second weekend, placed 
second with $24.4 million through Sunday. 


“Avengers: Endgame” took third with $16.8 
million, and “Pokemon Detective Pikachu” 
landed in fourth with $13.3 million. 

Original films are struggling to attract 
significant audiences at the moment. 
Sony’s modestly budgeted horror movie 
“Brightburn” opened in fifth with $7.5 mil¬ 
lion. The James Gunn-produced film star¬ 
ring Elizabeth Banks puts a sinister spin 
on the Superman myth and has received 
mediocre reviews from critics. 

A surprise for many, however, was 
“Booksmart,” an Annapurna film distrib¬ 
uted by United Artists Releasing, which 
debuted in sixth with only $6.5 million, 
despite excellent reviews and steady buzz 
from its SXSW film festival debut. 


‘Jeopardy’ champ Holzhauer 
gets closer to Jennings’ mark 

James Holzhauer’s “Jeopardy” win¬ 
ning streak is still going and he could be 
on track to surpass Ken Jennings’ record 
earnings in the next month. 

Holzhauer on Monday won his 28th con¬ 
secutive game with an additional $130,222 
in winnings, the second highest one-day 
sum recorded on the show. The profes¬ 
sional sports gambler from Las Vegas also 
holds the record, which is $131,127. 

Holzhauer’s total earnings are now at 
$2,195,557. That’s $325,143 shy of Ken 
Jennings’ $2,520,700, which he won in 74 
episodes in 2004. 
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STARS^STRIPES. honors the 

75th Anniversary of D-Day 

To commemorate the events of June 6,1944, 

Stars and Stripes will publish a special section examining this 
pivotal moment in history. 



Join us as we look back on that historical day and lasting impact 
it has had on our country and the world. 

This exclusive special report will be available in your 

June 3 edition of Stars and Stripes. 
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OPINION _ 

Where’s the media spotlight on ‘Spygate’? 


By Hugh Hewitt 

Special to The Washington Post 

I f and when journalists read the best 
analysis to date of the second part of 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s re¬ 
port, they’ll be in for a shock. 

Part one of the report, though heav¬ 
ily redacted, has a simple conclusion that 
continues to reverberate through Ameri¬ 
can politics: There was no conspiracy 
between President Donald Trump, any 
member of his family or campaign staff, 
indeed between the Russian government 
and any American. Having come up empty 
on conspiracy charges — against anyone 
— the Mueller report turned to a series of 
accounts that can be summarized as “The 
president did these things, and they might 
be obstruction of justice.” (It is indeed pos¬ 
sible to violate prohibitions on obstruction 
of justice without an underlying crime. 
While rare, such cases do exist.) 

Enter Harvard Law professor Jack 
Goldsmith, widely regarded as a leading 
expert — perhaps the leading expert work¬ 
ing today — on national security law. For¬ 
merly the assistant attorney general for the 
Office of Legal Counsel (where the Justice 
Department’s brightest minds gather), 
Goldsmith now teaches at Harvard and 
writes for the website Lawfare, which he 
co-founded. 

Two weeks ago, Goldsmith issued an as¬ 
sessment of the second part of the special 
counsel’s report; on Thursday, he posted 
a follow-up to that assessment. In both 
pieces, with logic and detail, Goldsmith 
destroys claims of obstruction of justice by 


those unwilling to come to grips with the 
fact that the Mueller investigation is over. 
His analysis is tough, slogging through 
statutes, opinions and high principles of 
constitutional law, but at the end of the 
second essay, Goldsmith bluntly concludes 
that “the talented lawyers in the special 
counsel’s office ... include at the center of 
the legal analysis in Volume II a transpar¬ 
ently weak argument — so weak that it has 
no defenders.” 

Now the baton is passed from Mueller 
to Attorney General William Barr, and 
Barr is interested in much more important 
matters than the strained obstruction of 
justice theories of 19 frustrated prosecu¬ 
tors who, along with a vast staff of experts, 
worked mightily to find grounds on which 
to apply the obstruction-of-justice statute 
to the president’s actions. They could not. 
Rather than simply admit defeat, they con¬ 
cocted — as Goldsmith shows — an absurd 
theory, that, despite its shakiness, has trav¬ 
eled far and wide and has now yielded new 
“cover-up” talking points to the president’s 
opponents. 

Talking points, but not a formal impeach¬ 
ment proceeding. Why not? Because it is a 
doomed undertaking, and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., knows that to focus 
on it would also bring focus to “Spygate” 
— the ongoing investigation into the pos¬ 
sible abuses of power by a handful of se¬ 
nior FBI officials and possibly others in the 
intelligence community and the Obama 
administration. The attorney general has 
been open that an inquiry into the sketchy 
behaviors of the election season and transi¬ 


tion period is underway. Barr had not said 
more than that spying on the Trump cam¬ 
paign occurred, and he did not say whether 
there was justification (a “predicate”) or 
not. He doesn’t know. He has tasked a se¬ 
nior, respected prosecutor, John Durham, 
the U.S. attorney for the District of Con¬ 
necticut, with collecting the record and 
analyzing it. 

Which, of course, means that, if crimes 
were committed, the criminals are sweat¬ 
ing. It means they are “lawyering up.” It 
means the media is assembling its best 
and brightest to focus exclusively on what 
would be the scandal of the century. Oh, 
wait: That last part doesn’t appear to be the 
case. There are stories about what Barr 
has said and done, but not yet reports from 
any crack teams of wildly ambitious jour¬ 
nalists of the sort that helped crack open 
Watergate and other scandals. There just 
doesn’t seem to be much enthusiasm for 
“Spygate.” 

If Durham finds wrongdoing, it will be 
impossible for media elites to ignore. Wait 
and see, of course — the same advice I 
gave to Trump supporters and opponents 
alike through the long months of the Muel¬ 
ler investigation. Now that it is over, the 
same patience must be extended to Barr 
and Durham. And their work deserves as 
much attention as Mueller’s received, be¬ 
cause there might be a crime — or a few 
crimes — there. We shall see. 


Washington Post contributing columnist 
Hugh Hewitt hosts a nationally syndicated 
radio show and is author of “The Fourth Way: 
The Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP 
Majority.” 


Ensure your vote counts when serving overseas 


By Donald Palmer 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

A s Military Appreciation Month 
draws to a close, I am reminded 
of my own service as an intelli¬ 
gence officer in the United States 
Navy. From the decks of the USS John F. 
Kennedy to my military post in Italy, I 
served alongside some of our nation’s finest 
men and women in defense of democracy, 
even as we ourselves were sometimes un¬ 
able to participate in the electoral process 
due to exigent circumstances. 

I remember one Thanksgiving when my 
mail included an election ballot that I re¬ 
ceived weeks after the final votes had been 
tabulated back home. At the time I was dis¬ 
appointed and frustrated by the process. 
Today, from my post as a U.S. Election As¬ 
sistance Commission commissioner, I view 
that experience as an important reminder 
of our nation’s responsibility to ensure that 
servicemembers and other Americans liv¬ 
ing overseas have the tools they need to 
fully participate in elections despite the 
remote location of their service. 

This was also Congress’ goal when it 
passed the Uniformed and Overseas Citi¬ 
zens Absentee Voting Act of 1986, legisla¬ 
tion that protects the voting rights of our 
military and other Americans overseas. 
That law requires U.S. states and territo¬ 
ries to allow these citizens to register and 
vote in elections for federal office using 
special absentee voting procedures. 

While that may seem easy in theory, 
the past three decades have demonstrated 
that challenges remain for these voters, 
and we must strive to improve their voting 
experience. 

In my travels around the nation and in 
my time as an state election official in Vir¬ 
ginia and Florida, I’ve learned that infor¬ 
mation sharing and technology are key to 
finding efficiencies and ensuring military 


and overseas voters are able to fully par¬ 
ticipate in elections like other citizens. In 
addition, election administrators and vot¬ 
ers alike need access to federal support to 
make this process work. 

That is where the EAC and our part¬ 
ners at the Pentagon’s Federal Voting As¬ 
sistance Program are best-positioned to 
help. As the 2020 presidential election ap¬ 
proaches, below are some key tips to keep 
in mind. 

While many Americans now register 
to vote through the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, at an elections office or online, 
UOCAVA voters often do not have the ben¬ 
efit of such resources. For most, their first 
stop is the Federal Post Card Application, 
which is universally accepted as an absen¬ 
tee voter registration application for UO¬ 
CAVA voters. 

While the form is standard, the require¬ 
ments for completing it and submitting 
it may vary by state. FVAP has the form 
readily available on its website to download 
and recommends UOCAVA voters send in 
the form at least 90 days before the elec¬ 
tion in which they wish to participate and 
thereafter submit an updated FPCA every 
January or each time you move. If you are 
deploying, let your local election official 
know your temporary or new address. 

Once servicemembers are registered to 
vote, the Military and Overseas Voter Em¬ 
powerment Act requires that election ad¬ 
ministrators send UOCAVA ballots at least 
45 days before Election Day. That means 
that UOCAVA voters should request their 
ballot well ahead of that deadline. While 
the EAC and FVAP have partnered with 
the U.S. Postal Service to improve election 
mail processes, including for UOCAVA 
voters, it is a best practice to not cut these 
deadlines too closely. You should aim to 
mail or email your ballot request to elec¬ 
tion officials at least eight weeks before 
Election Day. Additional time may be 


needed for servicemembers stationed in 
areas where mail service is less frequent 
or reliable. An additional option for ser¬ 
vicemembers is to request to receive their 
blank ballot electronically through email 
or electronic download from their election 
office website, if available. 

According to the EAC’s 2016 Election 
Administration and Voting Survey, during 
the last presidential election, 368,516 bal¬ 
lots were transmitted by election officials 
to uniformed servicemembers. Of those, 
65.8% were returned. While the rejection 
rate for UOCAVA ballots in 2016 was rela¬ 
tively low across the nation, less than 3%, 
there are steps servicemembers can take 
to ensure their ballots are cast. For ex¬ 
ample, once you receive a ballot, take your 
time to read and carefully follow the in¬ 
structions provided before you mark your 
selections and return your vote. That will 
ensure that election administrators back 
home can count your ballot. 

As a former voting assistance officer 
for my fellow sailors, I know that casting 
a ballot while serving abroad can be com¬ 
plex and confusing in determining the 
state deadlines and rules that apply to you. 
However, please know that your own vot¬ 
ing assistance officers, FVAP and other 
branch-specific military voting support — 
as well as the EAC — can help you to navi¬ 
gate this important process. If you have a 
question, just ask. This is too important to 
procrastinate. 

We sincerely appreciate your service and 
the continuing sacrifices that you and your 
family make in defense of democracy. As 
the 2020 presidential election approaches, 
please know that I am committed to help¬ 
ing you participate in it. 

Donald Palmer serves on the U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission. He is a military vet¬ 
eran, having retired from the U.S. Navy after two 
decades as an intelligence officer and judge 
advocate general. 
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Spotlight on Okla. as it starts 
trial against makers of opioids 



AP 


Cleveland County District Judge Thad Balkman is the presiding judge 
in the trial over Oklahoma’s lawsuit against opioid drugmakers. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 


By Sean Murphy 

Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Oklaho¬ 
ma is poised to become the first 
state to go to trial in a lawsuit 
against the makers of pharma¬ 
ceuticals blamed for contributing 
to the nation’s opioid crisis. 

Although several states have 
reached settlements with drug- 
makers, including Oklahoma’s 
agreements this year with Oxy- 
Contin-maker Purdue Pharma 
and Teva Pharmaceuticals, the 
trial that started Tuesday against 
consumer products giant Johnson 
& Johnson and some of its subsid¬ 
iaries could bring to light docu¬ 
ments and testimony that show 
what companies knew, when they 
knew it and how they responded. 

The outcome could also shape 
negotiations on how to resolve 
the roughly 1,500 opioid lawsuits 
filed by state, local and tribal 
governments that have been con¬ 
solidated before a federal judge in 
Ohio. 

Here are some things to know 


PARIS — A merger between 
Renault and Fiat Chrysler will 
only happen if French jobs are 
protected, France’s finance min¬ 
ister said Tuesday. 

Speaking on RTL radio, Bruno 
le Maire said he has asked for 
“four guarantees” for the deal 
to go ahead, including that not a 
single job or factory on French 


about the Oklahoma trial: 

Who are the players? 

Oklahoma will be represented 
by three law firms that stand 
to earn up to 25% of any award, 
combined. The firms netted near¬ 
ly $60 million for their work ne¬ 
gotiating the Purdue settlement. 

Although 13 companies were 
initially listed as defendants, pre¬ 
trial settlements have left Jans¬ 
sen Pharmaceutical Companies, 
of Johnson & Johnson, which 
produced opioid drugs including 
Nucynta and the fentanyl patch 
Duragesic. 

Cleveland County District 
Judge Thad Balkman, who is 
presiding in the case, is a former 
Republican state legislator ap¬ 
pointed to the bench by former 
GOP Gov. Mary Fallin in 2013. 
Balkman, not a jury, will decide 
the case. He is allowing cameras 
in the courtroom, which is a rar¬ 
ity in Oklahoma. 

What are the allegations? 

Oklahoma alleges that the 
drugmakers helped create a pub¬ 
lic health crisis in the state by 


soil will disappear. “The first: in¬ 
dustrial jobs and industrial sites. 
I told Renault Chairman Jean- 
Dominique Senard very clearly 
that it was the first of the guar¬ 
antees I wanted from him in the 
opening of these negotiations with 
Fiat,” le Maire said. “A guarantee 
on the preservation of industrial 
jobs and sites in France.” 

Fiat Chrysler has proposed to 


extensively marketing highly ad¬ 
dictive opioids for years in a way 
that overstated their effective¬ 
ness and underplayed the risk of 
addiction. 

“The damage defendants’ 
false and deceptive marketing 
campaigns caused to the state of 
Oklahoma is catastrophic,” the 
lawsuit states. “As a result of the 
defendants’ egregious conduct, 
the state of Oklahoma paid, and 
continues to pay, millions of dol¬ 
lars for health care costs that 
stem from prescription opioid 
dependency.” 

The companies maintain that 
they are part of a lawful and 
heavily regulated industry that is 
subject to strict federal oversight, 
and that doctors are the ones who 
prescribe the drugs. Much of the 
opioid crisis, they argue, is the 
result of illegal activity, such as 
drugs being stolen or fraudulent¬ 
ly obtained. 

What has happened so far? 

Both sides have been wran¬ 
gling for two years over many 
pretrial issues in the complicated 


merge with France’s Renault to 
create the world’s third-biggest 
automaker, worth $40 billion, 
and combine forces in the race 
to make electric and autonomous 
vehicles. 

The merged company would 
produce some 8.7 million vehicles 
a year, leapfrogging General Mo¬ 
tors and trailing only Volkswagen 
and Toyota. 

Le Maire said he also wants 


case, and while a settlement is 
still possible, the state and John¬ 
son & Johnson both say they are 
ready for trial. 

Because many of those docu¬ 
ments involve trade secrets or 
marketing strategies and have 
been filed under seal, experts say 
much of the litigation so far has 
been marked by a great deal of 
secrecy. 

“Starting [Tuesday], the court 
will pull back the curtain,” said 
Stanford Law School professor 
Nora Freeman Engstrom. “It’ll 
provide one of the first opportuni¬ 
ties to see what started, and what 
fueled, this public health crisis.” 


the merger to take place within 
the alliance between Renault and 
Nissan, that French interests “be 
well represented” on the board of 
the new organization and that the 
future operation commits to the 
development of electric batteries 
in Europe. 

He added that if a deal is se¬ 
cured, France’s stake in Renault 
will go down to 7.5% percent from 
15%. 


Euro costs (May 29).$1.1481 

Dollar buys (May 29).€0.8710 

British pound (May 29).$1.30 

Japanese yen (May 29).107.00 

South Korean won (May 29).1,158.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2682 

Canada (Dollar).1.3470 

China (Yuan).6.9116 

Denmark (Krone).6.6722 

Egypt (Pound).16.8405 

Euro.$1.1190/0.8936 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8487 

Hungary (Forint).292.06 

Israel (Shekel).3.6146 

Japan (Yen).109.52 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3044 

Norway (Krone).8.6821 

Philippines (Peso).52.24 

Poland (Zloty).3.84 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7503 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3772 

South Korea (Won).1,187.78 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0062 

Thailand (Baht).31.80 

Turkey (Lira).6.0140 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


I INTEREST RATES I 

Prime rate 

,..5.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

,..3.00 

..2.39 

3 month bill 

..2.30 

..2.75 


France: Merger between Renault, Fiat must protect jobs 

Associated Press 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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THE FIRST ONE 
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COM&RATVLATIOUZ. 




ACROSS 

1 Cave flier 
4 Beanies 
8 Experts 

12 Punk rock 
offshoot 

13 Classic theaters 

14 Global septet 

15 Ages and ages 

16 When bar drinks 
are discounted 

18 First-rate, 
in slang 

20 Perched 

21 Apothecary 
measure 

24 Of the Arctic 
28 Annual 
celebration 
for a saint 

32 Forbidden act 

33 Freedom, 
for short 

34 First half of an LP 

36 Pol. party org. 

37 Raw materials 
39 Magazine 

founded in 1933 
41 Costume 

43 Admin, aide 

44 Composer Rorem 
46 Grammarian’s 

concern 
50 Freshman 

55 Pen name 

56 Garfield’s pal 

57 North Sea 
feeder 


58 “This tastes 
awful!” 

59 Engrossed 

60 Conked out 

61 Uncle (Sp.) 

DOWN 

1 Gridlock sound 

2 Latin love 

3 Singer Braxton 

4 Companions 

5 Oklahoma city 

6 Zing 

7 Easy targets 

8 Actor Kutcher 

9 Corp. boss 

10 Vichy water 

11 Old map letters 
17 Chatter 

19 Rx writers 

22 Tennis score 

23 Tyler Perry 
persona 


25 Mine find 

26 Diarist Frank 

27 Boulder 

28 Promote 
aggressively 

29 Flibernia 

30 Help a hood 

31 Evergreen trees 
35 Promised 

38 Twilight time 
40 Scale amts. 

42 Favorite 
45 Turned blue? 

47 Border on 

48 Leslie Caron role 

49 Repeat 

50 Supporting 

51 Lupino of film 

52 Wardrobe 
malfunction 

53 Peyton’s 
brother 

54 Actor Vigoda 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



5-29 CRYPTOQUIP 

MVFM-IORZVRF BVEVPOIN 

UAAVLJI POZVRF SOIP VR O 

BCEPV-FOBJ GSUIPG LURPJGP: 

O PUCIRJN FJRJIOE. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD 
EVERYBODY CALL THE TOP OFFICIAL LEADER OF 
DEAR ABBY’S FAN CLUB? ADVICE PRESIDENT. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals M 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 
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For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Sell Your Stuff! 




Take the fuss out of packing up for your next 
PCS—sell everything with Stripes free classifieds! 


STARSK^STRIPES. 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need ui 
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STARS 

Presents 


.and. 


STRIPES. 


™ R «HIR 

A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 


Listen Now on 

[ DtfwiMujJ aft *hr 1 M GET IT OW 

V AppStore H P Google Play 

and on Stupe 


Hosted by Michelle Harven and 
Air Force veteran Desmon Farris 


Available Now 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Traded RHP 
Yefry Ramirez to Pittsburgh for a player 
to be named or cash. Optioned RHP Evan 
Phillips to Norfolk (IL). 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned LHP 
Darwinzon Hernandez to Pawtucket (IL). 
Reinstated 2B Brock Holt from the 10-day 
IL. Transferred 2B Dustin Pedroia to the 
60-day IL. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Released OF 
Carlos Gonzalez. Sent OF Tyler Naquin to 
Akron (EL) for a rehab assignment. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned LHPs 
Gregory Soto and Matt Hall to Toledo 
(IL). Recalled LHP Matt Hall from Toledo. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Placed 2B Aled- 
mys Diaz on the 10-day IL. Selected the 
contract of 2B Jack Mayfield from Round 
Rock (PCL). Sent 2B Jose Altuve to Round 
Rock for a rehab assignment. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned LHP 
Richard Lovelady to Omaha (PCL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Signed RHP 
Randall Delgado to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Claimed RHP 
Jimmy Cordero off waivers from Toron¬ 
to and assigned him to Tacoma (PCL). 
Transferred RHP Gerson Bautista to the 
60-day IL. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Casey Sadler to Durham (IL). Selected 
the contract of RHP Oliver Drake from 
Durham. Transferred RHP Tyler Glasnow 
to the 60-day IL. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Recalled LHP Kyle 
Bird from Nashville (PCL). Designated 
RHPJeanmarG for assignment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Assigned LHP 
Ryan Feierabend outright to Buffalo (IL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Placed 
RHP Luke Weaver on the 10-day IL. Re¬ 
called RHP Jimmie Sherfy from Reno 
(PCL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned LHP Tim 
Collins to Iowa (PCL). Selected the con¬ 
tract of IB Jim Adduci from Iowa. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Recalled LHP 
Cody Reed from Louisville (IL) as 26th 
man for Monday’s doubleheader. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Placed OF 
Charlie Blackmon on the 10-day IL, retro¬ 
active to April 29. Optioned OF Noel Cue¬ 
vas to Albuquerque (PCL). Recalled OF 
Yonathan Daza from Albuquerque. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Optioned 
OF Kyle Garlick to Oklahoma City (PCL). 
Activated RHP Joe Kelly from the be¬ 
reavement list. Optioned LHP Caleb Fer¬ 
guson to Oklahoma City (PCL). Selected 
the contract of C Will Smith. Placed C 
Austin Barnes on the 10-day IL. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Optioned RHP Ty¬ 
ler Kinley to New Orleans (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Elieser Hernandez from New Or¬ 
leans. 

NEW YORK METS - Designated OF Ra- 
jai Davis for assignment. Assigned RHPs 
Tim Peterson and Paul Sewald outright 
to Syracuse (IL). Reinstated OF Michael 
Conforto from the 7-day IL. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned RHP 
Dovydas Neverauskas and RHO Montana 
DuRapau to Indianapolis (IL). Selected 
the contract of RHP Alex McRae from 
Indianapolis. Recalled RHP Richard Ro¬ 
driguez from Indianapolis. Transferred 
OF Corey Dickerson to the 60-day IL. Sent 
3B Jung Ho Kang to Indianapolis for a 
rehab assignment. Assigned RHP Yefry 
Ramirez to Indianapolis. Designated RHP 
Jesus Liranzo for assignment. Recalled 
RHP Mitch Keller from Indianapolis. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned RHP 
Cal Quantrill to El Paso (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Luis Perdomo from El Paso. 

HOCKEY 

American Hockey League 

SAN DIEGO GULLS - Recalled C Alex 
Dostie from Tulsa (ECHL). 

COLLEGE 

MISSISSIPPI - Named Keith Carter in¬ 
terim athletic director. 


College lacrosse 


NCAA Division I tournament 

At Lincoln Financial Field 


Semifinal 
Saturday, May 25 

Virginia 13, Duke 12, 20T 
Yale 21, Penn State 17 

Championship 
Monday, May 27 

Virginia 13, Yale 9 


College baseball 


NCAA Division I regionals 

Double Elimination; x-if necessary 
At Monongalia County Ballpark 
Morgantown, W.Va. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Duke (31-25) vs. Texas A&M 
(37-21-1) 

Game 2 — Fordham (38-22) at West 
Virginia (37-20) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Boshamer Stadium 

Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - UNC Wilmington (32-29) at 
North Carolina (42-17) 

Game 2 — Liberty (42-19) vs. Tennes¬ 
see (38-19) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. vs. Game 

4 loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 

5 winner 

At Clarke-LeClair Stadium 

Greenville, N.C. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Campbell (35-19) vs. N.C. 
State (42-17) 

Game 2 — Quinnipiac (29-27) at East 
Carolina (42-15) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Jim Patterson Stadium 

Louisville, Ky. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Illinois State (34-24) vs. In¬ 
diana (36-21) 

Game 2 - UIC (29-21) at Louisville (43- 
15) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Foley Field 
Athens, Ga. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - Florida State (36-21) vs. FAU 
(40-19) 

Game 2 — Mercer (35-27) at Georgia 
(44-15) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Russ Chandler Stadium 
Atlanta 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Coastal Carolina (35-24-1) 
vs. Auburn (33-25) 


Presidents Cup standings 

Royal Melbourne Golf Club 
Melbourne, Australia 
Dec. 12-15, 2019 
Through May 26 
Top 10 automatically qualify 
United States 

1. Dustin Johnson 6,327 

2. Brooks Koepka 6,116 

3. Justin Thomas 5,359 

4. Xander Schauffele 5,169 

5. Matt Kuchar 5,099 

6. Bryson DeChambeau 4,471 

7. Tony Finau 4,282 

8. Rickie Fowler 4,199 

9. Patrick Cantlay 3,816 

10. Gary Woodland 3,671 

11. Tiger Woods 3,638 

12. Phil Mickelson 3,521 

13. Webb Simpson 3,458 

14. Charles Howell III 3,134 

15. Kevin Kisner 3,106 

International 

1. Marc Leishman AUS 136.30 

2. Louis Oosthuizen RSA 131.93 

3. Hideki Matsuyama JPN 122.76 


Game 2 - Florida A&M (27-32) at Geor¬ 
gia Tech (41-17) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Hawkins Field 

Nashville, Tenn. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — McNeese (35-24) vs. Indiana 
State (41-16) 

Game 2 — Ohio State (35-25) at Van¬ 
derbilt (49-10) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Dudy Noble Field 

Starkville, Miss. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Southern (32-22) at Missis¬ 
sippi State (46-13) 

Game 2 — Central Michigan (46-12) vs. 
Miami (39-18) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Swayze Field 
Oxford, Miss. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Clemson (34-24) vs. Illinois 
(36-19) 

Game 2 — Jacksonville State (37-21) at 
Mississippi (37-25) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Baum Stadium 

Fayetteville, Ark. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 - CCSU (30-21) at Arkansas 
(41-17) 

Game 2 - TCU (32-26) vs. California 
(32-18) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Alex Box Stadium 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Southern Miss. (38-19) vs. 
Arizona State (37-17) 

Game 2 — Stony Brook (31-21) at LSU 
(37-24) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 


4. Li Haotong CHN 

5. C.T. Pan TPE 

6. Cameron Smith AUS 

7. Jason Day AUS 

8. Justin Harding RSA 

9. Abraham Ancer MEX 

10. Sung Kang KOR 

11. Adam Scott AUS 

12. Jazz Janewatananond THA 

13. Shugo Imahira JPN 

14. Corey Conners CAN 

15. Si Woo Kim KOR 

World rankings 

Through May 26 


1. Brooks Koepka _ 

2. Dustin Johnson USA 

3. Justin Rose ENG 

4. Rory Mcllroy NIR 

5. Justin Thomas USA 

6. Tiger Woods USA 

7. Francesco Molinari ITA 

8. Bryson DeChambeau USA 

9. Xander Schauffele USA 

.0. Rickie Fowler USA 

.1. Jon Rahm ESP 


115.86 

114.94 

107.08 

102.85 

102.04 

97.99 

94.05 

91.37 

82.49 

79.51 

78.88 

78.84 


7.25 

6.88 

6.59 

6.06 

5.45 


Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Chickasaw Bricktown Ballp 

Stillwater, Okla. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Nebraska (31-22) vs. UConn 
(36-23) 

Game 2 — Harvard (27-14) at Oklaho¬ 
ma State (36-18) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Rip Griffin Park 

Lubbock, Texas 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Army (35-24) at Texas Tech 
(39-17) 

Game 2 - Florida (33-24) vs. Dallas 
Baptist (41-18) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner, TBA 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Goss Stadium 

Corvallis, Ore. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Michigan (41-18) vs. Creigh¬ 
ton (38-11) 

Game 2 — Cincinnati (30-29) at Oregon 
State (36-18-1) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Sunken Diamond 

Stanford, Calif. 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Sacramento State (39-23) at 
Stanford (41-11) 

Game 2 — Fresno State (38-14-1) vs. 
UC Santa Barbara (45-9) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 

At Jackie Robinson Stadium 
Los Angeles 

Friday, May 31 

Game 1 — Loyola Marymount (32-23) 
vs. Baylor (34-17) 

Game 2 — Omaha (31-22-1) at UCLA 
(47-8) 

Saturday, June 1 

Game 3 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 4 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Sunday, June 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
loser 

Game 6 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 
winner, TBA 

Monday, June 3 

x-Game 7 — Game 4 winner vs. Game 
5 winner 


12. Matt Kuchar USA 5.35 

13. Tony Finau USA 5.33 

14. Paul Casey ENG 5.26 

15. Patrick Cantlay USA 5.04 

Ryder Cup points 


Kohler,'_ 

Sept. 25-27, 2020 
Through May 19 
United States 

1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Brooks Koepka 

3. Tiger Woods 

4. Matt Kuchar 

5. Xander Schauffele 

6. Kevin Kisner 

7. Patrick Cantlay 

8. Jordan Spieth 

9. Jim Furyk 

10. Webb Simpson 

11. Tony Finau 

12. Gary Woodland 

13. Luke List 

14. Rickie Fowler 

15. Brandt Snedeker 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

D.C. United 7 4 4 25 19 14 

Philadelphia 7 4 3 24 24 15 

New York 6 5 3 21 21 16 

Montreal 6 6 3 21 17 23 

Atlanta 6 5 2 20 14 11 

New York City FC 4 1 7 19 16 13 

Toronto FC 5 6 2 17 23 22 

Chicago 4 5 5 17 21 18 

Columbus 5 9 1 16 14 22 

Orlando City 4 7 3 15 19 21 

New England 3 8 4 13 15 32 

Cincinnati 3 9 2 11 11 25 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 10 1 4 34 36 11 

Seattle 7 2 5 26 24 17 

LA Galaxy 8 5 1 25 19 17 

Houston 7 3 2 23 20 13 

Minnesota United 6 4 3 21 21 18 

Real Salt Lake 6 6 1 19 20 21 

FC Dallas 5 6 3 18 18 19 

San Jose 5 6 2 17 20 24 

Vancouver 4 6 5 17 16 19 

Portland 4 6 2 14 17 23 

Sporting KC 3 4 5 14 23 22 

Colorado 2 9 2 8 20 32 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Sunday’s games 
Sporting Kansas City 3, Seattle 2 
San Jose 2, Toronto FC 1 

Wednesday’s games 
Minnesota United at Atlanta 
Colorado at Philadelphia 
Real Salt Lake at Montreal 
Chicago at D.C. United 
LA Galaxy at Sporting Kansas City 
Friday’s games 
Toronto FC at Vancouver 

Saturday, June 1 
Orlando City at Montreal 
Chicago at Atlanta 
Real Salt Lake at New York 
New York City FC at Columbus 
San Jose at D.C. United 
Seattle at FC Dallas 
Cincinnati at Colorado 
Sporting Kansas City at Houston 
Los Angeles FC at Portland 
Sunday, June 2 

Philadelphia at Minnesota United 
New England at LA Galaxy 

MLS leaders 

Through Sunday, May 26 

Carlos Vela, LFC 15 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic, LA 9 

Wayne Rooney, DC 8 

Kei Kamara, COL 7 

Nani, ORL 7 

Krisztian Nemeth, KC 7 

Diego Rossi, LFC 7 

Johnny Russell, KC 7 

Mauro Manotas, HOU 6 

Josef Martinez, ATL 6 

Chris Wondolowski, SJ 6 

Assists 

Carlos Vela, LFC 9 

Nicolas Lodeiro, SEA 8 

Diego Valeri, POR 7 

Eduard Atuesta, LFC 6 

Sebastian Blanco, POR 6 

Alberth Elis, HOU 6 

Cristian Espinoza, SJ 6 

Alejandro Pozuelo, TOR 6 

Michael Barrios, DAL 5 

Latif Blessing, LFC 5 

Federico Higuain, CLB 5 

Mark-Anthony Kaye, LFC 5 

Romain Metanire, MIN 5 

Maximiliano Moralez, NYC 5 

Maximiliano Urruti, MTL 5 

Shots on Goal 

Carlos Vela, LFC 32 

Diego Rossi, LFC 24 

Kei Kamara, COL 18 

Nani, ORL 17 

Wayne Rooney, DC 17 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic, LA 16 

Shutouts 

Bill Hamid, DC 7 

Evan Bush, MTL 6 

Brad Guzan, ATL 6 

Sean Johnson, NYC 6 

Tyler Miller, LFC 6 

Stefan Frei, SEA 5 

Vito Mannone, MIN 5 

Saves 

Bill Hamid, DC 52 

Stefan Frei, SEA 49 

David Bingham, LA 46 

Maxime Crepeau, VAN 43 

Daniel Vega, SJ 43 

Brian Rowe, ORL 42 

Zack Steffen, CLB 37 


NWSL 


1,178.542 
!,921.292 
!,347.063 
,115.483 
,106.423 
,085.456 
,057.490 
752.862 

729.214 
627.563 
564.513 

483.214 
424.875 
411.894 
411.881 


W L T Pts GF GA 

Utah 4 1 1 13 7 3 

Washington 4 1 1 13 10 4 

Portland 3 1 2 11 13 10 

Chicago 3 3 2 11 14 12 

Houston 3 2 1 10 7 8 

North Carolina 2 13 9 12 6 

Reign FC 2 1 3 9 6 7 

Sky Blue FC 0 5 2 2 5 11 

Orlando 0 6 1 1 2 15 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Portland 1, Sky Blue FC0 
Utah 2, Orlando 0 

Sunday’s game 
Washington 2, Chicago 0 
Monday’s game 
Reign FC 2, North Carolina 1 
Saturday, June 1 
Washington at Utah 
Orlando at North Carolina 
Sunday, June 2 
Seattle at Houston 
Portland at Chicago 
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NBA FINALS 


Calm before splash: 
Thompson relaxes 
through meditation 



Craig Mitchelldyer/AP 


Stephen Curry, left, Quinn Cook and the rest of the Warriors are motivated by facing a new team in the 
finals after meeting Clevelnd four straight years. Golden State plays Game 1 Thursday in Toronto. 

Embracing a new challenge 

Warriors motivated by facing the upstart Raptors 


By Janie McCauley 

Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — After four 
straight years of facing LeBron 
James and Cleveland in the NBA 
Finals, this feels refreshing for 
the two-time defending champion 
Warriors. 

“For sure,” Shaun Livingston 
said with a smile of taking on the 
upstart Raptors, “for sure, we’ll 
leave it right there.” 

Off to Toronto, finally a fresh 
team that’s tops from the East. 
Golden State is embracing every 
part of this new-look — well, the 
other half of it, at least — finals. 

“I love it,” Stephen Curry said 
Monday following Golden State’s 
first game-planning practice 
ahead of the series opener Thurs¬ 
day night in Toronto. 

The Warriors coaches gath¬ 
ered Sunday to prep once they 
had an opponent, with the players 
taking a day off. Golden State is 
well-rested after wrapping up its 
Western Conference finals sweep 
of Portland on May 20 — giving 
the Warriors nine full days off be¬ 
tween games. 

Toronto won the Eastern Con¬ 
ference finals with a Game 6 
victory against Milwaukee on 
Saturday. 

This certainly isn’t the familiar 
Cavaliers. 

“That was the exception. This 
is more the rule,” coach Steve 
Kerr said. “You’re not supposed 
to play the same team every year. 
So that was a special era, a spe¬ 
cial rivalry and we’re thrilled to 
be back. Cleveland has moved on 
and their team has broken up and 
with LeBron leaving the East, 
things were wide open. 


Finals 

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 

Golden State vs. Toronto 
All games on AFN-Sports 
Thursday: at Toronto. 3 a.m. Friday, 
CET; 10 a.m. Friday, JKT. 

Sunday: at Toronto. 2 a.m. Monday 
CET; 9 a.m. Monday JKT. 

Wednesday, June 5: at Golden State 
Friday, June 7: at Golden State 
x-Monday, June 10: at Toronto 
x-Thursday, June 13: at Golden State 
x-Sunday, June 16: at Toronto 


“It was a hell of a ride through 
that East playoffs for Philly, Bos¬ 
ton, Milwaukee, Toronto, all great 
teams, quality of play was some¬ 
thing to watch. Toronto obviously 
emerged as the best team of the 
East and well deserved. The 
scene the other night was amaz¬ 
ing to watch, too. The fans in To¬ 
ronto have been amazing over the 
years. I’ve compared that arena 
to Oracle many times. When I was 
in broadcasting both the Raptors 
and the Warriors were really bad 
and yet every time I went to ei¬ 
ther arena there was this organic 
energy that felt so much alike, so 
similar. And there’s just a genu¬ 
ine love for the game in both 
regions.” 

No chance of Golden State get¬ 
ting complacent preparing for the 
same opponent again in its quest 
for a three-peat. 

This is the last hurrah for Or¬ 
acle Arena, too, before the War¬ 
riors move across the bay to new 
Chase Center for next season. 

“Everybody talks about it’s 
hard to find that edge and get up 
for, (you) find some sort of mo¬ 
notony — I don’t know if you find 
that in the finals — that’s part 
of human nature that you fight,” 
Curry said. 

“So us getting on a plane to¬ 
morrow to go to Toronto, different 


energy, different city, different 
views, everything, should pre¬ 
pare us to lock understanding we 
have a prime opportunity to start 
off this finals series on the road 
and get a win and set the tone for 
how it’s going to be. 

“So I like the challenge and 
the unfamiliarity of this kind of 
schedule and flow. We’ve been 
there before, we’ve experienced a 
lot and this is I think something 
we’re capable of doing.” 

The Warriors are motivated by 
everything that will be new for 
these finals. 

“You get to go to a different city,” 
Livingston said. “It was similar to 
what we did last year with Hous¬ 
ton, starting on the road, just that 
sense of urgency, it’s something 
different we haven’t done in the 
last four or five years being the 
top seed. Now starting the finals 
it’s something new for us. It’s a 
challenge that we haven’t had to 
face yet, so this is good for us.” 

Curry has a special affinity 
for Toronto, where he spent two 
years in middle school when his 
dad, Dell, played for the Raptors 
from 2000-02. Curry’s wife, Aye- 
sha, grew up outside Toronto. 

“I still don’t think it’s sunk in 
this is for the finals, so pretty spe¬ 
cial,” Curry said. 

He will be focused on bringing 
home Golden State’s third straight 
title and fourth in five years — an 
NBA Finals MVP would mean so 
much — yet can still appreciate 
what Toronto is experiencing at 
last. 

“In what 24 years of their exis¬ 
tence and for them to finally get 
over the hump, you could tell how 
much it meant. The city was going 
crazy,” Curry said. 


By Janie Mccauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Klay 
Thompson craved a little calm. 

The Golden State guard need¬ 
ed something more to balance 
out his basketball routine, so he 
added meditation to help him get 
centered before games and better 
deal with the pressures of NBA 
life. Flip on some classical music 
or nature sounds and he’s ready 
to relax his mind. 

It takes consistent practice, just 
like that pretty jumper. 

“I try to go 30 minutes,” said 
Thompson, who is joined for some 
sessions by bulldog bestie, Rocco. 
“It’s hard. It’s very hard. An hour 
would be nice, but you’ve got to 
work up to that.” 

Thompson is in a good place 
right now, going to a fifth straight 
NBA Finals and chasing a three- 
peat with the Golden State 
Warriors. 

Two-time reigning Finals MVP 
Kevin Durant sat out injured for 
the entire Western Conference 
finals, leaving Thompson and 
Splash Brother Stephen Curry to 
take on an even greater load on 
both ends. 

Thompson heads into Game 1 
at Toronto on Thursday night av¬ 
eraging 19.1 points these playoffs, 
having scored 22.6 points per 
game in the five contests without 
Durant. 

Mental preparation off the 
court is a major reason Thomp¬ 
son no longer lets things fester or 
bring him down, such as a tough 
loss or bad outing. He has said 
that earlier in his career it was 
hard to let go after games. 

Now, he instead shrugs off a 
poor shooting performance with 
the simple notion of, “That’s the 
way the basketball gods can be.” 
Then, it’s back to work. 

Left off the All-NBA team? “Oh, 
I didn’t?” he replied when told he 
hadn’t made the cut. 

Thompson did allow himself a 
little eye roll in disbelief, before 
adding: “It is what it is. I can’t 
control it. Do I think there’s that 
many guards better than me in 
the league? No, but that’s the rea¬ 
son why we’re still playing. So, 
I don’t even want to get into it, 
honestly.” 

He credits meditation in part 
for how far he has come in han¬ 
dling everything as he wraps up 
his eighth NBA season. 

Thompson added meditation 
and visualization into his routine 
the past couple of years. This 
is the typically stoic guard who 
plunged into the Pacific Ocean in 
Southern California before Game 
4 of the first round against the 
Clippers following a performance 
that wasn’t up to his “standards.” 
He went out and scored 32 after 
that with six three-pointers. 

“The mind’s so powerful. Just 
try to train the mind to deal with 
adversity in situations that are 
unpleasant but make you better 
in the long run, that’s what I try to 


do,” Thompson said when asked 
how he got involved meditation. 
“Just a lot of reading on the in¬ 
ternet and learning from coach 
[Steve] Kerr. Learned from Tony 
Robbins, too. It was cool talking to 
him last year. He had a great out¬ 
look on things. Just from veteran 
players. David West taught me a 
lot about that side of the game, the 
mental part.” 

Teammate Shaun Livingston 
can picture Thompson in a mo¬ 
ment of complete serenity and 
peace — “100 percent, nothing 
would surprise me.” 

Dr. Michael Gervais, a high- 
performance psychologist who 
has worked closely with the Seat¬ 
tle Seahawks, NBA players, USA 
Volleyball and other Olympic ath¬ 
letes, applauds Thompson taking 
up meditation on his own. 

“So often we hold up world¬ 
leading athletes on a pedestal for 
their physical abilities, missing 
the deeper and extraordinary 
commitment they make toward 
pursuing their potential,” Ger¬ 
vais said. “There are only three 
things we can train as humans: 
our craft, our bodies, and our 
mind. World-class athletes don’t 
leave any of those up to chance 
— why should the rest of us?” 

When he had a couple of days 
off after the Warriors wrapped up 
the Western Conference finals, 
Thompson noted, “I wish it was 
sunny” before adding, “A little 
overcast, but it’s all good.” 

“Klay is always someone who 
everybody sort of marvels at his 
life, the simplicity of his life. He 
just needs a basketball and his 
dog, and that’s it. And we all laugh 
about it,” Kerr said. “But Klay is 
a lot deeper than people realize, 
so it doesn’t surprise me that he’s 
meditating and he’s found ways to 
calm himself before games and 
keep himself going during the 
season.” 

The 29-year-old Thompson 
takes time the night before a game 
to think ahead. Sometimes he en¬ 
visions each shot from a given spot 
on the floor that could present it¬ 
self over the course of a game. 

“Andre Iguodala told me that 
Tiger Woods visualizes every 
single shot he shoots on 18 holes 
on the golf course, so if he can do 
that, that’s incredible,” Thompson 
said. “That’s so many golf swings. 
I try to do the same approach to 
basketball. I just try to visualize, 
get in my spots, what my opponent 
is going to do. Yeah, so when you 
come to the game, you’ve kind of 
seen it before.” 

He might go with some Mozart 
or Beethoven. 

“Try to put on classical Pando¬ 
ra or some nature sounds. Can’t 
listen to rap or hip-hop when I do 
it because then I just get distract¬ 
ed. Something pleasant in the 
background, it’s nice,” Thompson 
explained. “It’s a challenge. It’s 
much harder than working out. 
Especially for me, I’ve got like 
my mind racing. So it’s a good 
practice for me.” 
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BASEBALL _ 

UCLA gets top seed 
for NCAA tourney 



Stan Grossfeld, The Boston Globe/AP 


In this Oct. 25, 1986, photo, Red Sox first baseman Bill Buckner misplays the ball during during Game 
6 of the World Series against the New York Mets. Buckner, a star hitter who became known for making 
one of the most infamous plays in MLB history, died at 69 after a long battle battle with dementia. 

Star hitter Buckner dies 

Player forever linked to World Series blunder battled dementia 


By Eric Olson 

Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. — Pac-12 cham¬ 
pion UCLA won each of its series 
for the first time in program his¬ 
tory, didn’t lose a midweek game 
and ended the regular season on 
a 10-game winning streak. 

The Bruins (47-8) were reward¬ 
ed for their remarkable consisten¬ 
cy Monday with the No. 1 national 
seed in the NCAA Tournament. 

“We have a terrific conference. 
We believe it’s the No. 1 confer¬ 
ence in the country from top to 
bottom,” UCLA coach John Sav¬ 
age said. “The competitiveness 
they were challenged with all 
season, we stepped up, and we 
definitely feel we’re prepared for 
the next part of the season.” 

The 64-team tournament opens 
Friday in 16 regionals. Winners 
advance to eight best-of-three 
super regionals. Those winners 
move on to the College World Se¬ 
ries in Omaha. 

The No. 2 seed is Vanderbilt 
(49-10), which has won 22 of its 
last 23 games and is the first 
team to sweep the Southeastern 
Conference regular-season and 
tournament championships since 
it did so in 2007. 

Behind UCLA and Vanderbilt 
are Georgia Tech (41-17), Georgia 
(44-15), Arkansas (41-17), Missis¬ 
sippi State (46-13), Louisville (43- 
15) and Texas Tech (39-17). 

The top eight seeds play at 
home for super regionals if they 
win their regionals. 

Seeds nine through 16 are Okla¬ 
homa State (36-18), East Carolina 
(43-15), Stanford (41-11), Missis¬ 
sippi (37-25), LSU (37-24), North 
Carolina (42-17), West Virginia 
(37-20) and defending national 
champion Oregon State (36-18-1). 

The selection committee 
sprung two surprises, picking 
Georgia Tech as the No. 3 nation¬ 
al seed even though the Yellow 
Jackets didn’t win the Atlantic 
Coast Conference regular-season 
or tournament titles and giving 
TCU an at-large bid even though 
the Horned Frogs are No. 59 in 
the RPI and finished below .500 
in Big 12 play. 

Selection committee chairman 
Ray Tanner, South Carolina’s 
athletic director, pointed out that 
Tech won 22 conference games 
in the regular season and ACC 
Tournament, won its division, 
won nine of 10 series and made it 
to the ACC title game. 

“Their metrics were really 
good — strength of schedule, 
nonconference strength of sched¬ 
ule,” Tanner said. “They also won 
a series against Georgia. Maybe 
they were overlooked a little bit, 
even going into the selection. The 
merit jumped out as Georgia Tech 
being a top seed.” 

TCU (32-26) has overcome in¬ 
jury problems to put together a 
solid run late in the season, win¬ 
ning a road series against West 
Virginia and making the semifi¬ 
nals of the Big 12 Tournament. 
That offset the Frogs’ 11-13 con¬ 
ference record and 19-20 mark 
against top-100 RPI teams. 


“Four or five weeks ago prob¬ 
ably nobody was thinking about 
TCU,” Tanner said. “They’re 
getting healthy for the first time. 
They can be dangerous with their 
starting pitching, having every¬ 
body healthy. They were one of 
the last teams in for sure, but we 
feel they’re deserving of being in 
the top 64.” 

Duke (31-25), Florida State (36- 
21) and Michigan (41-18) joined 
TCU among the last four in. The 
first four out were Houston (32- 
24), Missouri (34-22-1), Texas 
State (36-20) Central Florida 
(36-22). 

Florida State’s at-large bid 
comes in coach Mike Martin’s 
final season before he retires. 
Martin, whose 2,023 wins are the 
most by any coach in any NCAA 
sport, has made it to the national 
tournament in all 40 of his sea¬ 
sons at the helm. 

“I tell you right now it’s very 
much of a relief,” he said. 

Martin has led the Seminoles to 
the CWS 16 times but has never 
won a national championship. 

“We are excited we were cho¬ 
sen, and we know we’ve got a lot 
of work to do,” he said. “But we’ve 
still got a chance.” 

Other notes about the 
tournament: 

■ Summit League champion 
Omaha (31-22-1) is the only team 
making its first NCAA appear¬ 
ance. The Mavericks are in their 
fourth season of full Division I 
eligibility, and their inclusion 
means all three of Nebraska’s DI 
schools made the tournament. 
The Nebraska Cornhuskers and 
Creighton Bluejays also are in. 

■ Cincinnati (30-29) is in for 
the first time since 1974, Central 
Michigan (43-11) for the first time 
since 1995 and Fordham (38-22) 
for the first time since 1998. 

■ Cal State Fullerton (27-26) 
will miss the tournament for the 
first time since 1991. 

■ The SEC has a tournament 
record-tying 10 bids for the sec¬ 
ond straight year and third time 
since 2014; the ACC got eight bids 
and the Big 12, Big Ten and Pac- 
12 five apiece. 

■ If the seeds hold, five of 
the eight super regionals would 
match opponents from the same 
conference. 



Eric Francis/AP 


UCLA coach John Savage and 
his team were rewarded for their 
remarkable consistency Monday, 
with the No. 1 national seed in 
the NCAA Tournament. 


By Ben Walker 

Associated Press 

Bill Buckner was an All-Star 
and batting champion, a gritty 
gamer who was welcome on any 
team. 

A reliable fielder, too. 

But a little grounder forever 
changed his legacy. 

Buckner, who made one of the 
biggest blunders in baseball his¬ 
tory when he let Mookie Wilson’s 
trickier roll through his legs in 
the 1986 World Series, died Mon¬ 
day. He was 69. 

“He deserved better,” former 
Dodgers teammate Bobby Valen¬ 
tine tweeted. 

Buckner died after a long bat¬ 
tle with Lewy body dementia, his 
family said in a statement. The 
disease causes Alzheimer’s-like 
symptoms along with movement 
and other problems. 

Buckner made his major league 
debut as a teenager, played until 
he was 40 and amassed 2,715 hits 
in between. Yet for all he accom¬ 
plished, it was his October error 
at first base that fans always 
remembered. 

Trying for their first crown 
since 1918, the Boston Red Sox 
led the New York Mets 5-3 going 
into the bottom of the 10th inning 
in Game 6 at Shea Stadium. The 
Mets tied it with two outs, then 
Wilson hit a roller up the first 
base line that got past a gimpy 
Buckner, a misplay that let Ray 
Knight rush home from second 
base with the winning run. 

The Red Sox lost 8-5 in Game 
7, and their World Series drought 
continued until they won the 


championship in 2004. 

In the aftermath of Boston’s 
near-miss, Buckner became a 
target of fans in New England 
and beyond, his mistake shown 
over and over on highlight reels. 

“You can look at that Series and 
point fingers in a whole bunch of 
different directions,” Buckner 
said a decade ago. “We did the 
best we could to win there and it 
just didn’t happen and I didn’t feel 
like I deserved” so much blame. 

A curious thing happened over 
time, too: He became pals with 
Wilson. 

“I was saddened to hear about 
Bill’s death,” Wilson said in a 
statement. “We had developed a 
friendship that lasted well over 
30 years. I felt badly for some of 
the things he went through. Bill 
was a great, great baseball player 
whose legacy should not be de¬ 
fined by one play.” 

But sure enough, several years 
ago when he made a guest ap¬ 
pearance on the TV show “Curb 
Your Enthusiasm,” the main gag 
involved star Larry David tossing 
a ball autographed by Wilson to¬ 
ward Buckner, who lets it get past 
him and out the window. 

A footnote: While Buckner was 
long criticized for the error, many 
in baseball contend that even if 
the ball had been handled clean¬ 
ly, the speedy Wilson would have 
beaten it anyway. 

At Fenway Park on Monday, 
video clips of Buckner’s 22-year 
career were shown on the score- 
board before the Red Sox hosted 
Cleveland. His picture was post¬ 
ed and there was a moment of si¬ 
lence, followed by applause from 


the crowd. 

“I think it was a travesty the 
way he was last remembered,” 
said 67-year-old Red Sox fan 
Blaine Macinnis from Wilming¬ 
ton, Mass., in a box seat on the 
first base side. “It was a great 
injustice of how he ended it with 
that last play. It’s a shame. That’s 
how life is.” 

Buckner was released by the 
Red Sox in the summer of 1987 
and went on to play for the Angels 
and Royals. He returned to Bos¬ 
ton for his final season in 1990, 
playing 22 games. 

In 2008, Buckner finally ac¬ 
cepted an invitation to throw out 
the first ball for the home opener 
at Fenway Park as the Red Sox 
celebrated winning another title. 

Buckner drew loud cheers as 
he walked from the Green Mon¬ 
ster in left field to the mound, and 
made his ceremonial toss to for¬ 
mer teammate Dwight Evans. 

Buckner said the moment was 
“probably about as emotional as it 
could get.” 

“I really had to forgive,” he 
said later that day, “not the fans 
of Boston per se, but I would have 
to say, in my heart, I had to for¬ 
give the media for what they put 
me and my family through. So 
I’ve done that. I’m over that. And 
I’m just happy that I just try to 
think of the positive. The happy 
things.” 

In a statement, Red Sox chair¬ 
man Tom Werner praised “Billy 
Buck,” saying he “personified 
toughness and grit, and his de¬ 
termination to play through pain 
defines him far more than any 
single play ever could.” 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Central Division 


West Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Kansas City 

Houston 

Oakland 

Texas 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Philadelphia 31 22 .585 - 

Atlanta 30 24 .556 l'A 

New York 26 27 .491 5 

Washington 22 32 .407 9Vi 

Miami 17 34 .333 13 

Central Division 

Chicago 30 22 .577 - 

Milwaukee 31 24 .564 'A 

Pittsburgh 26 26 .500 4 

St. Louis 26 26 .500 4 

Cincinnati 25 29 .463 6 

West Division 

Los Angeles 36 18 .667 - 

Arizona 28 26 .519 8 

San Diego 28 26 .519 8 

Colorado 25 27 .481 10 

San Francisco 21 31 .404 14 

Sunday’s games 
Toronto 10, San Diego 1 
N.Y. Mets 4, Detroit 3 
Tampa Bay 6, Cleveland 3 
Boston 4, Houston 1 
Minnesota 7, Chicago White Sox 0 
Kansas City 8, N.Y. Yankees 7, 10 in¬ 
nings 

Colorado 8, Baltimore 7 
L.A. Angels 7, Texas 6 
Oakland 7, Seattle 1 
L.A. Dodgers 11, Pittsburgh 7 
Washington 9, Miami 6 
Milwaukee 9, Philadelphia 1 
Cincinnati 10, Chicago Cubs 2 
Arizona 6, San Francisco 2 
Atlanta 4, St. Louis 3,10 innings 
Monday’s games 

Chicago White Sox 1, Kansas City 1, 5 
innings, susp. 

Baltimore 5, Detroit 3 
N.Y. Yankees 5, San Diego 2 
Tampa Bay 8, Toronto 3 
Houston 6, Chicago Cubs 5 
Boston 12, Cleveland 5 
Oakland 8, L.A. Angels 5 
Milwaukee 5, Minnesota 4 
Seattle 6, Texas 2 
Miami 3, Washington 2 
Pittsburgh 8, Cincinnati 5,1st game 
Cincinnati 8, Pittsburgh 1, 2nd game 
Colorado 4, Arizona 3,11 innings 
L.A. Dodgers 9, N.Y. Mets 5 
Tuesday's games 

Chicago White Sox 1, Kansas City 1, 
innings, susp. 

San Diego at N.Y. Yankees 

Detroit at Baltimore 

Cleveland at Boston 

Toronto at Tampa Bay 

Chicago Cubs at Houston 

Kansas City at Chicago White Sox 

Milwaukee at Minnesota 

L.A. Angels at Oakland 

Texas at Seattle 

Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 

St. Louis at Philadelphia 

San Francisco at Miami 

Washington at Atlanta 

Arizona at Colorado 

N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers 

Wednesday’s games 
San Diego (Paddack 4-2) at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees (Paxton 3-2) 

L.A. Angels (Canning 2-1) at Oakland 
(Mengden 1-1) 

Texas (Smyly 1-3) at Seattle (LeBlanc 
2-2) 

Cleveland (Bieber 3-2) at Boston (We¬ 
ber 1-0) 

Detroit (Carpenter 0-2) at Baltimore 
(Means 5-4) 

Toronto (Thornton 1-4) at Tampa Bay 
(Snell 3-4) 

Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 4-4) at Hous¬ 
ton (Miley 5-2) 

Kansas City (TBD) at Chicago White 
Sox (Lopez 3-5) 

Pittsburgh (Brault 1-1) at Cincinnati 
(DeSclafani 2-2) 

St. Louis (Cabrera 0-0) at Philadelphia 
(Nola 5-0) 

San Francisco (Bumgarner 3-4) at Mi¬ 
ami (Lopez 3-5) 

Washington (TBD) at Atlanta (Gaus- 
man 2-3) 

Arizona (Ray 4-1) at Colorado (Hoff¬ 
man 0-1) 

N.Y. Mets (Syndergaard 3-4) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Buehler 5-1) 

Calendar 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 19-20 — Owners meeting, New 
York. 

June 29-30 — New York Yankees vs. 
Boston at London. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 
July 21— Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day during the season 
to trade a player. 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Wiflia-" 


iffiamsport, Pa. 


Sunday 

Dodgers 9, Mets 5 

New York Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Rsrio SS 5 2 3 0 Pderson If 3 13 0 

J..Dvis If 5 112 Hrnan ph-2b 2 1 1 3 

Gagnon p 0 0 0 0 Muncy lb 4 12 0 

Cnforto rf 3 0 10 J.Trner3b 5 12 0 

P.AInsolb 5 0 2 1 Bllngerrf 4 111 

T.Frzer3b 5 12 0 C.Sagerss 4 112 

Hchvrri2b 5 13 2 Verdugo cf 4 0 11 

Lagarescf 3 0 0 0 C.Tylor 2b-lf 5 1 3 2 

Zamora p 0 0 0 0 Ru.Mrtnc 5 110 

Font p 0 0 0 0 Kershaw p 2 0 10 

D. Smith ph-lf 10 10 Freese ph 1110 

Nidoc 4 0 10 P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 

deGrom p 2 0 10 Beaty ph 10 0 0 

Bashlor p 0 0 0 0 J.Kellyp 0 0 0 0 

Gomez cf 1 0 0 0 Florop 0 0 0 0 

K.Jnsen p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 39 515 5 Totals 40 9 17 9 

New York 100 020 020-5 

Los Angeles 101 006 01x-9 

E-Muncy (4), Ru.Martin (2). DP-Los 
Angeles 2. LOB—New York 10, Los An¬ 
geles 11. 2B—A.Rosario 2 (9), Conforto 
(10), J.Turner (7). 3B-P.AIonso (2). HR- 
J..Davis (6), Hechavarria (3), K.Hernandez 

(8) , Bellinger (19), C.Taylor (4). SF-Ver- 
dugo (3). S—Gomez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

deGrom 5 7 2 2 1 2 

Bashlor L,0-2 BS,3 'A 3 3 3 0 0 

Zamora 'A 3 3 3 1 0 

Font l'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Gagnon 1 31101 

Los Angeles 

Kershaw W,5-0 6 10 3 3 1 5 

Baez 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Kelly 0 3 2 2 0 0 

Floro H,4 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Jansen S,15-17 VA 1 0 0 0 3 

J.Kelly pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
HBP—by Zamora (Seager). T—3:42. A— 
47,816 (56,000). 

Marlins 3, Nationals 2 

Miami Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsn If 5 0 0 0 T.Trnerss 3 0 0 0 

H. Rmrez cf-rf 4 011 Eaton rf 4 0 0 0 

Cooper rf 5 12 0 Rendon 3b 3 0 0 0 

R. Hrrrapr-cf 0 0 0 0 J.Soto If 4 0 10 

N.WIker lb 5 0 3 1 M.Adams lb 4 0 0 0 

S. Cstro 2b 4 110 Suzuki c 3 110 

Prado 3b 4 0 10 Parra cf 4 110 

Alfaro C 3 0 10 B.Dzier2b 2 0 0 1 

Rojas ss 2 10 1 Schrzerp 2 0 11 

J.Urenap 2 0 0 0 Rainey p 0 0 0 0 

Bri.Andph 1 0 0 0 Brrclgh p 0 0 0 0 

N.Andrsp 0 0 0 0 Kndrickph 10 10 
Conley p 0 0 0 0 M.Tylor pr 0 0 0 0 

Romop 0 0 0 0 Grace p 0 0 0 0 

Suero p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 30 2 5 2 

Miami 001 000 110-3 

Washington 000 020 000-2 

E—T.Turner (4), M.Adams (3). DP-Mi- 
ami 1, Washington 1. LOB-Miami 10, 
Washington 5. 2B—Cooper (1), N.Walker 

(9) , J.Soto (11), Parra (6). SF-Rojas (3), 

B. Dozier (1). S—J.Urena (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Urena W,3-6 7 4 2 2 1 4 

Anderson H,2 % 1 0 0 2 1 

Conley H,5 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

RomoS,10-11 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Washington 

Scherzer 6 71116 

Rainey BS,2 1 0 10 10 

Barraclough L,l-2 1 110 0 1 

Grace 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Suero Vi 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Barraclough (Alfaro). T—3:00. 
A—21,048 (41,313). 

Rockies 4, 

Diamondbacks 3 (11) 

Arizona Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J. Dyson If 4 12 0 Tapia If 5 111 

I. Vrgas 2b 5 12 0 Dahl rf 4 111 

K. Martecf 4 0 11 Arenado3b 5 0 2 2 

E. Escbr3b 3 0 11 D.Mrphy lb 4 0 10 

C. WIker lb 5 0 0 0 McMahon 2b3 0 0 0 

Swihartrf 4 0 0 0 Bre.Rdgss 4 0 10 

C.Kelly c 1 0 0 0 Wolters c 5 0 0 0 

Ahmed SS 5 1 2 1 Oh p 0 0 0 0 

A. Avila c 4 0 10 Dazacf 3 110 
Lcastropr 0 0 0 0 Story ph 0 0 0 0 

Sherfyp 0 0 0 0 B.Shawp 0 0 0 0 

Andresep 1 0 0 0 Innettaph-cl 0 0 0 
Greinkep 2 0 0 0 J.Grayp 2 0 0 0 

K.Cronph 1 0 0 0 J.Diazp 0 0 0 0 

Hiranop 0 0 0 0 M.Rynid ph 0 0 0 0 

Chafinp 0 0 0 0 Estevez p 0 0 0 0 

A.Brdlyp 0 0 0 0 Oberg p 0 0 0 0 

Y.Lopez p 0 0 0 0 Dsmnd ph-cf2 110 
A.Jones ph-rf 10 0 0 

Totals 40 3 9 3 Totals 38 4 8 4 

Arizona 000 101 100 00-3 

Colorado 000 100 200 01-4 

DP—Colorado 1. LOB—Arizona 8, Colo¬ 
rado 11. 2B—J.Dyson (2), Bre.Rodgers 
(2), Desmond (12). 3B-J.Dyson (2). HR- 
Ahmed (4), Dahl (4). SB-E.Escobar (1), 
Locastro (3), Story (9). SF-K.Marte (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Greinke 6 4 112 6 

Hirano H,5 Vi 1 2 2 10 

Chafin 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Bradley BS,2 'A 1 0 0 0 1 

Lopez l ooooo 

Sherfy l'A 0 0 0 4 1 

Andriese L.3-3 1 2 110 0 

Colorado 

Gray 5'A 5 2 2 2 2 

Diaz VA 2 110 2 

Estevez 1 00000 

Oberg 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Shaw 1 10 0 10 

Oh W,2-l 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chafin pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
WP-Gray, Hirano. T-4:23. A-35,604 
(50,398). 


Yankees 5, Padres 2 

San Diego New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

G.Grcia3b 3 0 0 0 LMahieu2b 4 0 10 

France ph-3bl 0 0 0 Voitlb 2 0 0 0 

F. Reyesrf 4 0 10 A.Hickscf 4 0 0 0 

Machado ss 4 0 10 G.Sanchdh 4 111 

Hosmerlb 4 0 10 Torres ss 4 110 

Renfroe If 4 110 C.Frzer rf 3 12 1 

Myers cf 3 0 0 0 Maybinrf 10 10 

Naylordh 3 111 Urshela3b 3 10 0 

Kinsler2b 3 0 0 0 Rominec 4 0 0 0 

Hedges c 3 0 11 Gardner If 2 112 

Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 31 5 7 4 

San Diego 020 000 000-2 

New York 030 000 02x-5 

E—Wingenter (1), F.Reyes (1). DP—New 
York 1. LOB—San Diego 4, New York 6. 
2B—Machado (7), Naylor (2), Hedges (3), 
Torres (12), C.Frazier (6). HR—G.Sanchez 
(16), C.Frazier (10), Gardner (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Strahm L,2-4 6 4 3 3 3 10 

Wingenter 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Stammen 'A3 2 10 0 

Maton Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 

Green 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Hale W,1-0 4 3 2 2 1 4 

Ottavino H,12 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Kahnle H,9 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Britton H,ll 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Chapman S,15-16 1 1 0 0 0 0 

T—2:40. A—46,254 (47,309). 

Astros 6, Cubs 5 

Chicago Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Schwrbr If 4 10 0 Reddick dh 5 0 0 0 

J.Baezdh 5 0 0 0 Bregmanss 5 12 0 

Rizzo lb 3 12 2 Brntley If 3 110 

Cntrras C 4 0 0 0 Gurriel 3b 4 13 1 

Adducirf 4 0 0 0 R.Chrnsc 3 2 11 

AlmrJrcf 4 2 11 Myfield 2b 4 0 11 

Dscalso 2b 4 0 0 0 White lb 2 10 1 

Russell ss 4 13 1 Fisher rf 4 0 2 1 

Bote 3b 4 0 2 1 Mrsnickcf 3 0 0 1 

Totals 36 5 8 5 Totals 33 610 6 

Chicago 200 000 102-5 

Houston 015 000 00x-6 

E—Gurriel (3). LOB—Chicago 6, Houston 
8. 2B—Gurriel (13), R.Chirinos (10), May- 
field (1). 3B—Fisher (1). HR-Rizzo (15), 
Almora Jr. (7), Russell (3). SF-White (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Hamels L,4-l 4 7 6 6 4 0 

Ryan VA 2 0 0 0 2 

Maples l'A 1 0 0 0 3 

Kintzler 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Houston 

Cole W,5-5 6 3 2 2 1 12 

Rondon Vi 2 10 0 2 

Harris H,7 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Pressly H,13 1 0 0 0 1 1 

OsunaS,14-15 1 3 2 2 0 2 

WP—Hamels. T-3:12. A-42,135 

(41,168). 

Orioles 5, Tigers 3 

Detroit Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Goodrum lb 5 0 0 0 Alberto 3b 4 12 0 

C. Stwrt If 5 110 Villar 2b 3 111 

Cstllns rf 4 0 2 1 Mancini lb 4 1 10 

Mi.Cbrrdh 4 0 0 0 R.Nunezdh 4 2 12 

Ro.Rdri ss 4 0 0 0 Sverinoc 2 0 0 1 

Dixon 3b 3 2 10 SmthJrlf 3 0 0 0 

J.Hrrsn2b 3 0 10 Broxton cf 4 0 10 

D. Lugopr 0 0 0 0 S.WIkrs rf 3 0 10 

Greiner c 3 0 2 1 Ri.Mrtnss 3 0 0 0 

G. Bckhmpr 0 0 0 0 

J.Jonescf 4 0 11 

Totals 35 3 8 3 Totals 30 5 7 4 

Detroit 010 110 000-3 

Baltimore 202 000 10x-5 

E—Broxton (1), Norris (1), Ro.Rodriguez 
(6). DP—Baltimore 1. LOB—Detroit 8, Bal¬ 
timore 6. 2B—Castellanos 2 (17), Dixon 
(5), Alberto (5). HR-Villar (7), R.Nunez 
(13). SB-Broxton (5). SF-Severino (1). 
S—Villar (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Norris L,2-3 5% 6 4 2 3 5 

Alcantara l'A 1 110 0 

Hardy 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Baltimore 

Ynoa 4 5 2 2 1 4 

Straily W,2-4 4 3 1 1 1 4 

Armstrong S,l-2 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Straily pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
T—2:55. A—18,004 (45,971). 

Mariners 6, Rangers 2 

Texas Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choolf 4 0 0 0 Hanigerrf 4 0 0 0 

Andrus SS 4 0 0 0 K.Sager3b 5 2 2 1 

Pence dh 4 0 0 0 Narvaez c 4 0 0 0 

Gallo Cf 3 110 Do.Sntn If 3 0 11 

Frsythe3b 4 0 2 1 Vglbachdh 4 12 2 
Mazararf 4 0 2 0 Bruce lb 2 0 0 0 

Odor 2b 4 0 0 0 J.Crwfrss 4 0 10 

Guzman lb 3 111 Long 2b 4 110 
Mathis c 3 0 0 0 M.Smith cf 3 2 2 1 

Totals 33 2 6 2 Totals 33 6 9 5 

Texas 000 110 000-2 

Seattle 002 100 21x-6 

E-Mathis (2). LOB-Texas 5, Seattle 9. 
2B—Forsythe 2 (13), Long (3). HR-Guz- 
man (5), Vogelbach (15). SB-Do.Santana 
(5), Bruce (1), M.Smith 4 (12). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Lynn L.6-4 6 7 3 3 3 10 

Leclerc Vi 2 2 2 0 2 

Bird l'A 0 113 2 

Seattle 

Milone W,l-1 5% 4 2 2 1 7 

Gearrin H,7 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Biddle H,1 VA 1 0 0 0 1 

Adams H,1 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Bass 1 1 0 0 0 3 

T—3:14. A—14,135 (47,943). 


Red Sox 12, Indians 5 

Cleveland Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 110 Bnntndi If 3 10 0 

Mercado rf 4 3 2 0 Betts rf 5 2 2 1 

C.Sntna lb 4 0 0 0 Devers3b 5 111 

Kipnis 2b 4 12 1 Mrtinezdh 5 2 2 2 
Bauersdh 3 0 11 Bgaertsss 5 2 2 1 

R. Perezc 5 0 12 Chavis lb 3 0 2 0 

M.Frman 3b 4 0 2 1 Holt 2b 4 2 11 

G.AIIen If 3 0 0 0 BrdlyJcf 3 12 2 

L.Mrtin cf 4 0 0 0 Leone 4 113 

Totals 35 5 9 5 Totals 37121311 
Cleveland 201 000 200- 5 

Boston 002 161 llx-12 

E-Bogaerts (5), Mercado (2). LOB- 
Cleveland 10, Boston 6. 2B-Kipnis (9), 
Bauers (6), M.Freeman (2), Devers (15), Bo- 
gaerts (15), Bradley Jr. 2 (8). HR—Martinez 2 
(11), Leon (2). SB-Lindor (6), Mercado 2 (2), 
Benintendi (7). S-Kipnis (2), G.AIIen (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Rodriguez L.l-5 4'A 8 7 6 3 6 

Perez % 2 2 2 0 0 

Otero 1 1110 1 

Smith 1 11112 

Cimber 1 1 1 1 0 1 

Boston 

Porcello W,4-4 SVi 8 5 3 3 4 

Hembree 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Brasier 1 00000 

Velazquez 1 0 0 0 1 1 

HBP—by Porcello (Bauers), by Smith 
(Chavis). WP-Rodriguez 2. T-3:32. A- 
37,113 (37,731). 

Pirates 8, Reds 5 

First Game 

Pittsburgh Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Frzer2b 4 12 0 Senzel cf 4 12 1 

B. Rynld If 5 112 Votto lb 5 2 3 1 

S. Marte Cf 4 112 E.Sarez3b 4 0 3 2 

Bell lb 4 111 Detrich 2b 3 0 0 0 

F. Vazqz p 0 0 0 0 Garrett p 0 0 0 0 

Me.Cbrr rf 4 2 2 0 Bowman p 0 0 0 0 

Moran 3b 4 0 2 0 VnMeterph 10 0 0 
Crick p 0 0 0 0 Dav.Hrn p 0 0 0 0 

J.Osuna lb 1 0 0 0 Wa.Prltp 0 0 0 0 

El.Diaz c 3 10 1 K.Frmerph 10 0 0 

Newmn ss-3b 5 0 11 Winker If 3 0 2 0 

Kinghamp 1 0 0 0 Casali ph 0 0 0 1 

Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 Puig rf 5 0 0 0 

G. PInco ph 10 11 J.lglss SS 3 110 

Lirianop 0 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 0 10 

C. Tckerss 1110 L.Cstllp 10 0 0 

Peraza2b 0 10 0 
Totals 37 812 8 Totals 34 512 5 

Pittsburgh 000 102 140-8 

Cincinnati 000 030 101-5 

E—Votto (3). DP—Pittsburgh 1, Cincin¬ 
nati 2. LOB-Pittsburgh 9, Cincinnati 10. 
2B—C.Tucker (4), Senzel (3), Votto (9), 
E.Suarez (12), Winker (7). 3B-B.Reynolds 
(1). HR—S.Marte (6), Bell (17). SF-EI.Diaz 

(1) , E.Suarez (4), Casali (1). S-L.Castillo 

( 2 ) . 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Kingham 
Rodriguez 
Liriano 

Crick W,2-l BS,2 
Vazquez 5,14-14 


3 3 15 


Keller L,0-1 

McRae 

Rodriguez 


Brewers 5, Twins 4 

Milwaukee Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Caincf 3 0 0 1 J.PIncoss 5 0 10 

Yelichrf 2 0 0 1 Schoop 2b 4 0 10 

Braun dh 4 0 0 0 C.Cron lb 5 0 10 

Mstakas3b 3 0 10 Adranzapr 0 0 0 0 

Grandalc 4 0 0 0 E.Rsriolf 5 110 

Gamellf 4 0 0 0 Sano3b 3 0 0 0 

Hiura2b 4 110 Kepler rf 4 0 2 0 

Thames lb 2 110 Astdlloc 4 110 

H.Perezph-lb2 110 Arraezdh 2 111 
Arciass 3 2 2 3 MGnzi ph-dhl 0 1 0 

Buxton cf 3 113 

Totals 31 5 6 5 Totals 36 410 4 

Milwaukee 003 000 020-5 

Minnesota 040 000 000-4 

LOB—Milwaukee 3, Minnesota 10. 
2B—H.Perez (4), Arcia (7), Kepler (13). 
HR-Arcia (6), Buxton (5). SB-Arraez (1). 
SF-Cain (3), Yelich (2). S-Buxton (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Gonzalez 4Vi 7 4 4 1 7 

Jeffress Vi 1 0 0 10 

Guerra 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Burnes W,l-3 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Hader 5,13-13 2 2 0 0 1 2 

Minnesota 

Pineda 6 3 3 3 0 6 

Harper H,4 % 0 0 0 1 2 

Rogers L.l-l BS,2 VA 3 2 2 1 1 

Morin 1 0 0 0 0 1 

WP-Harper. T-3:12. A-29,167 

(38,649). 

Athletics 8, Angels 5 

Los Angeles Oakland 


r h bi 


r hbi 


l'A 


Castillo 5'A 6 3 2 4 4 

Garrett BS,1 lVi 3 110 3 

Bowman Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Hernandez L,l-3 'A 3 4 4 0 0 

Peralta 1% 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Castillo (Cabrera), by Hernan¬ 
dez (Frazier). T-3:51. A-20,569 (42,319). 

Reds 8, Pirates 1 

Second Game 

Pittsburgh Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

S.Marte cf 3 0 0 0 Senzel cf 3 111 

G.PInco rf 4 0 10 Winker If 4 12 0 

B. Rynld If 4 12 0 E.Sarez3b 3 10 0 

Bell lb 4 0 2 0 Detrich lb 3 111 

Moran 2b 4 0 0 0 Puig rf 4 2 2 2 

J.Osuna 3b 4 0 11 J.lglss ss 4 114 

Stllngs C 4 0 10 Peraza2b 4 0 0 0 

C. Tckerss 4 0 0 0 Casali c 4 110 

M.KIIerp 1 0 0 0 S.Grayp 2 0 10 

Newman ph 0 0 0 0 VnMeterph 10 10 
McRae p 10 10 C.Reedp 0 0 0 0 

Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 K.Frmerph 10 0 0 

Me.Cbrr ph 1 0 0 0 Bowman p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 1 8 1 Totals 33 810 8 

Pittsburgh 000 001 000-1 

Cincinnati 600 000 20x—8 

DP-Pittsburgh 1, Cincinnati 1. LOB- 
Pittsburgh 8, Cincinnati 4.2B—B.Reynolds 
(9), Bell (18), J.Osuna (1), Casali (6). HR- 
Dietrich (14), Puig (10), J.lglesias (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


L Stlla 3b 5 0 10 Semienss 3 0 0 0 

Trout cf 4 0 0 0 Grssman If 4 1 2 1 

Ohtanidh 4 0 10 M.Chpmn3b4 2 2 1 
Pujols lb 4 2 2 1 M.OISOn lb 4 0 0 0 

K.CIhun rf 3 12 1 Pscotty dh 4 1 2 2 

Fltcherss 4 2 2 1 Canharf 3 111 

Goodwin If 4 0 11 Profar2b 4 112 
Garneau c 1 0 0 0 Lureano cf 4 1 1 0 

Walsh ph 1 0 0 0 Phegleyc 3 111 

Rengifo2b 3 0 0 1 

Totals 33 5 9 5 Totals 33 810 8 

Los Angeles 010 202 000-5 

Oakland 001 230 llx-8 

DP—Los Angeles 1, Oakland 1. LOB— 
Los Angeles 6, Oakland 3. 2B—K.Calhoun 
2 (13), Fletcher (8), Grossman 2 (9), Pis- 
cotty (11), Laureano (10). HR—Pujols (9), 
M.Chapman (14), Profar (8), Phegley (7). 
CS-Ohtani (1). SF-Rengifo (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Cahill L,2-5 

Bedrosian Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Allen 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Garcia 1 1110 1 

Cole 1 2 110 0 

Oakland 

Bassitt W,3-l 5 6 5 5 2 3 

Petit H,7 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Buchter H,5 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Trivino H,12 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Soria H,6 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Treinen S,11-13 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Bassitt pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
HBP—by Bassitt (Garneau), by Bassitt 
(Garneau). WP—Bassitt, Bedrosian. T— 
3:06. A—20,409 (46,765). 

Rays 8, Blue Jays 3 

Tampa Bay 


2 5 


Toronto 


r h bi 


r hbi 


2 7 


Gray W,2-4 6 5 1 1 2 7 

Reed 2 3 0 0 0 0 

Bowman 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by McRae (Dietrich). T-2:57. 
A—27,489 (42,319). 

AL leaders 

RBI— Rosario, Minnesota, 45; Springer, 
Houston, 43; Abreu, Chicago, 42; Santa¬ 
na, Seattle, 42; Mondesi, Kansas City, 41; 
Voit, New York, 37; Bregman, Houston, 
35; Correa, Houston, 35; Gallo, Texas, 35; 
Pence, Texas, 35. 

PITCHING-German, New York, 9-1; 
Verlander, Houston, 8-2; Berrios, Minne¬ 
sota, 7-2; Odorizzi, Minnesota, 7-2; Perez, 
Minnesota, 7-1; 7 tied at 6. 

ERA— Odorizzi, Minnesota, 2.16; Ver¬ 
lander, Houston, 2.38; Montas, Oakland, 
2.40; Morton, Tampa Bay, 2.54; Minor, 
Texas, 2.55; Stroman, Toronto, 2.74; Gio- 
lito, Chicago, 2.77; Chirinos, Tampa Bay, 
2.91; Tanaka, New York, 2.94; Perez, Min¬ 
nesota, 2.95. 


Sogard2b 3 0 0 0 Meadows dh5 13 3 

Grrr Jr3b 3 0 0 0 Pham If 4 12 1 

Tellez lb 4 0 0 0 Choi lb 5 12 1 

Grichuk rf 4 0 0 0 Av.Grci rf 4 0 10 

Galvisss 3 2 11 B.Lowe 2 b 3 0 0 0 

Grrl Jr If 3 0 10 Adames ss 4 0 10 

Biggiodh 3 0 0 0 Krmaiercf 4 110 

Jo.Dvis cf 4 112 d’Arnud c 4 3 3 0 
Mailec 3 0 10 Rbrtson3b 4 112 

Totals 30 3 4 3 Totals 37 814 7 

Toronto 000 000 201-3 

Tampa Bay 010 300 04x—8 

E-Tellez (2), Maile (4). DP-Toronto 1, 
Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Toronto 5, Tampa Bay 
9. 2B—Gurriel Jr. (6), Pham 2 (8), Choi (8), 
d’Arnaud 2 (2), Robertson (7). HR—Gal- 
vis (8), Jo.Davis (1), Meadows (11). SB— 
Meadows (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Sanchez L,3-5 3 6 1 1 2 1 

Waguespack 4 33217 

Rosscup 0 2 2 2 0 0 

Gaviglio 1 3 2 2 0 0 

Tampa Bay 

Chirinos W,6-l 5 0 0 0 2 7 

Drake Vi 1 0 0 12 

Roe H,9 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Wood 1 12 2 11 

Alvarado H,6 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Kolarek 1 21100 

Rosscup pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
HBP—by Waguespack (Garcia). T-3:20. 
A-15,883 (25,025). 

NL leaders 

RBI—Bellinger, Los Angeles, 49; Bell, 
Pittsburgh, 48; Arenado, Colorado, 46; 
Ozuna, St. Louis, 45; Yelich, Milwaukee, 
44; Rizzo, Chicago, 42; Hoskins, Philadel¬ 
phia, 41; Escobar, Arizona, 40; Alonso, 
New York, 39; Suarez, Cincinnati, 39. 

PITCHING-Fried, Atlanta, 7-2; Ryu, 
Los Angeles, 7-1; Woodruff, Milwaukee, 
7-1; Greinke, Arizona, 6-2; Maeda, Los 
Angeles, 6-2; 11 tied at 5. 

ERA— Ryu, Los Angeles, 1.65; Davies, 
Milwaukee, 2.42; Castillo, Cincinnati, 
2.46; Greinke, Arizona, 2.78; Lyles, Pitts¬ 
burgh, 2.81; Corbin, Washington, 2.85; 
Fried, Atlanta, 2.88; Eflin, Philadelphia, 
3.02; Weaver, Arizona, 3.03; Smith, Mi¬ 
ami, 3.05. 
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Bellinger homers, nails 2 runners in Dodgers win 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Dodgers’ Cody Bellinger, right, follows through on a solo home 
run against the New York Mets during the third inning on Monday. 


By Joe Reedy 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Cody Bell¬ 
inger is not only producing runs 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers, he’s 
preventing opponents from scor¬ 
ing them. 

The slugger hit his 19 th homer 
and threw out two runners from 
right field, leading the Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers to a 9-5 victory over 
the New York Mets on Monday. 

“It was a fun day,” said Bell¬ 
inger, who leads the NL with 
seven outfield assists. “You don’t 
have many opportunities to affect 
a game from both sides, so when 
you do it is special.” 

In a marquee pitching matchup 
between Cy Young Award win¬ 
ners Jacob deGrom and Clayton 
Kershaw, the teams combined for 
14 runs and 32 hits. Kershaw (5- 
0) allowed three runs and 10 hits 
over six innings. 

Bellinger’s throw to get Carlos 
Gomez at third and complete a 
double play in the eighth might 
be one of the plays of the year. 
Gomez tagged up when J.D. 
Davis’ bases-loaded fly ball was 
caught by Bellinger 30 feet in 


front of the warning track. He 
fired perfectly on the fly to third 
baseman Justin Turner, who ap¬ 


plied the tag just before Gomez’s 
hand touched the bag — stopping 
a run from scoring. 


“You’re going to see that on 
highlights for the next 30 years. 
They’re going to be playing that 
over and over,” Mets manager 
Mickey Callaway said. “They 
played great defense tonight. 
When you swing the bats like they 
do and play great defense, they 
are going to be tough to beat.” 

The Mets got four of their first 
five hitters on base but took them¬ 
selves out of a big first inning when 
Michael Conforto was cut down at 
home on a great throw from Bell¬ 
inger while trying to score from 
second on Todd Frazier’s single. 

Two innings later, Bellinger hit 
a solo homer off deGrom to put 
the Dodgers up 2-1. 

The Dodgers nailed two run¬ 
ners at home plate and had three 
outfield assists. The last time 
they had three outfield assists 
and a player with two in the same 
game was Sept. 15, 1993, vs. San 
Diego. Raul Mondesi had the pair 
of assists. 

“The arm strength is one thing, 
but the arm accuracy is another. 
We saved ourselves an inning of 
baseball with those plays,” man¬ 
ager Dave Roberts said. 

Chris Taylor and pinch-hitter 


Kike Hernandez also homered 
for the Dodgers, who have won 
10 of 12. Kenley Jansen entered 
with the bases loaded and pitched 
1 2 Is scoreless innings for his 15th 
save. 

Davis and Adeiny Hechavarria 
each hit a two-run homer for the 
Mets, who were coming off a 6-1 
homestand. 

Los Angeles trailed 3-2 before 
scoring six runs in the sixth. Tay¬ 
lor tied it with a solo shot off Tyler 
Bashlor (0-2), and Hernandez 
gave the Dodgers the lead with 
a three-run drive to right-center 
off Daniel Zamora. 

Amed Rosario led off the game 
with a bloop double and scored on 
Pete Alonso’s one-out single. 

Joe Pederson began the Dodg¬ 
ers first with the first of three 
straight singles and tied the 
game when he came in on Corey 
Seager’s grounder. The run origi¬ 
nally didn’t count because Seager 
was ruled out at first to complete 
a double play, but the call was 
overturned after a replay review. 

After Bellinger’s home run, 
Davis put the Mets back on top 3- 
2 in the fifth with a two-run drive 
off Kershaw. 


Roundup 

Arcia, Brewers stop Twins’ streak at 6 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota 
Twins have built the best record in the 
major leagues, fueled by a massive power 
surge. 

Their six-game winning streak was 
stopped, fittingly, by the Milwaukee Brew¬ 
ers with a big swing from Orlando Arcia. 

Arcia drove in three runs, including a 
go-ahead homer in the eighth inning , be¬ 
fore Josh Hader struck out Miguel Sano 
on three pitches with two runners aboard 
Monday night to preserve a 5-4 victory for 
the Brewers. 

“I was just trying to find a way to get the 
runner over, and thankfully I was able to 
get my hands through and get good con¬ 
tact on the ball,” Arcia said through a 
translator. 

The Twins, who fell to 19-7 in May, had 
a one-run decision for the first time in 11 
games. They outscored their opponents 53- 
16 during their six-game streak. 

“Even when you play pretty well, you’re 
not going to win every game, especially 
when you run into a good, talented team,” 
Twins manager Rocco Baldelli said. 

After an RBI single by rookie Luis Ar- 
raez and a three-run homer by Byron Bux¬ 
ton , both with two outs in the second inning 
against Brewers starter Gio Gonzalez, the 
Twins stopped scoring. Gonzalez settled 
down and retired the last six batters he 
faced. Then the bullpen finished with 4 Vs 
scoreless innings, scattering three singles. 

Red Sox 12, Indians 5: Sandy Leon hit 
a three-run homer off Oliver Perez after 
the Indians reliever caused an odd stop¬ 
page asking for new footwear, J.D. Mar¬ 
tinez homered twice and host Boston beat 
Cleveland. 

Jackie Bradley Jr. added two RBI dou¬ 
bles, and Mookie Betts and Xander Bo- 
gaerts each had two hits and scored twice 
for the Red Sox, who have won 18 of 26. 

The Indians have lost seven of eight, 
and even the team’s equipment is having a 


rough go of it. 

Athletics 8, Angels 5: Jurickson Pro- 
far and Josh Phegley homered off former 
Oakland starter Trevor Cahill and the host 
Athletics rolled to their 10th straight win. 

Profar tied it with a two-run homer in 
the fourth against Cahill (2-5), and Pheg¬ 
ley gave the A’s the lead for good with a 
leadoff shot in the fifth. 

Albert Pujols hit his 642nd career homer 
for the Angels, who have lost six of eight 
games. 

Marlins 3, Nationals 2: Jose Urena 
pitched seven solid innings, Washington’s 
bullpen blew another lead behind ace Max 
Scherzer and visiting Miami beat the Na¬ 
tionals to avoid a four-game sweep. 

After Scherzer went six innings and left 
leading 2-1, Tanner Rainey allowed the 
tying run in the seventh for the Nationals’ 
11th blown save, matching the Chicago 
Cubs for most in the majors. Kyle Barra- 
clough (1-2) then allowed Miguel Rojas’ go- 
ahead sacrifice fly in the eighth. Defensive 
miscues by first baseman Matt Adams and 
shortstop Trea Turner in those innings 
didn’t help, and Washington fell to 2-10 in 
Scherzer’s starts this season. 

Yankees 5, Padres 2: Clint Frazier, 
Brett Gardner and Gary Sanchez homered, 
Manny Machado was booed and greeted 
with chants of “Over-rated!” in his first 
visit to New York since free agency and the 
Yankees beat San Diego for their eighth 
win in nine games. 

Short on starting pitching with Luis 
Severino, James Paxton and CC Sabathia 
on the injured list, New York used Chad 
Green as an opener for the third time, and 
he struck out the side in the first. David 
Hale (1-0) allowed two runs and three hits 
over the next four innings for his first win 
since 2015. 

Astros 6, Cubs 5: Gerrit Cole tied a 
season high with 12 strikeouts in six solid 
innings and host Houston reached Cole 
Hamels early and held on for a win over 
Chicago. 


Anthony Rizzo hit a two-run homer in 
the first inning, but Cole (5-5) dominated 
after that, allowing two singles and strik¬ 
ing out 10 over the next five innings. 

Jack Mayfield made his major league 
debut after playing more than 600 games 
in seven seasons in the minors. He hit a 
double in his first plate appearance in the 
second and got his first RBI on a ground- 
out in Houston’s big third. 

Rockies 4, Diamondbacks 3 (11): 
Raimel Tapia singled in the winning run 
in the 11th inning to give host Colorado an¬ 
other dramatic victory. 

It was Colorado’s third walk-off win in 
four games. The Rockies won two of three 
over the weekend against Baltimore in 
their final at-bat. 

Ian Desmond set up Tapia’s clutch swing 
with a double that hit the top of the right- 
field fence and bounced into play. After a 
quick review to see if it was a homer, Des¬ 
mond remained at second. On the next 
pitch from Matt Andriese (3-3), Tapia hit 
a grounder through the middle for his sec¬ 
ond career game-ending RBI. 

Rays 8, Blue Jays 3: Yonny Chirinos 
was pulled after five no-hit innings and 
host Tampa Bay beat Toronto. 

Chirinos (6-1) made his 11th appearance 
and fifth start this season. Oliver Drake 
relieved to begin the sixth and gave up a 
leadoff single to Luke Maile. Five Rays re¬ 
lievers completed a four-hitter. 

Pirates 8-1 Reds 5-8: Jose Iglesias hit 
his first career grand slam off Mitch Keller 
in the right-hander’s major league debut, 
and host Cincinnati routed Pittsburgh for a 
split of their day-night doubleheader. 

Derek Dietrich and Yasiel Puig added 
back-to-back homers in the seventh against 
Alex McRae. 

The Pirates rallied to win the opener, 
going ahead to stay when Bryan Reynolds 
hit a tiebreaking, two-run triple off David 
Hernandez (1-3) in a four-run eighth. Star¬ 
ling Marte followed with a homer that 
made it 8-4. 



Jim Mone/AP 


Milwaukee’s Orlando Arcia celebrates as 
he rounds third base on his two-run home 
run off the Twins’ Taylor Rogers in the 
eighth inning. The Brewers won 5-4. 

Mariners 6, Rangers 2: Daniel Vogel- 
bach hit a mammoth two-run homer in the 
seventh inning, Kyle Seager drove in his 
first run of the season and host Seattle beat 
Texas to snap a six-game losing streak. 

Seager, activated off the 60-day injured 
list last weekend, blooped a single to score 
Mallex Smith in the third. 

Orioles 5, Tigers 3: Renato Nunez and 
Jonathan Villar homered, and host Balti¬ 
more benefited from several miscues by 
skidding Detroit. 

In a matchup between two struggling 
teams, the Orioles prevailed because of the 
long ball and a throwing error by shortstop 
Ronny Rodriguez that produced two un¬ 
earned runs. 

Royals 1, White Sox 1 (suspended): 

Yolmer Sanchez hit a tying single, then en¬ 
tertained his White Sox teammates with a 
dugout show during a long rain delay be¬ 
fore Chicago’s game against visiting Kan¬ 
sas City was suspended in the fifth inning 
with the score 1-all. 
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STANLEY CUP FINAL 



Charles Krupa/AP 


The Bruins’ Torey Krug, top, checks the Blues’ Robert Thomas to the ice during the third period on Monday in Boston. After losing his 
helmet in a tussle with the Blues’ David Perron, Krug fired up his team by skating down the ice and leveling Thomas. 


Helmetless Krug sparks Bruins 


By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Torey Krug flew 
down the ice with his helmet off, 
like his big, bad predecessors on 
the Boston defense from the days 
of Eddie Shore and Bobby Orr. 

He lined up St. Louis center 
Robert Thomas and knocked 
him off his skates, delighting the 
crowd and sending an unmistak¬ 
able message to rest of the Blues: 
The Bruins had woken up from 
their 11-day layoff, and they were 
ready to fight for the Stanley 
Cup. 

“I think it gave our team en¬ 
ergy, and that’s all you’re trying 
to do out there,” Krug said after 
Boston rallied from a two-goal 
deficit to beat St. Louis 4-2 in 
Game 1 on Monday night. “Hope¬ 
fully it gave the guys a boost on 
the bench.” 

Sean Kuraly scored to break a 
third-period tie and assisted on 
another goal, and Tuukka Rask 
stopped 18 shots to help the Bru¬ 
ins complete their comeback from 
a two-goal deficit. Game 2 in the 
best-of-seven series is Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Forty-nine years after Bobby 
Orr flew through the air to beat 
the Blues for the 1970 NHL title, 
the Bruins got goals from defen¬ 
semen Connor Clifton and Char¬ 
lie McAvoy. 

Brad Marchand added an 
empty netter with about three 
minutes left, but the unofficial 
clincher came when Krug got up 
off the ice after losing his helmet 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Bruins goaltender Tuukka 
Rask, left, and Charlie McAvoy 
celebrate their 4-2 win over the 
Blues on Monday in Boston. 

in a tussle with David Perron in 
front of the Boston net. 

“That was awesome,” team¬ 
mate Marcus Johansson said. 
“That was fun.” 

Thomas paid the price for Per¬ 
ron making Krug mad, and the 
Blues weren’t all that happy about 
the hit. Krug did skate a long way 

— he was catching up to the play 

— and while St. Louis coach Craig 
Berube said he didn’t see the hit, 
some of his players took some ex¬ 
ception to it. 

“You know, you don’t want to 
mess with that guy,” Clifton said. 
“Don’t make that guy mad.” 

Jordan Binnington made 34 
saves for the Blues, who haven’t 
been back to the final since get¬ 
ting swept by Boston in 1970. But 


it was Boston which was strug¬ 
gling with a long layoff — at least 
early on. 

Idle since May 16, when they 
completed their sweep of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the Bru¬ 
ins spotted St. Louis a two-goal 
lead before snapping out of their 
slumber. 

Brayden Schenn made it 1-0 
lead midway through the first pe¬ 
riod on a third-chance shot. In the 
first minute of the second, David 
Pastrnak got sloppy behind the 
Bruins’ net and Schenn was there 
again, this time to pass it to Vladi¬ 
mir Tarasenko in the slot to make 
it 2-0. 

“I think we can be even better, 
and we have to be,” Perron said. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy 
admitted that the long layoff since 
the Eastern Conference finals 
may have left his team rusty. 

“The time off, you don’t have 
your edge yet to battle,” he said. 
“We weren’t too happy with the 
way the game was going. We 
weren’t playing our game. We 
weren’t playing to our standard. 
And I think after the second goal, 
that kind of woke us up.” 

The Bruins went on to outshoot 
the Blues 18-3 in the second pe¬ 
riod, finishing the game with a 
38-20 edge. 

“I was pretty much a spectator 
after that,” Rask said. 

Just 76 seconds after Tarasen¬ 
ko’s goal, Clifton tipped in a pass 
from Kuraly to cut the deficit to 
one. And in the middle of the sec¬ 
ond, on the Bruins’ fourth power 


Scoreboard 


Stanley Cup Final 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Boston 1, St. Louis 0 
Monday: Boston 4, St. Louis 2 
Wednesday: at Boston. AFN-Sports2,2 
a.m. Thursday CET; 9 a.m. Thursday JKT 
Saturday: at St. Louis. AFN-Sports2, 2 
a.m. Sunday CET; 9 a.m. Sunday JKT 
Monday, June 3: at St. Louis. AFN- 
Sports2,2 a.m. Tuesday CET; 9 a.m. Tues¬ 
day JKT 

x-Thursday, June 6: at Boston. AFN- 
Sports2, 2 a.m. Friday CET; 9 a.m. Friday 
JKT 

x-Sunday, June 9: at St. Louis. AFN- 
Sports2, 2 a.m. Monday CET; 9 a.m. Mon¬ 
day JKT 

x-Wednesday, June 12: at Boston. 
AFN-Sports2,2 a.m. Thursday CET; 9 a.m. 
Thursday JKT 


Monday 

Bruins 4, Blues 2 

St. Louis 1 1 0-2 

Boston 0 2 2-4 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Schenn 3 
(Schwartz, Bouwmeester), 7:23. 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
9 (Schenn), 1:00.3, Boston, Clifton 2 (Nor¬ 
dstrom, Kuraly), 2:16. 4, Boston, McAvoy 
2, 12:41 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Boston, Kuraly 3 (Cha- 
ra, Acciari), 5:21. 6, Boston, Marchand 8, 
18:11. 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 8-3-9-20. 
Boston 8-18-12-38. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
Of 2; Boston 1 of 5. 

Goalies—St. Louis, Binnington 12-8 (37 
shots-34 saves). Boston, Rask 13-5 (20- 


18). 


A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:34. 


play of the game, McAvoy came 
right up the middle and wristed it 
past Binnington’s glove to tie it. 

“In the second period we 
stopped skating, turned it over 
and gave them momentum,” Ber¬ 
ube said. “I thought they were the 
better team after that.” 


Game: Blues 
stop top line, 
but can’t hold 
early lead 

FROM BACK PAGE 

With so much talent, size and 
skill on each side, there are lim¬ 
itless combinations Cassidy and 
Berube can tinker with. Depth 
and some good luck with health 
got these teams here, and both 
will be tested in a bruising, stick¬ 
snapping, helmetless-hitting 
series. 

Boston has the lead. It’s Ber¬ 
ube’s turn to respond. 

“They’re going to do good 
things,” Berube said. “They’re a 
good team and they’re going to 
force us into bad situations and 
things like that, but we need more 
than we gave tonight.” 

The Blues have to be satisfied 
with how they limited Marchand, 
Bergeron and Pastrnak’s scoring 
chances at even strength, giving 
up only an empty netter to March¬ 
and. Even the Bruins’ power-play 
goal came with the second unit 
on the ice. But the Blues know 
they won’t be able to hold down 
Boston’s top line forever, so the 
onus is on defensemen like Colton 
Parayko and Jay Bouwmeester to 
keep this up. 

And the Bruins’ biggest stars 
understand that despite the con¬ 
tributions from unlikely sources, 
they need to produce. 

“We know we have to get better 
as a line,” Pastrnak said. 

If Berube prefers power against 
power, which contributed to goals 
by Schenn and Tarasenko, he also 
might need to make some chang¬ 
es to tackle Boston’s ability to get 
goals from its entire lineup. 

Kuraly had just two goals in the 
playoffs coming in and Clifton 
one, but after the Bruins tilted 
the ice and dominated from the 
second minute of the second peri¬ 
od on, it seemed a matter of time 
until goaltender Jordan Binning¬ 
ton cracked. 

Binnington was under siege 
as the Bruins outshot the Blues 
30-12 in the final two periods. 
After stopping 83 of the 85 shots 
he faced in Games 5 and 6 of the 
Western Conference final and the 
first period Monday, he will need 
to be locked in as the series goes 
on. 

“Stuff’s going to happen, you 
got to handle it,’ Binnington said. 
“We’ll regroup and prepare for 
the next game.” 

Berube didn’t blame Binning¬ 
ton and pointed to turnovers as 
the culprit. Add five penalties 
that gave the Bruins’ playoff-lead¬ 
ing power play too many chances, 
and the Blues have plenty to im¬ 
prove on. 

“I think we can be even better,” 
winger David Perron. “We’re 
going to have to be. We’ve shown 
that the other series — we got bet¬ 
ter and better as the series went 
on every game.” 

The thing is, the Bruins likely 
will, too. 
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NHL/FRENCH OPEN 



Charles Krupa/AP 


NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman speaks to the media before Game 
1 of the Stanley Cup Final on Monday in Boston. 


NHL to consider 
expanding replay 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

BOSTON—NHL Commission¬ 
er Gary Bettman said Monday 
the league will consider expand¬ 
ed video review after some high- 
profile missed calls during the 
playoffs. 

During his annual speech prior 
to Game 1 of the Stanley Cup 
Final, Bettman said general man¬ 
agers will discuss potential expan¬ 
sion of video review next month. 
He didn’t even wait for questions 
from reporters to address the 
issue that has been something of 
a cloud over this postseason. 

“The ability to review and 
parse plays down to the millisec¬ 
ond has become both a blessing 
and a curse,” Bettman said. “If 
we are to extend video replay, and 
we will be looking at that possibil¬ 
ity, we must find the right balance 
when it comes to how much more 
to use and when to use it without 
affecting the flow, pace and ex¬ 
citement of our game.... 

“What I can say with absolute 
certainty is everyone involved is 
going to take a hard look at this 
issue in the upcoming months. No 
one should doubt that we want to 
get it right.” 

With Vegas leading 3-0 in 
Game 7 in the first round, Cody 
Eakin was assessed a major pen¬ 
alty for a hit on San Jose’s Joe 
Pavelski that the league later told 
the Golden Knights was not the 
right call. The Sharks scored four 
times on the ensuing major pen¬ 
alty and won 5-4 in overtime. 

San Jose also won Game 3 of 
the Western Conference final 
after officials missed a hand pass 
immediately before the overtime 
winner. A hand pass is not sub¬ 
ject to review, and Bettman said 
he, Deputy Commissioner Bill 
Daly, director of hockey opera¬ 
tions Colin Campbell and direc¬ 
tor of officiating Stephen Walkom 
were all unhappy with what 
transpired. 

“What I thought was it would 
be good if I kept my head from 
exploding,” Bettman said. “It 
was unfortunate to say the least. 
It was clearly a missed call and it 
led to a goal. You don’t ever want 
to see a game decided like that.” 


Currently, only goals can be re¬ 
viewed — either by the situation 
room in Toronto or by coach’s 
challenge for offside or goalten- 
der interference. Bettman did 
say the NHL likely won’t go back¬ 
ward and reduce what can be 
reviewed. 

“I don’t think you can go back¬ 
ward anymore,” Bettman said. “I 
think that ship has sailed. Frank¬ 
ly, we want to get it right.” 

Going old school is actually 
what Boston’s Brad Marchand 
suggested Sunday. 

“Get rid of the video reviews,” 
Marchand said. “That’s the prob¬ 
lem. When you start bringing in 
all the video reviews, the refs 
start getting crucified. They’re 
out there to do a job, you start tak¬ 
ing it way from them little by lit¬ 
tle then it’s going to escalate. Now 
they’re gonna want video review 
for pucks in the net or hand pass¬ 
es, so how much are you going to 
take away from the refs?” 

And how much time might it 
add to games? Bettman said the 
league is “very” concerned about 
the adverse effect of slowing down 
the fastest game on ice. But as the 
NFL makes pass interference 
subject to review and other sports 
leagues ramp up use of video to 
get calls right, the pressure is on 
the NHL to do the same. 

“We have to go back and maybe 
come up with some common 
sense that improves the system,” 
Daly said. 

Notes: Daly said the NHL won’t 
stage preseason games in China 
for a third consecutive year, cit¬ 
ing concerns about being able to 
plan correctly as the country cel¬ 
ebrates the 70th anniversary of 
the rise of communism there. The 
NHL continues to put down roots 
in China, which is hosting the 
2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, 
but Bettman said the league’s 
stance on Olympic participation 
hasn’t changed after skipping the 
2018 Pyeongchang Games. 

Olympic participation is among 
players’ concerns leading up to 
two September deadlines to re¬ 
open the collective bargaining 
agreement. Bettman, Daly and 
NHL Players’ Association execu¬ 
tive director Don Fehr said meet¬ 
ings are ongoing. 


No. 1 Osaka survives scare 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

PARIS — The wind was swirl¬ 
ing, Naomi Osaka’s shots were 
flying everywhere except where 
she wanted and her debut as the 
No. 1 seed at a Grand Slam tour¬ 
nament was not going well. Not 
well at all. 

In the first set of her first match 
at the 2019 French Open, Osaka 
didn’t even manage to grab a 
game. How bad was it? Her oppo¬ 
nent had zero winners of her own 
in that set, because every point 
came via an error off Osaka’s 
racket. In the second set, Osaka 
was just two points from bidding 
adieu to Roland Garros. 

And yet, somehow, Osaka held 
it together enough to work her 
way back into things, overcome 
all of those many mistakes and 
stretch her winning streak at ma¬ 
jors to 15 matches by eventually 
emerging to beat Anna Karolina 
Schmiedlova of Slovakia 0-6, 7-6 
(4), 6-1. 

“I can see that I can play 
against everyone — and she’s also 
just a human,” the 90th-ranked 
Schmiedlova said, “and that I 
could beat her, definitely.” 

Clay has never been Osaka’s 
best surface; her power-based 
style is more suited to hard courts, 
such as those at the U.S. Open, 
which she won last September, or 
the Australian Open, which she 
won in January to become the 
first tennis player from Japan to 
be ranked No. 1. 

Her only first-round exit in 13 
appearances at majors came at 
the French Open two years ago. 
The only 6-0 Grand Slam set she 
has lost came Tuesday. 

Yet after having a career record 
of 9-11 on clay entering this sea¬ 
son, she had been 7-1 on the slow 
stuff in 2019. She talked about 



Christophe Ena/AP 


Naomi Osaka plays a shot 
against Slovakia’s Anna Karolina 
Schmiedlova during their first- 
round match Tuesday at the 
French Open in Paris. 

feeling more and more comfort¬ 
able on the surface and assured 
everyone that the abdominal and 
thumb injuries she’d dealt with in 
recent weeks were no longer any 
issue. 

But nothing seemed right at 
the outset against Schmiedlova, 
who has never been past the third 
round at a major and is now 6-15 
in openers. 

Schmiedlova’s first 30 points 
came via 18 unforced errors and 
12 forced errors by Osaka. 

In other action on Day 3, 2009 
U.S. Open champion Juan Martin 
del Potro played Grand Slam ten¬ 
nis for the first time since fractur¬ 
ing his right kneecap and moved 
into the second round at Roland 
Garros by beating Nicolas Jarry 
3-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4. 


“My main goal is still the knee, 
my health. And I’m looking for¬ 
ward to (being) 100 percent in 
the second part of the year,” said 
the No. 8-seeded del Potro, the 
runner-up to Novak Djokovic at 
last year’s U.S. Open. “Once I get 
in good shape again, I can be fo¬ 
cused on the result, you know, in 
different tournaments, different 
surfaces. That’s what I want to 
think about — not only my knee 
or my wrist or whatever.” 

Another top man, No. 5 Alexan¬ 
der Zverev, continued his pattern 
of needing five sets to advance 
in Paris, struggling before edg¬ 
ing John Millman 7-6 (4), 6-3, 

2- 6, 6-7 (5), 6-3 in 4 hours, 8 min¬ 
utes. A year ago in Paris, Zverev 
needed to win three consecutive 
matches that went the full five 
sets to get to his first Grand Slam 
quarterfinal. 

“I’m through,” Zverev said, 
“and that’s all that matters.” 

Osaka needed 25 minutes to 
claim a game as she began her 
bid for a third consecutive major 
title. 

She’ll probably want to play 
better in her next match, against 
two-time Australian Open cham¬ 
pion and former No. 1 Victoria 
Azarenka. 

“It’s going to be exciting for 
me,” said Azarenka, who elimi¬ 
nated 2017 French Open winner 
Jelena Ostapenko 6-4, 7-6 (4). “I 
love to challenge myself against 
the best players.” 

Osaka seemed to be in better 
shape early in the second set, up 

3- 0 and finding her groove. 

That’s when the day’s off-and- 

on rain returned briefly in the 
form of sprinkles. 

In all, the delay was less than 
10 minutes — the drops were so 
scarce, play continued elsewhere 
— so there was no warmup when 
they returned. 


French Open scoreboard 


Tuesday 

Paris 

At Stade Roland Garos 
Surface: Clay 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Fabio Fognini (9), Italy, def. Andreas 
Seppi, Italy, 6-3, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3. 

Federico Delbonis, Argentina, def. 
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-1, 3-6, 
6-3,6-2. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Ber¬ 
nard Tomic, Australia, 6-1, 6-4, 6-1. 

Roberto Bautista-Agut (18), Spain, def. 
Steve Johnson, United States, 6-3, 6-4, 6- 

Dusan Lajovic (30), Serbia, def. Thiago 
Moura Monteiro, Brazil, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Elliot Benchetrit, France, def. Cameron 
Norrie, Britain, 6-3, 6-0, 6-2. 

Mikael Ymer, Sweden, def. Blaz Rola, 
Slovenia, 6-0, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Alexander Zverev (5), Germany, def. 
John Millman, Australia, 7-6 (4), 6-3, 2-6, 

6- 7 (5), 6-3. 

Kyle Edmund (28), Britain, def. Jeremy 
Chardy, France, 7-6 (1), 5-7, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5. 

Fernando Verdasco (23), Spain, def. 
Daniel Evans, Britain, 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-2. 

Antoine Floang, France, def. Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia-Flerzegovina, 6-4, 0-6, 

7- 6 (5), 6-3. 

Karen Khachanov (10), Russia, def. Ce- 
drik-Marcel Stebe, Germany, 6-1, 6-1, 6-4. 

Gregoire Barrere, France, def. Mat¬ 
thew Ebden, Australia, 6-3, 5-7,7-5, 6-1. 

Martin Klizan, Slovakia, def. Mikhail 
Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 3-6, 5-7, 6-4, 6-2, 

6- 3. 

Lucas Pouille (22), France, def. Simone 
iolelli, Italy, 6-3, 6-4, 7-5. 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Ale¬ 
jandro Davidovich Fokina, Spain, 6-3, 6-2, 

7- 6 (3). 

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Feliciano 
Lopez Diaz-Guerra, Spain, 7-6 (4), 7-5, 6-7 
(7), 7-5. 


Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. Mack¬ 
enzie Mcdonald, United States, 6-7 (7), 
6-0, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Juan Martin del Potro (8), Argentina, 
def. Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 3-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4. 


Naomi Osaka (lj, Japan, def. Anna- 
Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 0-6, 7-6 
(4), 6-1. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Caroline Garcia (24), France, def. Mona 
Barthel, Germany, 6-2, 6-4. 

Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Margarita 
Gasparyan, Russia, 6-3, 4-6, 8-6. 

Priscilla Hon, Australia, def. Timea Ba- 
bos, Hungary, 3-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Madison Keys (14), United States, def. 
Evgeniya Rodina, Russia, 6-1, 6-2. 

Kurumi Nara, Japan, def. Dalila Jaku- 
povic, Slovenia, 7-5,5-7, 6-3. 

Bianca Vanessa Andreescu (22), Cana¬ 
da, def. Marie Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 
5-7, 6-4, 6-4. 

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Chloe Pa- 
quet, France, 3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Daria 
Gavrilova, Australia, 6-3, 2-2, ret. 

Lesia Tsurenko (27), Ukraine, def. Eug¬ 
enie Bouchard, Canada, 6-2, 6-2. 

Daria Kasatkina (21), Russia, def. Jas¬ 
mine Paolini, Italy, 6-2, 6-3. 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, def. Kirsten 
Flipkens, Belgium, 6-1, 7-5. 

Olga Swiatek, Poland, def. Selena 
Janicijevic, France, 6-3, 6-0. 

Qiang Wang (16), China, def. Saisai 
Zheng, China, 6-1, 7-5. 

Aryna Sabalenka (11), Belarus, def. 
Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, 7-5,6-1. 

Amanda Anisimova, United States, 
def. Harmony Tan, France, 6-3,6-1. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. Lin 
Zhu, China, 6-1, 6-1. 

Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 
def. Anett Kontaveit (17), Estonia, 3-6, 6- 
2 , 6 - 2 . 


Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Roberto Carballes 
Baena, Spain and Jaume Antoni Munar 
Clar, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (2). 

Wesley Koolhof, Netherlands and 
Marcus Daniell, New Zealand, def. Aljaz 
Bedene, Slovenia and Hubert Hurkacz, 
Poland, 6-3, 6-2. 

Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands and 
Tim Puetz, Germany, def. Roman Jebavy, 
Czech Republic and Andres Molteni, Ar¬ 
gentina, 6-3, 6-3. 

Henri Kontinen, Finland and John 
Peers (8), Australia, def. Leonardo Mayer, 
Argentina and Joao Sousa, Portugal, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Frederik Nielsen, Denmark and Robin 
Haase (14), Netherlands, def. Miguel An¬ 
gel Reyes-Varela, Mexico and Marcelo 
Arevalo-Gonzalez, El Salvador, 3-6, 7-6 
(4), 6-4. 

Casper Ruud, Norway and Miomir Ke- 
cmanovic, Serbia, def. Edouard Roger- 
Vasselin, France and Ivan Dodig (12), 
Croatia, 1-6, 6-1, 7-5. 

Rohan Bopanna, India and Marius Co- 
pil, Romania, def. Michael Venus, New 
Zealand and Raven Klaasen (6), South 
Africa, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Igor Zelenay, Slovakia and Denys Mol¬ 
chanov, Ukraine, def. Maximo Gonzalez, 
Argentina and Horacio Zeballos (9), Ar¬ 
gentina, 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-3. 

Kevin Krawietz, Germany and Andreas 
Mies, Germany, def. Arthur Rinderknech, 
France and Manuel Guinard, France, 7-5, 
6-4. 

Bob Bryan, US and Mike Bryan (7), USs, 
def. Gerard Granollers, Spain and Pablo 
Carreno-Busta, Spain, 5-7, 6-2, 6-3. 

Ken Skupski, Britain and Neal Skupski, 
Britain, def. Jonny O’Mara, Britain and 
Luke Bambridge, Britain, 6-1, 6-2. 
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Motivating factors 

Warriors energized by change 
in Finals opponent» Page 26 


STANLEY CUP FINAL 



Charles Krupa/AP 


The Bruins’ Sean Kuraly scores a goal past Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington (50) and Joel Edmundson on Sunday during the third period in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final 
in Boston. Boston won 4-2 thanks in part to the efforts of fourth-line forward Kuraly. 


Bruins-Blues chess match gets started with key line swaps in opener 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Bruce Cassidy didn’t mince 
words or hide behind the secrecy of playoff 
hockey. 

The Boston Bruins coach telegraphed 
the most important matchup of the Stanley 
Cup Final on the morning of Game 1. As 


long as he had the last change and the abil¬ 
ity to dictate matchups, his top line of Brad 
Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David 
Pastrnak would play against the St. Louis 
Blues’ red-hot line of Jaden Schwartz, 
Brayden Schenn and Vladimir Tarasenko. 

In the chess match that is every play¬ 
off series, Cassidy’s first move put Bos¬ 
ton down two goals in Game 1. His quick 


thinking on pulling the plug on that experi¬ 
ment helped the Bruins come back to win 
4-2 Monday night with fourth-line forward 
Sean Kuraly and third-pairing defenseman 
Connor Clifton the unlikely heroes. Cassidy 
at times put his fourth line of Kuraly, Joa- 
kim Nordstrom and Noel Acciari against 
the Schenn line with great success. 

Almost 80% of teams that win Game 1 


have gone on to win the Cup, but how Cas¬ 
sidy, Blues coach Craig Berube and their 
teams adjust will have a say in that. Game 
2 is Wednesday night. 

“We’ve used Kuraly’s line all year against 
good lines and we decided to go that route,” 
Cassidy said. “It worked out for us tonight 
and we’ll re-evaluate it on Wednesday.” 
SEE GAME ON PAGE 30 


UCLA baseball earns No. 1 overall seed 
in NCAA Tournament» Page 27 


Top-seeded Osaka avoids first-round 
upset at French Open » Page 31 
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